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Six 1956 Sunday School 
Attendance Contest Winners 
use Gospel Light Materials 


Grand Prize First Presbyterian Church 
Bremerton, Washington 


Class A First Baptist Church 
Tucson, Arizona 
Class C Glassell Park Nazarene 
Los Angeles, California 
Class D Azusa Friends Community Church 
Azusa, California 
Class E Putney Bible Church 
Putney, Kentucky 


Class F Baptist Wei Dau Tang 
Djakarta, Indonesia 


HERE’S what Gerald Wilson, youth minister of 
the Grand Prize Winning Church, says: “We enjoy 
Gospel Light Press materials because we find them 
Bible-centered and Christ-centered. 

“The art work is so well done that it reaches pupils 
through the eye-gate; and thus we are able to use 
Sunday school materials more advantageously than 
ever before. Our teachers are the ones who cry out for 
Gospel Light materials because the teachers’ quarter- 
lies give a step-by-step plan, and this is needed in the 
average Sunday school today more than ever before. 

“We use film strips and visual aids effectively with 
these fine lesson helps.” 





Contact your Christian Supply Store 
or send NOW for 






____ Colorful Curriculum Brochure 


FOR 6 STRAIGHT YEARS 






______Sunday School Organization Chart 
______Information on A B C RECORD SYSTEM 












Rev. Gerald Wilson 
Youth Minister 





First Presbyterian Church 
Bremerton, Washington 





top prize winners have credited Gospel Light 
correctly graded lessons with helping to build 
increased interest and attendance, and in win- 
ning pupils to Christ. They say teachers teach 
better with G. L. P. quarterlies. Year after year 
reports like these come to Gospel Light Press 
from Sunday schools every where. 


EXAM/WE : 





GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS MATERIALS and you'll see | 
that these correctly graded lessons (for each age 
pupil) are Bible-centered, Christ-centered, and 
handsomely printed to catch the eye and bring 
greater results. 





> GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS 


| 
4 725 E. Colorado Blvd., Glendale, Calif. 
: 65 Central Ave., Mound, Minn. 



























MEDITATIONS FROM 


PORTALS OF PRAYER 
Twentieth Anniversary Edition 

Contains favorite meditations for 
every day of the year selected from 
past issues of Portals of Prayer. 377 
daily devotions by 65 different 
oe 380 pages. Cloth. Jacket. 

2.50. 











LITTLE VISITS WITH GOD 


Allan H. Jahsmann and Martin P. Simon 


Family devotions become meaningful through these delightfully illustrated pages, 
aimed directly at stimulating devotional reading and conversation in families with 
children. One of the first devotional books to capture the interest of the child along 
with the parent and to relate this interest to a discussion of the truths of Christian 
faith and life. Each devotion, and there are 200 in all, contains questions for conversa- 
tion, a Bible reading for mom and dad and the older children, and a prayer for the 
whole family. An excellent source of devotional talks for Sunday School teachers and 
pastors. 134 illustrations by Frances Hook enrich the book. 304 pages. Full-color wash- 


able cover. Jacket. $3.00. 


49 WORSHIP STORIES 
FOR CHILDREN 


by Theodore Schroeder 


Designed to implant in young hearers 
an understanding of, and a respect for, 
love, patience, kindness, generosity, 
resignation, dedication, honesty, 
truthfulness, gratitude and obedience. 
Includes stories appropriate to each 
season of the church year. 130 pages. 


Cloth. Jacket. $1.75. 
A THOUGHT FOR TODAY 


Miniature in size (measures but 3 x 
4% in.). Over 200 different authors. 
Each meditation is based on a mean- 
ingful passage from sacred Scripture. 
Bound in soft, hand-tooled, red mo- 
rocco leather—printed on parchment 
ois edged in gold leaf. 225 pages. 
2.75. 


AT YOUR BOOK STORE 


TEEN-AGERS PRAY 


Edited by William Kramer 


75 prayers dealing with the teen-agers’ 
own special concerns and problems— 
“For Success in School,” “For Help in 
Finding Good Friends,’’ ‘‘Before a 
Date,” plus prayers on the Command- 
ments and for special days. A valuable 
devotional help for young men and 
women who want to bring their deepest 
needs before the Throne of Grace. 82 
pages. Cloth. $1.00. 


THE MIND AT EASE 
by Alfred Doerffler 


From the best-loved book of the Old 

Testament the author culls 57 texts 

especially designed to still the troubled 

conscience. The anxious and disturbed 

will find serenity and strength in these 

= 136 pages. Cloth, $2.25. Paper, 
1.25. 
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THE RAPTURE QUESTION 

Congratulations on your article on “The 
Rapture Question.” It is heart-warming to 
read such spiritually healthy appraisals of 
the writings of two men who have opposing 
views on a subject so controversial. 


I see here for the first time a real effort 
on the part of sincere men to go beyond 
usual ts in an earnest endeavor to 
understand why the posttribulationist be- 
lieves the way he does and how the pre- 
tribulationist arrives at his conclusions 
through a definite system of biblical inter- 
pretation. It leaves no room for intolerance. 

Yet, and I say this humbly, for I am not 
a theologian, I still cannot escape the feel- 
ing that Doctors Ladd and Walvoord have 
not gone back far enough to find a basis for 
genuine argument. They leave the reader 
with the sense of seeing a boxing match 
where the opponents are in separate rings, 
unable to reach each other. 


It appears to me that there must be a 
common approach to biblical interpreta- 
tion before contest becomes possible. Dr. 
Walvoord states that Dr. Ladd “explicitly 
assumes the premillenial interpretation of 
Scripture,” that he “stands with the con- 
servative theology of orthodoxy” and that 
“the principal appeal is made to the Scrip- 
tures themselves.” Now, on the basis of 
these mutually accepted principles, Dr. 
Walvoord assumes that there is, or should 
be, a common approach to the Bible, and 
therefore enough common ground for hon- 
est controversy. At best, that is an oversim- 
plification. 

There are conservative, orthodox Chris- 
tians who endeavor to relate the Bible 
message to the laws of life and the universe; 
to history and to nature, and have them all 
concord in one mighty voice. There are 
other equally sincere Christians who are not 
concerned, or pretend not to be, if their 
interpretations run counter to what life 
or the rest of creation has to say. Even 
here, it is never simply a case of black or 
white; but our tendency toward either posi- 
tion will determine our approach to bibli- 
cal interpretation and will have a direct 
bearing on whether we accept pretribula- 
tionism or posttribulationism. But to enter 
into any logical debate requires a more 
common approach to the Bible. We must 
go back one more step! 


Paut J. LEHMAN 
European Evangelistic Crusade 


Basel, Switzerland 


futon toll litle liaidalD * 
OP OLD OP LS CLG CAP OAD CA CAG TAG OR Ohl 


} SAVE ETERNITY F 
§protect your current copies of ETERNITY ) 
wi a me = rr ucK- 
Qwith a handsome hard-backed red buck-§ 
gram binder. With distinguished gold let-§ 
{ , 
4 ) 





tering, the binder will last for mney) 

ies stay secure, yet are easy to 
Insert po remove. Send $2.00 to ETEr- 
nity, 1716 Spruce St. Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


re fore tore tore Loe Lott tloilial * 
OO OF OF OP OF OF MS LS LS 

















Pa. 


July 21, 


Pa. 





DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE July 


July 7, 14, 21, 28, - Pa. 
Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, 


July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 
New York Bible Class, St. Luke's Luth- 
eran Church, New York, N. Y. 


speaking engagements 





28, . 
Collingdale Baptist Church, Collingdale, 


RALPH L. KEIPER 


July 1-7, 

Sandy Cove Bible Conference, North- 
east, . 
July 14, . 

First Presbyterian Church, Springfield, 


WALTER R. MARTIN Pa. 


July 21, 
First Baptist Church, Asbury Park, N. J. 


First Presbyterian Church, Springfield, July 


uly 28, 
Blue Church, Springfield, Pa. 



















WHEATON COLLEGE 
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and educational service of the school since 1860. 
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Write today for the free booklet, Pleasant Tomorrows, which explains 
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NOW AND LATER 


Regardless of one’s personal theologi- 
cal views, it must be admited that the 
biggest figure in the theological field to- 
day is aging Karl Barth of Basel, Swit- 
zerland. He, probably more than any 
other individual, has shown up the in- 
adequacies of liberal theology. Yet he is 
a long way from the viewpoint of the 
Fundamentalists. Consulting Editor Ber- 
nard Ramm analyzes Barth’s contribu- 
tion to contemporary theology in terms 
that can be understood by those who 
are not theologians or philosophers. We 
are grateful indeed to Dr. Ramm for 
this excellent article. 

* * au 


In a world beset by many tensions, 
there is more than ever a need for men 
to understand the nature of true liber- 
ty and freedom. Donald Grey Barn- 
house gives us this helpful exposition at 
the season of the year when Americans 
get set to observe Independence Day. 

* * * 


In keeping also with the season is the 
contribution of the Rev. Alfred G. Glass, 
Resident Minister of Yosemite National 
Park Church, entitled “Vacationing 
with Christ.” A Presbyterian, Mr. Glass 
is the author of a devotional booklet 
called “Vacationing with God,” pub- 
lished by Concordia. 


* * * 


Jordan C. Churchill, who heads the 
History Department at the noted Law- 
renceville School in Lawrenceville, N. J., 
describes some of his impressions of life 
behind the Iron Curtain in “Christian 
Witness in Russia.” 


Herbert F. Stevenson, Editor of Great 
Britain’s Life of Faith magazine, gives 
us the first of several studies of lesser 
known personalities in the Word of 
God. The men he discusses in this issue 
are Stephen and Philip. The general title 
of the series is “These Also Wrought.” 


HYMNS 


edited by 
Paul Beckwith 
164 hymns. Over 
75,000 copies sold. 
“It is doubtful if 
any other collection of 
hymns now in print 
can supply such a 
beautiful and wor- 
shipful selection of 
hymns—both words 
and music—as does 
this publication .. . 
Recommended wherever Christian 
groups wish to honor God in their 
singing.” ETERNITY 
“This hymnal could well serve as 
a book of sacred songs for in- 
formal gatherings of Lutherans.’ 
—LUTHERAN STANDARD 


Washable paper cover..... 75 cents 
at any bookstore 
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KARL BARTH: 


the Theological Avalanche 


BY BERNARD RAMM 


An introduction to the man 
whom orthodox, liberal, 
and Roman Catholic 
scholars say is the 

greatest living 


theologian 


WP ithout doubt the greatest living theologian today is 

Karl Barth (pronounced, ‘Bart’). This is admitted by 
orthodox, liberal, and Catholic theologians. What is more, 
he is judged as one of the greatest theologians of all times. 
Dr. Torrance, an able British theologian, has said that 
“Karl Barth is incontestably the greatest figure in modern 
theology since Schleiermacher, occupying an honoured posi- 
tion among the great elite of the Church—Augustine, An- 
selm, Aquinas, Luther and Calvin.” His Church Dogmatics 
is judged as the only worthy competitor (for size and com- 
prehensiveness) of Aquinas’ famous Summa Theologica in 
all the history of theology. What is it about Barth that has 
given him such a place of esteem and prominence in the 
eyes of the world’s theologians? 

(1) The first remarkable feature about Barth is that he 
was raised a liberal, studied under the famous liberal theo- 
logian Hermann, and yet almost single-handed has laid a 
death blow upon the theology of liberalism. Even as a lib- 
eral Barth was a searching, restless, inquisitive thinker. 
However, he admits that when he began his pastoral min- 
istry he did so with no theology of his own but that of 
Hermann, his teacher and prominent theologian of liberal- 
ism. 

In renouncing his liberal theology Barth has leveled a 
terrible mortar fire upon it. In reviewing the course of the 
history of theology he states that neo-Protestantism, by 
which he means liberalism, has done nothing to advance 
a deeper understanding of the revelation of God. He has 
said that when he gets to heaven the first person he shall 
look up is Mozart. After that he will look up in order: 
Augustine, Aquinas, Luther, Calvin, and Schleiermacher. 
Although the last was the founder of religious modernism, 


4 God can forgive your sin, but not your rejection of His Son 


Barth admires him nonetheless for his conception of the 
comprehensive and scientific character of theology. The sig- 
nificance of this list is that apart from Schleiermacher it is 
composed of the great names of orthodox theology, and not 
a list of great liberal thinkers nor psychologists nor histor- 
ians of religion. 

His mortar fire is not less lethal because Barth was raised 
a liberal. On the contrary the liberals had become hardened 
to the attacks of the fundamentalists. Liberals wrote them 
off as ranters, malcontents, and obscurantists. Why take 
them seriously? But Barth could not be so easily tilted off his 
horse with depreciatory adjectives and belittling invectives. 
He was raised a liberal in the liberal brood, and liberals 
had to listen to him. 

Further his diagnosis of liberalism was accurate, pro- 
found, and devastating. He knew the Achilles heel of liber- 
alism, the parts unprotected by armor, and the vulnerable 
sections of its battlements. These weaknesses Barth attacked 
with massive learning, powerful analysis, and lethal criti- 
cism. The essence of his criticisms was that liberalism had 
confused the human and the divine at the crucial and criti- 
cal points of theology. Instead of preaching the word of 
God, .the liberals uttered human opinions grounded in 
some equally human philosophy or some trite bit from a 
course in the psychology of religion. Liberals had no com- 
prehension of God the Mystery, God the Wholly Other, 
God the Transcendent. In place of theology—the knowledge 
of God—the liberals erected anthropology—the knowledge 
of man—but presumed it to be theology! In liberalism’s in- 
tense critical study of the Bible, in its historical and psy- 
chological studies, it robbed the Bible of its right to judge 
the theology of the church. In its allergy to dogma it diluted 
or rejected the doctrine of the Trinity and eviscerated 
Christology, presenting an anemic Jesus in place of the In- 
carnate Lord, the living Word of God. 

Barth has not broken completely with everything in 
liberalism. Although he offers correctives to a critical study 
of Scripture, he has not repudiated it. With the liberals he 
agrees that the Bible is replete with errors of fact, contra- 
dictions of subject matter, and diversities of doctrinal 
teachings. And some very able men insist that his proposed 
neo-orthodoxy is really nothing more or less than neo- 
liberalism. 
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At least it can be said that almost single-handed Barth 
has routed the older liberal theology of Hermann and 
Harnack from its place of prominence in theological circles, 
and replaced it with his own theology as reinterpreted by 
his many first-, second-, and third-hand disciples. 

(2) The second reason why Barth is considered a giant 
in theology is because he manifests such vast learning. It is 
true that he has able and even professional help in amass- 
ing such quantities of relevant materials, especially with 
the help of his seminars. But this does not detract from the 
massiveness of his learning. His citation of theological 
authorities is staggering, for he cites them all—the Fathers, 
the Scholastics, the Reformers, the post-Reformation dog- 
maticians, the liberals, the contemporary theologians, many 
philosophers as well as such men as Kierkegaard, Dosto- 
evsky, and Nietzsche. The Fathers are cited profusely and 
in their original tongue of the Greek or Latin. He has been 
chided for a singular lack of citations from American and 
British theologians, but part of this stems from the fact that 
Barth did not learn English till he was forty—his first Eng- 
lish tutor being President Mackay of Princeton. 

Barth has produced a veritable library of his own. If he 
finishes his Church Dogmatics it will run to 12,000 pages 
and 6,000,000 words! And this is all heavy, learned, solidly 
documented material. In addition to this he has numerous 
journal articles to his credit, besides other books—some of 
them being quite large—such as his history of theology of 
the nineteenth century. His Rémerbrief (Epistle to the Ro- 
mans) was a landmark in both theology and biblical studies. 
It is this encyclopedic knowledge expertly handled which 
led another great living theologian, Hendrik Kraemer, to 
write: “Let me end by saying . . . that it ought at present 
be an obligation on every one who claims to be a theolo- 
gian to seek an encounter with Barth’s theology, not in 
order to become a ‘Barthian,’ but in order to learn in our 
twentieth century what it means to be a theologian.” 

(3) The next reason for Barth’s acclaim is his ability to 
take an old problem and rethink it, and rework it in a 
profound and unexpected manner. For example he took 
such a well-worn path as a commentary on Romans and 
so wrote it (especially the second edition) that he opened 
up a new era in theology, exegesis, and biblical studies. He 
tackled the theology of Anselm and single-handed disrupted 
the traditional and conventionalized interpretation of An- 
selm and turned Anselm-studies in a new direction. This is 
typical of Barth in every doctrine he touches—for good or 
bad it is never the same when he is through. His own con- 
fession was that this was his very intention. “In none of 
these fields could I go simply along with an accepted church 
doctrine and theological tradition; I had to think through 
and develop everything anew, from a center which I con- 
sidered the right one—namely, the Old and New Testament 
witness to the person and work of Jesus Christ,” is his 
autobiograpical admission. 

Speaking of Barth, Torrance wrote that “he has the most 
searching, questioning mind I have ever known. Never 
have I heard or read of any one who asks such questions 
so relentlessly or who engages:in such ruthless criticism, not 
with any negative intention but in order to let the truth 
bespeak itself clearly and positively.” No doubt such in- 
ventive and creative theological genius is apt to leave more 
cloud trails than landmarks, and at times the profundity 
gives way to the enigmatic and obscure. 
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(4) Barth’s reassessment of the Bible is yet another rea- 
son for his reputation. In a general way orthodox thinkers 
have regarded the theological teaching of the Bible as true 
and infallible, and most of them regarded the inerrancy of 
the facts of the Bible as necessary for the support of its 
theological infallibility. Such a position could view higher 
criticism of the Bible only as an impertinence. On the con- 
trary the liberals regarded the Bible errant and fallible in 
theology, ethics, and matters of fact. The sole value of the 
Bible was to record the religious experiences of pious men 
and to seek to reproduce them in each successive generation. 

Before Barth came upon the scene—apart from some 
mutant species (e.g., Gore, Forsyth)—these two options 
seemed to exhaust the possibilities. Barth has attempted to 
joint together a serious, theological appreciation of the 
Scriptures and a critical appreciation of them. No doubt 
President Mackay’s sentiments with regard to this is shared 
by numerous contemporary theologians: “How liberating 
it has been for Christian faith—mine and that of a multi- 
tude of others—that a high view of Holy Scripture and the 
reality of biblical authority is not bound up with the gene- 
tic or historical problem of the composition of the books.” 

Barth insists that the Scriptures are errant and fallible in 
science and religion, but at the same time they are the word 
of God to the church. The church is bound to the Bible; 
theology is limited to the Bible; and God has given fiatly 
the Bible to the church as His word. 

Perhaps Barth’s position can be illustrated in a typical 
sermon situation. A minister preaches a sermon using faulty 
logic, some erratic exegesis, and some illustrations from 
nature which are scientifically wrong. Along with faulty 
logic, erratic exegesis, and mistaken science, he does witness 
to the saving power of God in Christ and several sinners 
respond to the invitation. If God can use the errant, fallible 
sermon to create saving faith in Christ, he can also use an 
errant, fallible Bible to speak his Word. If God is not 
ashamed of the errors of every kind in the Scriptures why 
should we be ashamed of them? After all, reasons Barth, 
the Scriptures are only a witness to the revelation of God, 
and a witness need not be infallible or inerrant but reliable 
and dependable. 

(Continued on page 48) 
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If you are lost it is because you refuse to be saved 5 








When Men Are Truly 


bh. 


If you are still a slave of sin, accept the liberty that Christ 


purchased for you on Calvary. Heed His Word and trust in Him. 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


¢¢T £ you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 

and you will know the truth, and the truth will make 
you free. . . . So if the Son makes you free, you will be free 
indeed” (John 8:31, 36). In Galatians 5:1 it is written, 
“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand fast therefore, and 
do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.” God made man 
in His image, an individual of liberty and choice; but when 
sin came, the children of Adam degenerated to monsters of 
pride and sought to dominate each other's souls. 


When Jesus Christ was born, half the people of the 
civilized world were slaves. Very few were slaves of color, 
although some from Egypt were darkskinned. Most slaves in 
the Roman Empire were white, because it was the custom 
to enslave prisoners of war. The armies of Rome were not 
paid as our armies are. There was no GI Bill of Rights, no 
Veterans Administration. When a man entered the Roman 
Armny, all he received was salarium—salt money, from which 
we get our word salary. The soldier’s salarium was the 
equivalent of a couple of cents a day. He lived on plunder, 
or from the sale of a prisoner. Battle hours were usually 
9 to 12, and 2 to 5—on Saturdays they knocked off at noon. 
Men could put up a flag of truce which meant, “Would 
you mind not fighting for the next couple of hours? We 
have something else to do.” So campaigns moved along 
quite pleasantly. Many stories from history substantiate 
this. For example, Emperor Constantine, whose army lay 
facing the enemy all night, stood between the two, gazed 
up at the stars, and said, “Well, Lord, tomorrow when we 
begin to fight, give me the victory.” There was no blowing 
the trumpet and attacking in the middle of the night. When 
a soldier captured prisoners, he would leave the battle, go 
to slave merchants waiting behind the lines, and sell his 
captives for a small price. In Italy, at the time of Jesus 
Christ, probably every important merchant used slaves to 
rar his business. They usually were highly educated Greeks. 


6 The Lord does not permit a single need which He cannot fulfill 


Into such a civilization came the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
That gospel came as a power, as an acorn dropped into a 
cleft of a rock; and before long the roots went down, the 
oak tree grew and split the rock apart, and liberty came in 
the train of Christianity. 


Christianity began among slaves. In the next to the last 
verse of the book of Philippians, Paul says “All the saints 
salute you, chiefly they that are of Caesar’s household.” So 
in the basement of the palace of Nero there was a church 
composed of slaves. In the Bible the Lord says in essence, 
“Slaves, don’t worry about your slavery; the most important 
thing in life is not that you be slave or free, but that you 
belong to Me and do My will.” In the early days of the 
church it was God’s will that some continue as slaves to 
witness for Him where they were. The Holy Spirit might 
have said, “If you have opportunity to get your liberty, 
get it, but it is not to be the main object of your life.” And 
He might have said to free men, “Though you are free, re- 
member that you are God's slaves; and if you are slaves, 
remember that you are God's free men.” 


This doctrine first applied to liberty of conscience. When 
a man was born again, the chains of sin were broken. 
Slavery as a social status was a very small handicap, com- 
pared with slavery to sin. In any situation, if the Son has 
set them free, men are free indeed. It does not make any 
difference what your circumstances are. Whether you are 
bank president or janitor, the great reality is that God comes 
to your heart and by the power of Jesus Christ delivers you 
from the burden of sin. Charles Wesley put it thus: 


He breaks the power of canceled sin, 
He sets the prisoner free; 

His blood can make the foulest clean; 
His blood availed for me. 


It was not long before the gospel in the transformed lives 
of Christians made a tremendous impact upon Roman 
civilization. Julian the Apostate exclaimed, “God, what 
women these Christians have!” They were chaste, noble, 
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pure, true. In contrast to the pagan women, the purity and 
honor of these Christians bore astounding witness to the 
power of Christ. Thousands of men and women willingly 
lived and died for their faith. As a result, by the time Rome 
fell, multitudes were free, and slavery in the Empire was 
greatly reduced. : 

In the Middle Ages, barons and bishops dominated the 
hearts of men. Feudalism and serfdom were the order of 
society. Once more the power of Christianity began to work, 
and throughout western Europe, wherever the gospel went, 
men were freed from spiritual darkness and social bondage. 
Even in the midst of the Dark Ages, Wycliffe and the 
Lollards preached truth in England, John Huss in Bohemia, 
and Savanarola in Florence. Men and women preached 
against social injustices; and, with the coming of the print- 
ing press, the Bible went everywhere, breaking the chains 
of the enslaved. 

In 1862 the Swedish chemist Alfred Bernhard Nobel, 
whose will provided the fund for the Nobel prizes, invented 
a great explosive. He asked a professor of Greek in Upsala 
University in Sweden, “Tell me the Greek word for power, 
that I might call my new discovery by that name.” “Call it 
dynamite,” replied the professor. “Dunamis is the word for 
explosive power.” This word is used in Romans 1:16,” .. . I 
am not ashamed for the gospel of Christ; it is (dunamis) 
the power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith.” 
The Protestant Reformation and the circulating of the 
Bible sealed the doom of slavery. 

You cannot put the Bible into the hands of men without 
having it perform its work. In France, after the Reforma- 
tion, slavery still existed in a terrible form. Against this 
slavery, and apart from Christianity, men began to revolt. 
They sought the byproducts of Christianity without its 
salvation. They did not want Jesus Christ and His redemp- 
tion, but only the fruits of that redemption. Voltaire, 
Rousseau, and the Encyclopedists preached liberty, equal- 
ity, and fraternity, apart from Christ. And their preaching 
sowed the seeds of the warfare which now troubles the world 
—in India, China, Russia, and Africa. For liberty, equality, 
and fraternity without Jesus Christ, means that men are 
free from human masters but slaves to their own selfishness. 
The French Revolution seized upon this idea of liberty 
without Christ and gave men liberty without any master, 
human or divine. Thus was prepared the ground for Karl 
Marx, for Communism, and for all the social, economic, and 
political evils of our day. 

About 140 years ago, the first great wave of missionaries 
went to the foreign field—to India, to China, to Africa. 
Everywhere they presented the Bible, and taught Bible 
truth. Missionary schools were established so that people 
could read the Bible, which has been translated into 1300 
tongues. All over the earth today, men who were slaves— 
degraded, downtrodden, outcast, bowed low by burdens— 
can read these great words: “You will know the truth, and 
the truth will make you free.” They did not understand 
what that freedom was, but they knew its byproduct. Do 
not forget that freedom is the byproduct of Christianity. 
Not only does the gospel bring individual salvation, but 
the ramifications of Christianity go to the uttermost parts 
of the earth. The gospel would not be the gospel if it did 
not lift men’s burdens and give them a better life. 

Do you think Gandhi's denunciation of the caste system 
would have taken effect if missionaries had not first preached 
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Christ in India? Hearing the gospel, men lifted their eyes 
from the dust and saw the glory of individual salvation and 
the dignity of human personality revealed in Jesus Christ. 
This is the byproduct of Christianity. Over the world today 
the gospel has done its work. India, Pakistan, China and 
Africa are saying, ““We want to run our own affairs.” Today 
it is a contest between liberty in Christ, and liberty without 
Christ. The French and Russian Revolutions stand over 
against Christ’s words, “You will know the truth, and the 
truth will make you free. . . . So if the Son makes you free, 
you will be free indeed.” 

What I have been saying about the world scene and of 
the gospel’s effect on nations, tribes, and peoples, is also 
true for your own heart and life. Do you know what it is 
to be free in Christ? Have you lifted your eyes from the 
dirt and fixed them upon the throne of God? Do you know 
freedom in Christ? Can you sing with Wesley, “He breaks 
the power of canceled sin, He sets the prisoner free”? 

Hear the words of Paul to the Athenians, and take them 
to yourself: “God . . . commands all men everywhere to re- 
pent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge 
the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appoint- 
ed, and of this he has given assurance to all men by raising 
him from the dead” (Acts 17:31). If you are without Jesus 
Christ, I do not seek to cajole you. God commands you to 
repent. On God’s clock it is later than you think. The ris- 
ing tide of color is a fact. Russia is a fact. The atom and 
hydrogen bombs are facts. Jet-propulsion airplanes are facts. 
We live in a world of illusion, and say, “All is well-in the 
best of worlds.” But volcanoes are bubbling everywhere. 
In many places the lava has started to flow—the prelude to 

(Continued on page 39) 
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“What makes you think it’s a forgery?” 
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Replace Whistler's mother by a Roman priest, and the TV set by 
purgatory, and you get exactly the same effect. Tradition is based on 
invention and becomes current only through the circulation of the 
forgery. 
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OPERATION HOSPITALITY 


This editorial is not about the tribe 
of Indians in Ecuador who killed the 
missionaries who were trying to get in 
touch with them for Christ. This is 
about the Aucas of the United States 
and how we may reach them. 

I have a close personal friend who is 
in a church composed of people of vary- 
ing degrees of spiritual development. 
There is even a doubt of the salvation 
of some. We should not be astonished 
at this; for the Lord told us that we 
were to expect tares in the midst of the 
wheat. What brought the matter into 
sharp focus for me was the fact that my 
friend called these people Aucas. And 
then his method of dealing with them 
was so simple, so biblical that it appeal- 
ed to me greatly. 

Concerning a dinner party, he said, 
“We invited four couples. Two were be- 
lievers and two were Aucas. We had an 
Auca lawyer and brought Bill Blank to 
sit next to him. We had an Auca ad- 
vertising man and brought Frank So- 
and-so to sit next to him. We didn’t 
bring religion into the picture at all. 
But finally one of the Aucas said some- 
thing that made it possible for his op- 
posite number to put forth a quiet 
word of faith and of joy in deep exper- 
ience in Christ. That did it. The rest of 
the evening they were asking and we 
were answering.” 

Here is one of the most potent meth- 
ods of evangelism that could be devised. 
Operation Hospitality. It is even my 
opinion that it would be quite legiti- 
mate to use some of your tithe money 
to pay for the roast beef. If your mo- 
tives are right, you can be sure that the 
Lord will guide in all the details. 


THE WHOLE WORD 


Evangelistic preaching alone will not 
nourish the soul. The true pastor must 
feed his flock, and the only food is the 
Word of God. The pastor must do as 
Paul did—he must declare all the coun- 
sel of God. This is hard. Paul said he 
had not shunned to do this. He did not 
shrink from declaring hard truths; he 
did not suppress unpalatable truths. 





Many preachers, by preaching only 
evangelistic sermons, avoid the cutting 
edge of truths about Christian living. 
One deacon said, “Our preacher does 
nothing but try to convert us all twice 
each Sunday.” Nothing can leave a con- 
gregation more anemic. 

The pastor’s function is to feed the 
flock of God; this is the commission 
that the Lord gave to Peter and that 
Peter passed on to the elders (John 
21:15-17; I Pet. 5:2,3). The whole 
Word of God is the diet which Christ 
prescribed for each of us (Matt. 4:4). 
Expository preaching takes a man, verse 
by verse, through entire books of the 
Bible. Thus he must treat every subject 
that Scripture treats—the hard ones as 
well as the easy ones. In our private 
Bible study we must not confine our- 
selves to favorite passages but must take 
the entire revelation of God and give 
Him opportunity to wound us with 
some truths and to bind up our wounds 
with others. 


THE WILL 


We know what we ought to do, but 
there is an abyss between what we 
know and what we do. Paul’s anguish- 
ed cry was, “I do not understand my 
own actions. For I do not do what I 
want, but I do the very thing I hate. 
. .- I can will what is right, but I can- 


not do it. . . . When I want to do right, 
evil lies close at hand” (Rom. 7:15, 18, 
21). 


The resolution of the problem is var- 
iously expressed in the Bible. We are 
told that the members of the flesh are 
to be put to death (Col. 3:5), that we 
are to be crucified with Christ (Gal. 
2:20), that we are to walk in the Spirit 
in order that we do not fulfil the desires 
of the flesh (Gal. 5:16). But for practi- 
cal, daily, down-to-earth accomplish- 
ment of what we desire, there is noth- 
ing more effective than absolute deter- 
mination to be commited to the Lord 
in moment-by-moment surrender to 
Him. Christ expressed the principle in 
a remarkable way that is somewhat ob- 
scured by the fact that the word will is 
both noun and verb in our language. 
The KJV reads, “If any man willeth to 


do His will he shall know .. .” (John 
7:17). The RSV uses two nouns to get 
around the difficulty, “If any man’s will 
is to do His will, he shall know. . .” 
In order to keep the force of the verb 
and the noun, I would translate it, “If 
any man determines to do His will he 
shall know .. .” 

There must be this sanctified deter- 
mination. A hymn that was very pop- 
ular half a century ago was “Hold the 
Fort.” The writer took his theme from 
an incident in the Civil War. A gen- 
eral had sent the message to a be- 
leaguered stronghold, “Hold the fort. I 
am coming.” The chorus, in the finish- 
ed hymn, was: 


“Hold the fort, for I am coming,” 
Jesus signals still. 

Wave the answer back to Heaven, 
“By Thy grace we will.” 


Here is the heart of the matter. We 
shall be brought through. There is no 
doubt about it. The saints will perse- 
vere. “He that has begun a good work 
in you will keep on perfecting it until 
the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6). 
Our own responsibility is definitely in- 
volved. This sanctified determination of 
which I have spoken is a highly import- 
ant element in the development of the 
Christian life. There must be set-jaw 
determination, “This one thing I do” 
(Phil. 3:13). Drinkwater has expressed 
it in one of his poems: 


Knowledge we ask not—knowledge 
Thou hast lent, 
But Lord, the will—there lies our 
bitter need, 
Give us to build above the deep 
intent 
The deed, the deed. 


LET US ALONE 


The natural tendency of the human 
heart is to want to run its own affairs 
without interference. The Christian has 
been left here to witness against the 
world and to tell the individual that he 
is responsible to God and that he must 
give account at the day of judgment. 
This is our only answer to the indiffer- 
ent man who says, “Religion and 
church may be all right for those who 
like that sort of thing, but why do you 
interfere with others who want to be 
left alone?” 

The classic examples of those who 
wanted to be left alone show us a sorry 
picture of sin and a desire to remain 
in it. The children of Israel wanted the 
leeks, the onions, and the garlic of 
Egypt and cried to Moses, “Let us 
alone” (Exod. 14:12). They knew noth- 
ing of, “Give me liberty or give me 
death.” Their cry was, give us food and 
we don’t care whose slaves we are. 

The New Testament example is that 
of a man with an unclean spirit. He 
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cried out to Christ, “Let us alone, what 
have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of 
Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? 
I know thee who thou art, the Holy 
One of God” (Mark 1:24). 

When a man does not want the 
truth of Christ proclaimed to him, he 
probably can be put into one of these 
two classifications—of the man greedy 
for sinful lust, or of the man fully pos- 
sessed by Satan. We must not forbear 
because of his desire for solitude. We 
have the one cure that can meet his 
need. We must come with a holy in- 
sistence—warning, inviting, pleading, 
persuading, loving. “And the greatest 
of these is love.” 


DO SOMETHING 


The Lord has made us so that we 
must be doing something for Him or 
else become stagnant. Even the paraly- 
tic in the Home for Incurables must 
form some project whereby his mind 
will be actively engrossed in prayer or 
constructive thinking. 

Pascal knew the need of man for 
activity and expressed it wonderfully in 
his Thoughts. “Nothing is so insuffer- 
able to man as to be completely at rest, 
without passions, without business, 
without diversion, without study. He 
then feels his nothingness, his forlorn- 
ness, his insufficience, his dependence, 
his weakness, his emptiness. There will 
immediately arise from the depth of his 
heart weariness, gloom, sadness, fretful- 
ness, vexation, despair.” 

Let us then ask God to keep us busy 
for Him: witnessing for Christ, studying 
His Word, actively seeking to develop 
the fruit of the Spirit which He has 
placed within us. Thus shall we keep 
from burying talents in a napkin, and 
thus shall we hear Him say, “Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant” 
(Matt. 25:21). 


SAYING AND DOING 


“Talkers are no good doers,” Shakes- 
peare says in Richard III. “Be doers of 
the word, not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves,” God says in divine truth 
(Jas. 1:22). 

Yet too often in the church today 
there are conferences, planning pro- 
grams, orientation groups, study ses- 
sions, workshops, diagnostic clinics, and 
a score of other meetings where the 
merry-go-round goes round but nothing 
moves forward. It has been said that 
the church is suffering from “the paraly- 
sis of analysis.” Calvin Grier Davis has 
written, “Everything has become a sub- 
ject for debate, a problem to be solved. 
God is a problem, Heaven is a problem, 
prayer is a problem. Our religious life 
uses its energies in endless discussions. 
Our faith is something to be analyzed, 
dissected, but not a power to live by. 
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A bit of doggerel goes like this: 


A centipede was happy quite, 

Until a frog in fun 

Said, “Pray, which leg comes after 
which?” 

This raised her mind to such a 
pitch, 

She lay distracted in the ditch 

Considering how to run. 


The church is like that—in the paralysis 
of analysis, impotent, powerless before 
a needy world.” 

The resolution of the problem is an 
individual one. Each of us must come 
to Christ in full commitment of heart, 
soul, mind, life, and strength to Him. 
Then, seeking every direction from 
Him and walking in accordance with 
His direction, we shall be free from all 
paralyzing introspection. We shall be 
emptied of self and filled with Him. 
“If the Son therefore shall make you 
free, you shall be free indeed” (John 
8:36). And in that freedom we can 
serve. 


COLD WAR 


We have become accustomed to the 
difference between a hot war and a 
cold war. In hot war bombs are dropped 
and people are killed. In cold war the 
enemy does all that he can short of 
shooting and tries to possess every ad- 
vantage for himself, hoping that he can 
get away with each thrust without hav- 
ing to fight for it. 

The same phenomenon exists in the 
religious world. The hot war of Chris- 
tianity is waged between true believers 
and belligerent enemies. The atheist, 
the communist, the rationalist—these 
proclaim themselves enemies, and use 
all the ammunition available to attack 
the truth of Christ and His revelation. 
The cold war may be more dangerous 
than the hot war. It is the war between 
the truth and the smug religionist. The 
devil baptizes many of his followers and 
brings them within the membership of 
the church. Christ called them “tares” 
and said that the enemy had done the 
planting (Matt. 13). The Holy Spirit 
describes the foes who will be arrayed 
against the believers in “the last days,” 
and says that they have “a form of 
godliness, but denying the power of it” 
(II Tim. 3:5). God’s orders are simple 
and definite—“From such turn away,” 
or, “Avoid such people.” 

In his farewell to the Ephesian elders, 
Paul reminded them that there would 
be two great dangers—one from outside: 
“wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock” (Acts 20:29); and the 
other from within: “from among your 
own selves will arise men speaking per- 
verse things, to draw away the disciples 
after them.” Both of these dangers may 


be looked upon as hot war, for anyone 
can detect such enemies. 

But what about the smug, the self- 
complacent, the indifferent? What about 
those who take their bodies to: church | 
every Sunday but leave their souls and 
spirits outside, occupied with the things © 
of the world? What about those whom 
Christ called hypocrites, saying, “This 
people honors me with their lips but 
their heart is far from me” (Matt. 15:8)? 

The true minister must direct many 
a sermon against these fighters in the 
cold war. The individual must know why 
God warns against loose thinking com- 
manding, “Gird up the loins of your 
mind” (I Pet. 1:13). And always we 
must be on the alert, not primarily to 
recognize such an attitude in others, but 
to see to it that we are not lukewarm 
soldiers on the wrong side in the cold 
war. 


CHRISTIAN CENTURY 


A recent issue of Christian Century 
carries a remarkable article by Roy C. 
DeLamotte, pastor of a circuit of rural 
Methodist churches in Tennessee. The 
article is remarkable not only for its con- 
tent but also because of the paper in 
which it is published. 

“Southern Liberal: Prophet or Apos- 
tate?” is a well written and forceful ac- 
cusation against the liberal ministers of 
the South for their temporizing silence 
in the face of murders and other mon- 
strous crimes and vices. He says, “A 
partial—or perhaps even the chief—ex- 
planation of this silence can be found in 
the social gospel of a generation ago, 
which nurtured many of the liberals 
now at the height of their careers in the 
pastorate. This theology, though loudly 
boasting its descent from the prophets, 
lacked many of the major premises of 
prophetic biblical faith. First, it denied 
moral responsibility. . . . In the liberal’s 
hand the sword of God’s judgment shat- 
ters on the granite assumption that men 
are the victims and not the creators of 
their social structures. . . . Second, it 
ignored the fact of sin. Liberalism habit- 
ually refers to all men as ‘children of 
God’ and is never quite prepared for the 
spectacle of the children of Satan doing 
the deeds of their father. Thus the lib- 
eral is tongue-tied when the fires of so- 
cial conflict melt away the wax mask of 
civility his parishioner normally shows. 
He recoils when another face emerges, 
furrowed with evil he cannot fathom. 
For this shattering vision of natural man 
the liberal has no theory and no ther- 
apy. He stumbles blindly among the 
old clichés, and perhaps hopes that if 
we will all be very quiet the thing will 
go away. He cannot denounce as the 
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LESSER LIGHTS 





Chosen to look after practical affairs, Stephen and 
Philip gave the highest spiritual service 


By HERBERT F. STEVENSON 


Editor of “Life of Faith” 
London, England 


INTRODUCTION 


It is one of the many paradoxes of the Bible that its 
divine inspiration is attested most convincingly by the 
fact that it is so human. The scriptures of other world 
religions usually contain undiluted dogma and doc- 
trine; the Bible is largely taken up with the experi- 
ences of men and women to whom the Word of God 
came. It tells of the reactions of ordinary people to 
the divine self-revelation; the effect upon them of faith 
in God, on the one hand, or disregard of His law, on 
the other. Men and women, youths and maidens are 
represented in the Bible stories; great men, and the 
insignificant—the whole range of human personality. 

Much has been written about the outstanding bibli- 
cal characters; but thrilling and inspiring stories 
abound of more humble folk—the “lesser lights” who 
throughout the centuries have been torchbearers of 
the faith. In his gallery of heroes the writer of the 
epistle to the Hebrews refers, at the close of chapter 
eleven, to the great number of whom time would fail 
to tell, who “wrought righteousness, obtained prom- 
ises . . . of whom the world was not worthy.” Some of 
these inheritors of the promises—and their New Testa- 
ment successors—rendered outstanding service to their 
day and generation, and became examples of faith for 
all time. For the vitality of the work and witness of 
the Church is maintained—much as it owes to its 
leaders—by the rank and file. 

It is hoped that these studies in the lives of some 
such will aid toward the realization of the age-long 
aspiration—“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed 
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily 
beset us and let us run with patience the race that is set 
before us, looking unto Jesus. .. .” 
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N° infrequently, great privilege in the Kingdom falls to 
the lot of seemingly insignificant people. Stephen and 
Philip were among the seven men chosen to relieve the 
apostles of the more mundane responsibilities in the early 
church; to look after certain “practical” affairs. But they 
were marked out for highest spiritual service. Stephen 
preached with such power and conviction that he drew 
upon himself the hatred of the Jewish authorities almost 
equal in venom to that they had manifested toward the 
Lord Himself; and he followed his Master in faithfulness 
unto death, becoming the first Christian. martyr. Philip, 
too, graduated from deacon to preacher, and was so effec- 
tive a missionary that he became known as “the evangelist” 
(Acts 21:8). The early church chose well, in selecting its 
first “diaconate.” Business ability and administrative skill 
were not regarded as the most desirable qualifications, but 
rather they sought men “full of faith and the Holy Ghost” 
(Acts 6:5). Would that this example had been more closely 
followed throughout the history of the church! 

Probably both Stephen and Philip were Hellenist Jews— 
Jews born and bred outside Palestine, and where Greek 
culture prevailed, as their Greek names indicate; conse- 
quently they were less rigid in their views than their fellow- 
believers who had been reared in the strictest traditions and 
prejudices of Judaism. This more liberal early influence 
prepared Philip for the great service he was to render as 
the first herald of the glad tidings among the Samaritans 
and the Gentiles. Indeed, he was the very first to fulfil the 
Lord’s command to preach the gospel “. . . in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost parts of the earth,” i.e., to Gen- 
tiles. In this he was the forerunner of both Peter, whose 
privilege it was to “open the door of faith to the Gentiles” 
(Acts 14:27) and of Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles (Rom. 
11:13). 

It was the outbreak of persecution against the church in 
Jerusalem, which ensued upon the martyrdom of Stephen, 
that led to the “scattering abroad” of its members, and in- 
itiated the missionary movement; for they “went every- 
where preaching the word” (Acts 8:4). Thus began’ the 
dispersion of the church, which proved a most potent fac- 
tor in its enlargement. It is noteworthy that, whereas the 
dispersion of the Jews among the Gentiles, intended by 
God for the blessing of the nations, resulted only in em- 
phasizing the exclusiveness of the Jews—their synagogues 
became everywhere symbols of their supercilious sense of 
spiritual superiority, rather than centers of witness to the 
true God—the dispersion of the church became a movement 
of extensive evangelism. 

Any other than Spirit-filled men and women might well 
have been intimidated by the events which, instead, 
spurred them to wider evangelistic activity. Philip was un- 
daunted by the death of his friend and colleague; unheed- 
ing of the like fate which might overtake him, he preached 
the same message as Stephen had proclaimed and with 
similar forcefulness and courage. But the result in his case 
was very different; for he went to the Samaritans, less 
bigoted than the Jews—and they “with one accord gave 
heed” (vs. 6). 

Now it was no easy matter for a Jew, albeit he was a 
Hellenist, to preach to the Samaritans; for the enmity be- 

(Continued on page 47) 
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MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 


an impression of the Crusade 


walked into Madison Square Garden opening night 
past statues of muscular boxers and through the doors 
where the broncos come twisting into view when the 
rodeo is here. The crowd coming in was quiet and orderly. 
Many carried Bibles. I was a half-hour early, but already 
there were over 12,000 people seated. 

One thousand ministers of all denominations sat together 
in a reserved section near the spot where two circus tigers 
fought to the death about a week before. The great choir 
of fifteen hundred filled the lower balcony across one whole 
end of the arena. As they finished their rehearsal, the strains 
of gospel singing filled the hall where the shouts and curses 
of fight fans are so often heard. 

When Billy Graham walked on to the platform, a wave 
of applause surprised us all, sweeping across the great 
crowd. Undignified? Out of place? Perhaps. But there has 
been such eagerness and expectancy, such long months of 
preparation and planning and waiting, that the joy of the 
moment had to find some expression. It could not be con- 
tained. 

A few minutes later Cliff Barrows announced the first 
hymn, and the same enthusiasm burst forth in a stunning 
sound as nearly 20,000 voices joined in singing “All Hail 
the Power of Jesus’ Name!” In Madison Square Garden! 

As Mr. Graham acknowledged the welcome to New York 
from the crusade committee chairman, he reminded every- 
one that whatever had been or would be accomplished was 
by the mercy of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
that no man or group of men should be given the honor 
or the credit. He quoted the verse where God says “I am 
the Lord . . . ; my glory I give to no other.” Billy con- 
tinued this theme in his prayer just before the message as 
he said: “We pray that the speaker shall hide behind the 
cross, until the people see none save Jesus.” 

The sermon was from the first chapter of Isaiah, where 
God demands social justice and personal repentance in- 
stead of mere formal religious observance. Billy pointed 
out that the moral sickness spoken of by Isaiah was still 
with us, and that the sins of America parallel those of all 
men at all times. Men have forsaken God, the flowing foun- 
tain of living water, and have dug instead reservoirs that 
leak, and hold no satisfaction. 

The message was simple and powerful: of the sin and 
self-deception of man, of the hunger of the soul and the 
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false cures men try, and of the mercy of God in Jesus 
Christ. When the invitation was given there was a startling 
response that packed the entire open area around the plat- 
form and filled the aisles some distance back. 

Mr. Graham watched in silence, and finally said: “Ladies 
and gentlemen, this is an answer to prayer. It can’t be ex- 
plained psychologically, though many people will try.” He 
went on to say that in one town alone, over in India, there 
were 5000 people who had covenanted to be in prayer at 
the moment the invitation was to be given. When there 
was time the next day to count, it was discovered that just 
over seven hundred had come forward. 

About half those at any given meeting come in special 
delegations from churches or places of business. Church 
groups are urged to bring not just their own members, but 
their friends who need to come hear the gospel of Christ. 
This phase of the Crusade is called “Operation Andrew.” 
Seats are reserved for these special groups, who come in by 
chartered bus or even special train. Already groups have 


Ellsworth Culver of Orient Crusades hands W. G. Haymaker 
letters from prayer groups in Formosa, Korea and Hong Kong. 
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come from as far away as Chicago, and trainloads will be 
coming in from Atlanta, Boston, Detroit, Montreal, Nash- 
ville, and many other distant points. 

In the first balcony, just to Mr. Graham’s left, about fifty 
seats are filled every night with the deaf and dumb. An 
interpreter stands in front of them and reproduces the 
service in sign language. Many of the words take on richer 
meaning when you see the visual symbol that goes with 
the sound. When Billy spoke of the burden of sin, I saw 
the interpreter stagger like a man carrying something too 
heavy for him. As Billy said, “You can cast all your care 
on God,” the interpreter went through the motions of 
making a package, wrapping it up, and throwing it away. 
And every time the name of Christ is mentioned the in- 
terpreter spreads his arms and quickly points to the palm 
of each hand. 

When the invitation is given, I usually follow the group 
that comes forward as they go out of the main hall and 
down a ramp. A basement room, where a few weeks ago the 
circus kept its wild animals, has been transformed into a 
counseling room for those who make decisions. And how 
appropriate! For there the lives of men and women are 
transformed every night as they give up the struggle against 
God's love. 

One young man had been drunk for weeks, living on 
nothing but alcohol, gripped by sin and despair. He had 
seen in the papers that the evangelist was coming to town, 
and this much go through to him in his drunken fog. 
He had even thought about going, but he kept on drinking. 
Then some time in the middle of Wednesday night he saw 
the paper with the highlights of Mr. Graham’s opening 
sermon and the story of the seven hundred that made de- 
cisions for Christ that night. He reached a decision of his 
own then—to come to the next meeting. Early in the dawn 
Thursday morning he left the bar and spent the whole 
day in a concentrated effort to sober up enough to attend. 
He came, and Christ laid hold on his life. His face was 
radiant as he told about the change he had just exper- 
ienced. 

The counseling is one of the most delicate and difficult 
aspects of the Crusade. What a critical moment in the life 
of a new-born Christian or a returning prodigal! But 
here, as in every phase, we count on God’s answering our 
prayer and the prayers of millions that He by His Spirit 
breathe life and power into the dead bones of organiza- 
tion and structure that are the skeleton of the Crusade. We 
have seen these prayers answered many times in wonderful 
ways. The counselor assigned (by what men call “chance”) 
to the man I described above was a wonderful young 
Christian worker, with the Navigators, who had himself 
been an alcoholic before he was saved. 

By the fifth night Madison Square Garden was packed 
to capacity. Within the first six nights, the total number 
making decisions in the evening meetings passed four 
thousand. Such initial response, unprecedented in Billy 
Graham’s previous crusades, can only be attributed to the 
working of God. Billy has often said that the secret of this 
New York crusade is prayer, not a personality or an organ- 
ization. At the beginning of this article is a photo of the 
maps showing the locations of the 3600 prayer groups in 
the United States and the 1800 prayer groups in 60 foreign 
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countries. Tribesmen in the Naga hills of India who have 
never seen a taxi or a two-story building are praying for 
New York. Bob Pierce told a ministers’ meeting here 
about Christians in the mountains of Formosa who have 
never seen a body of water larger than a well, and who 
can’t even conceive of an ocean, but who are praying for 
the great city of New York, knowing only that it is a place 
where many people need Christ. 

The need is indeed staggering. Part of the outreach of 
the Crusade is a late-evening TV show, 11:30 over channel 
11, designed to speak to many who would never come to 
a service. Evangelist Mel Dibble is master of ceremonies, 
and after some news, a song, and a testimony, he gives a 
brief statement of the gospel and invites those who have 
problems to phone the Crusade office. Hundreds call every 
week, and they would move you to prayer if nothing else 
would. 

The beginning of this Crusade has been a time of great 
victory. But Mr. Graham often reminds us that after victory, 
Satan strikes. After Joshua’s victory at Jericho overcon- 
fidence resulted in a great defeat at Ai. So this would be 
his most urgent request of you: Pray! More than ever be- 
fore, pray for the great city of New York, for its lonely 
people, its proud people, its hungry people. Pray for the 
special corps of counselors who between them speak over 
a dozen foreign languages so that each person coming for- 
ward might hear the gospel in his own tongue. Pray for 
the ministers of the city. Pray for the eight associate evan- 
gelists as they go out to many special meetings. Pray for 
the morning Bible teaching hour. Pray for Billy Graham 
and the whole team, that God may strengthen them and 
speak and work through them; for it is not by techniques or 
publicity, not by might or by power, but by the Spirit of 
God that revival can come in our time. 








Tests made in a T-33 jet trainer have made it possible to suspend grav- 
ity for as long as forty seconds. By flying the proper curve at high 
speed the occupants of the plane become weightless. A ball tossed 
from the hand does not fall; gravity is suspended. Half the men tested 
felt pleasant, elated sensations. One wished he could live forever at 


the spirit (Gal. 5:17). When we look to Christ and surrender to Him, 
we may know what it is to walk in the spirit and to have triumph 
for forty seconds, minutes, hours. . . . There will always be times 

our old nature will make known its downward gravitational pull, 
but God has made it possible for us to return and rest in Him. 
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And he said unto them, 
‘Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, 
and rest a while’; for there were many coming 
and going, and they had no leisure so much 


as to eat. Mark 6:31 


Dies had sent the twelve on a preaching and healing 

mission. As they return, weary from the heavy demands, 
He sees their need of rest. With gracious and solicitous 
words, He takes them to a desert place for restoration of 
body and mind and the finding of new vision for the task. 
The busyness of the apostles’ lives has a curious echo of 
our own hectic living: “for there were many coming and 
going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat.” How 
many times have we been in that situation, heavy demands 
on every side, meetings and activities crowding our hours 
and days, with scarcely time to look after the minimum 
needs of our bodies! 

As we approach the summer days of vacationing, it might 
be well for us to remember these words of Jesus, “Come 
ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while.” 
As evangelical Protestants, we have thrown aside the asceti- 
cism of the Roman Church in the Middle Ages and also 
the practices of that church which have continued down 
to our present day. We decry the “otherworldliness” of 
such practices. Yet, in reality, we are often guilty of weaken- 
ing our bodies and neglecting our health in the midst of 
consecrated spiritual living. The minister who never takes 
“a day off,” contemptuous of less hardy colleagues; the busi- 
ness man who snorts his disgust of the need for a vacation; 
the “busy” church workers for the Lord who live in a con- 
stant stream of meetings and activities often resembling a 
“squirrel cage” existence; life for many such people is a 
dizzy ride on the never-ending circle of “doing things” for 
the Lord. Too often the very rapidity of the activities blurs 
the real meaning and the deep purposes of the Christian 
life which God would more completely reveal if we took 
time periodically to “Be still, and know that I am God.” 
Mere activity, even “much speaking,” is not always the an- 
swer to Christ’s demands upon our lives. The Christ asks 
in love that we give everything to Him: our souls, our 
wills, our minds, our bodies. He is the Lord of all our life 
and. everything must come under His direction and con- 
trol. Through His apostle Paul, He reminds us: “Know ye 
not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which 
is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your 
own?” (I Corinthians 6:19). 

As earnest Christians, we turn to Jesus for His example. 
This we can do even for the care of our bodies. The Scrip- 
tures tell us that even as a young man Jesus was marked 
by an all-round development: “And Jesus increased in wis- 
dom and stature, and in favor with God and man.” (Luke 
2:52). There is much evidence to reveal that the glowing 
spirit of the Son of God was housed in a strong, well- 
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conditioned body. His early years as carpenter’s helper and 
carpenter would require such a body. Even more, the rela- 
tively brief but hectic days of His public ministry, with their 
constant drain of physical, mental, and spiritual energy in 
terms of traveling weary miles of dusty roads, speaking to 
the multitudes, counseling with individuals and small 
groups, healing with divine power and exhausting demand 
the lame, the blind, the leper, the mentally sick, these days 
indeed would test the stamina of the strongest man. Yet 
Jesus met these demands with a body apparently superbly 
conditioned. We have other indications that Jesus must 


have spent much time in the out-of-doors throughout his- 


life on earth. His awareness of God’s earth is manifest in 
his teachings and in his habits: He speaks of “the birds of 
the air,” the “flowers of the field,” the “grass,” the sower, 
the harvest, the sheep. Apparently early in life he had 
formed the habit of wandering in the hills and seeking 
solitude in the desert or lonely places. He felt “at home” 
in the earth which His Father had created. He knew the 
meaning of Job’s words, “Speak to the earth, and it will 
teach thee” (Job 12:8a). In Job’s mind, as in Jesus’, the 
very mind of God could be found in His created universe. 
We find many references in the Gospels to Jesus going to 
the hills and the lonely places for communion with His 
Father and for refreshment of body and mind. These re- 
treats of Jesus were not for the body alone, of course. Jesus 
knew so well that spiritual communion with God was basic 
to all life, including the body. He once said, “I have meat 
to eat that ye know not of. . . . My meat is to do the will 
of Him that sent me, and to finish His work” (John 4:32, 
34). But in the Gospels we find no record of Jesus being 
overcome with sickness or limited in His physical activities. 
In the very heavy demands of His ministry, He knew weari- 
ness, hunger, thirst; He bore the unbearable pain of the 
cross with strength and fortitude; yet, in childlike faith, he 
slept soundly aboard a small boat tossed by a wild storm on 
the Sea of Galilee. Truly our Master was the Lord of all 
of life, including the physical. He came that “He might 
bring life, and bring it more abundantly.” This abundant 
life we can find with Him if we will take time for the re- 
freshment of our bodies. 

However, in this day of psychosomatic medicine and 
treatment, we are deeply aware that our body condition 
influences our mind and that ou: mind affects our body. 
Jesus’ words, “Come ve yourselves apart into a desert place, 
and rest a while,” have meaniug also for the refreshment 
that can come to our minds as we move from the regular 
demanding routine of our lives into places of retreat or 
recreation. Tired bodies and tired minds reacting on each 
other can often distort our ministry for Christ. I am amazed 
often at the deeply consecrated Christians of fundamental 
convictions who lose apparently their spiritual } erspective 
in the doing of the Lord’s work. I listen with a sense of 
dismay and shame to outstanding religious leaders and also 
common laymen who set forth with great pride “their” 
achievements fur the Lord. Some of the church publicity 
I see in our daily newspapers regarding ministers seems far 
removed from the One who came “not to be ministered un- 
to, but to minister.” Men who are in positions of great 
Christian influence need not aggrandize themselves. We are 
the followers of One who called Himself “meek and lowly 
in heart.” The heavy routine of our ministry, the praise 
and often adulation which comes from devoted followers 
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can often throw us off course. Sometimes I think that we | 
are, unconsciously, humanists in action and thought. We, 
in our blindness, imagine that the achievements are our 
own, and that we are “makers” of the gospel. All of us, 
ministers and laymen, need to go apart for awhile and 
rest with the Master in retreat to regain our perspective 
and to find once more that of ourselves we can do nothing. 
The power comes from Christ our Lord. “Except the Lord 
build the house,” vain are our human achievements, even 
if the crowds acclaim us. Again the example of our Master 
is before us: “Let this mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of God, thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God: but made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men: and being found in fash- 
ion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross.” The result: 
“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a name which is above every name” (Phil. 2:5-9). 

The greatest opportunity of a vacation, the “coming. . . 
apart . . . for a while,” is to renew the deep spiritual pow- 
ers of our lives and to find a deeper living experience of 
the Master. Regardless of how regular we are in our periods 
of prayer and devotional reading, there is a need to break 
the regular pattern, to move out from the pressures of 
schedules and work routines, to a period of “free” medita- 
tion in which time is forgotten. Again, we have the ex- 
ample of the Master at this point. Luke tells us: “And it 
came to pass in those days, that he went out into a moun- 
tain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.” 
We have several other references where Jesus goes apart 
to meditate and pray. After His baptism, he. went into a 
desert place for forty days in what we call His “tempta- 
tions.” Actually, Jesus seemed to need periods of retreat, 
away from the demands of His ministry, in order that He 
might “keep in touch” with His Father and continue in 
His Father’s will. When we realize that Christ’s earthly 
ministry was not more than three years in length, and we 
read of the many times He went apart to pray, we can 
realize how much He felt the need of such re-creation. If 
this condition was true of the life which we regard as “one 
continual prayer,” how much more necessary it is for us 
to use at least yearly “breaks” to seek God without thought 
of time or the day’s demand. 

Arnold Toynbee, the English historian, who sees the in- 
fluence of religion in history more than most secular his- 
torians, surveys the rise and fall of some twenty-one civili- 
zations. As he seeks the reason for the rise of societies, 
Toynbee discovers that creative individuals or groups are 
the civilization’s source of new life and new purpose. Toyn- 
bee finds one common experience in these individuals and 
groups. At some time prior to their creative efforts in lift- 
ing civilization, these individuals or groups were in a per- 
iod of retreat from the pressures of living. Anyone who has 
read the Bible carefully, is aware of this type of experience. 
Moses, fleeing from the court of Pharaoh to the desert about 
Mount Sinai, spends several years as a sheepherder until 
God calls to him from the flaming bush to lead the chosen 
people out of Egypt. Moses, apparently buried and lost in 
the desert places, found in those years of retreat such a deep 
awareness and understanding of God that he came back 
upon the field of history to give the world the Ten Com- 

(Continued on page 39) ‘ 
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Vatican Decorations of Congressmen Questioned by POAU 
NCC Official Would Beam Religious Broadcasts to Unchurched 
Bizarre Practices of Faith Healers Hit by Presbyterians 


POAU QUESTIONS DECORATIONS 


A question as to whether two promi- 
nent members of Congress violated the 
Constitution by accepting a decoration 
from Pope Pius XII without first ob- 
taining the consent of Congress has 
been raised in Washington by Protest- 
ants and Other Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State. 

Rep. John W. McCormack (D.- 
Mass.), House majority leader, and Rep. 
John J. Rooney (D.-N. Y.), chairman of 
the House subcommittee on State De- 
partment appropriations, recently re- 
ceived the decorations in a cermony at 
the residence here of Archbishop Am- 
leto Giovanni Cicognani, Apostolic 
Delegate to the United States. 

The medal of the Order of St. Greg- 
ory the Great with star was presented 
to the two lawmakers. It is one of the 
highest honors the Pope confers upon 
laymen. They received it for their lead- 
ership in Catholic charities and their 
service to the Catholic Church. 

POAU said Article 1, Section 9, of the 
constitution provides that “no person 
holding any office of profit or trust un- 
der the United States shall, without the 
consent of Congress, accept any present, 
emolument, office, or title of any kind 
whatever from any king, prince, or for- 
eign state.” 

Vatican City is recognized in U. S. 
diplomacy as a sovereign foreign state, 
POAU said. It quoted the National 
Catholic Almanac as stating that the 
Order of St. Gregory the Great has two 
main divisions, civil and military, and 
that it was created to “reward the civil 
and military virtues of the subjects of 
the Papal States.” 

“It is clear that this is not a religious 
decoration,” Glenn L. Archer, executive 
secretary of POAU declared. 

(The order was established in 1831 
by Pope Gregory XVI when there were 
Papal states. According to the Catholic 
Dictionary, published by Macmillan 
Co., and other Roman Catholic sources 
in New York, the order is now the one 
most commonly bestowed in recognition 
of distinguished service to the Church.) 


HE’D AIM BROADCASTS AT SINNERS 
Church-sponsored broadcasts should 
1b 


be aimed primarily at reaching the un- 
churched and those to whom the gospel 
has never been communicated, an 
American Protestant official said in 
Frankfort, Germany. 

Dr. S. Franklin Mack of New York 
said it was a “prostitution” of the op- 
portunity offered by broadcasting to use 
it only to dispense spiritual “vitamins” 
to regular churchgoers. He is Executive 
Director of the Broadcasting and Film 
Commission of the National Council of 
Churches. 

Dr. Mack gave the keynote address at 
the first World Conference on Christian 
Broadcasting. The week-long meeting, 
sponsored by the World Committee for 
Christian Broadcasting, was attended by 
more than 200 delegates from 15 coun- 
tries. The sessions were held in Kron- 
berg Castle near here. 

The great weakness of much preach- 
ing and of “not a little religious broad- 
casting” Dr. Mack said, is that it is 
“couched in the technical jargon of the 
seminary.” 

“This the layman never uses,” he 
stressed. “It is imperative that we learn 
to use language that can be appropriat- 
ed by the layman.” 

He said that in North America the 
“ordained ministry seldom knows how 
to speak to anything other than captive 
audiences of like-minded people.” 

“Radio and television have added a 
new dimension to modern life and we 
must recognize this and come to grips 
with it,” he said. 

Dr. Mack called for a mobilization of 
the church’s manpower with the “le- 
gions of the air” supported by “ground 
troops” of practicing Christians. 

“The individual Christian is meant to 
be a living epistle, seen and read by 
all,” he said. “He is the only ‘minister 
of the Gospel’ many will ever know.” 

“But the priesthood of the laity is 
neglected and the church’s redemptive 
activity is expected to take place within 
the four walls of a building. In conse- 
quence, it is the building that comes to 
be thought of as ‘the church’ instead of 
the redemptive fellowship itself.” 

Dr. Mack said the time is ripe for a 
“world-wide demonstration of the pow- 
er of God” to transform individual 
lives, the church, nations, and the world. 


FAITH HEALERS DENOUNCED 


Faith healers who make “incorrect in- 
terpretations” of the Scriptures to justi- 
fy “bizarre practices” and cure claims 
were denounced by the 97th General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S. (Southern) in Birmingham, 
Ala. 

The commissioners (delegates) adopt- 
ed unanimously a report by the Assem- 
bly’s Committee on Christianity and 
Health which deplored such practices 
and claims. 

According to the report, the commit- 
tee undertook to give sound interpreta- 
tion to one of the classic New Testa- 
ment passages dealing with sickness and 
health. It referred specifically to James 
5:13-16: 

Is any one among you suffering? Let 
him pray. Is any cheerful? Let him sing 
praise. Is any among you sick? Let him 
call for the elders of the church, and 
let them pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of:the Lord; and 
the prayer of faith will save the sick 
man, and the Lord will raise him up; 
and if he has committed sins, he will be 
forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to 
one another, and pray for one another, 
that you may be healed. 


“Incorrect interpretations of this pas- 
sage,” the report said, has furnished 
support for many of the bizarre prac- 
tices and unjustifiable claims trumpeted 
abroad in the name of the Christian 
religion by faith healers.” 

At the same time, the report said, it 
should be the purpose of the Church 
“not only to refute the distortions of 
faith healers, but also to bring into 
proper scope the positive elements in 
James’ program on behalf of the sick.” 

Going into detail about the passage, 
the report stated: “It is important to 
remember that by ‘faith’ James means 
much more than an intellectual assent 
to a proposition. . . . Neither prayer 
nor faith would help a sick person re- 
cover from the adverse effects of over- 
eating so long as the person persisted 
in gluttony.” 

The report further asserted that 
James does not mean the Lord will raise 
up the sick in response to prayer and 
faith, “for then there would be no 
death.” 
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“On the other hand,” it said, “much 
suffering is needless in that we bring it 
upon ourselves by our sins and follies.” 

The report declared that the true 
purpose of prayer was “not to persuade 
God to change His plans, but rather, 
being convinced of the wisdom and love 
of God, and knowing that He alone is 
deserving of our unconditional trust, we 
therefore submit ourselves to Him, say- 
ing “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done.” 

“Should we be unwilling to submit 
to God’s rule over us,” it added, “such 
resistance unfits us to receive physical 
and spiritual blessings from Him.” 


CRIME IN THE U.S.A. 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation, reported 
in Washington that 1956 was the worst 
year on record for crime. 

He disclosed, in the FBI’s annual 
“Uniform Crime Report,” that offenses 
known to the police numbered 2,563,150 
last year, more than 300,000 over 1955. 
The 13.3 per cent increase was the lar- 
gest ever recorded for a single year. It 
brought the crime rate to 43 per cent 
higher than in 1950. ' 

Most appalling is the fact that juve- 
nile delinquency increased nearly 20 
per cent in 1956 over the previous year. 
It was the worst year for juvenile crime 
in the twenty-six years the FBI has been 
compiling national reports on police ar- 
rests. 

A total of 234,474 children under 18 
were arrested in 1956. They were 
charged with crimes ranging from mur- 
der to petty larceny. There were nearly 
39,000 more arrests last year than in 
1955. 

Of juveniles who came into contact 
with the police, more than 40 per cent 
had not yet reached their 15th birthday. 

The 1956 crime rate was 1,533 per 
100,000 population compared with 1,187 
in 1950. The rate increased four times 
faster than the population, which rose 
1l per cent during the same period. 

A total of 6,970 Americans were 
murdered in 1956, the FBI director said, 
an increase of 120 over the record set 
in 1955. In addition 5,650 other Ameri- 
cans met violent deaths through negli- 
gent manslaughter. A majority of the 
latter were killed as a result of traffic 
accidents “due to the gross negligence 
of someone other than the victim,” Mr. 
Hoover said. 

Direct property loss from robberies, 
burglaries and theft totaled an estimated 
$440 million, the FBI report indicated. 

Greatest crime increase occurred in 
cities of 10,000 to 25,000 population— 
more than 19 per cent. The increase in 
cities of 1,000,000 population or more 
amounted to only 7 per cent. 
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CHRISTIANS HOLD THE KEY 


America will not experience a genu- 
ine religious revival and stem crime and 
delinquency until professing Christians 
deepen their spiritual lives, the presi- 
dent of the National Holiness Associa- 
tion said in Minneapolis. 

Giving his report at the association’s 
annual convention, Dr. Myron F. Boyd, 
Winona Lake, Ind., said five essentials 
are necessary for a revival: 

“A new interest in the Bible; an em- 
phasis on the spiritual and doctrinal in 
music; faith in prayer; authority in per- 
sonal testimony; and honoring of the 
Holy Spirit.” 

“We cannot turn back the centuries 
and return to Jerusalem’s Upper Room, 
but we can meet conditions for an out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit upon our 
iives,” Dr. Boyd declared. 

“That can be as powerful and effec- 
tive as the first Pentecost if we meet di- 
vine conditions.” 

“God is waiting to show us what we 
can do with men and women who are 
fully abandoned to the control of His 
Spirit. The need was never greater than 
it is now. And if we will do our part, 
He will not fail us, for His glory is at 
stake.” 


PLEA FOR SIMPLER FUNERALS 


Simple services with emphasis on pri- 
vacy and dignity were recommended by 
a committee of Protestant clergymen ap- 
pointed by the Denver Ministerial Alli- 
ance to draw up a set of standards for 
funeral procedure. 

The committee’s report was adopted 
unanimously by the Alliance at a meet- 
ing attended by more than one hun- 
dred ministers. 

Recommendations of the committee 
included: 

Use of flowers at funerals be discour- 
aged. In place of flowers, sympathizers 
may send “some gift to the church or 
cause in which the deceased had an ac- 
tive interest.” 

Public viewing of the remains be dis- 
couraged. A private viewing for rela- 
tives might be arranged if it would of- 
fer comfort. 

Church, military and lodge funerals 
should not be intermingled. 

Modest appointments be made for the 
disposal of the corpse. 

No funeral arrangements should be 
made until the officiating minister has 
been consulted. 


18 MILLION TRACTS 


More than 18,000,000 tracts—a record 
number—were produced in 1956 by the 
American Tract Society, it was reported 
at its 132nd annual meeting in New 
York by Henry G. Perry, Executive Sec- 
retary. 

He said the total was 35 times larger 


than the number distributed by the so- 
ciety ten years ago. The society has been 
operating since 1825. 

One of the latest tracts deals with, 
“rock 'n roll.” It was written by Jack 
Wyrtzen, director of the Word of Life 
Fellowship, which sponsors summer 
camps for children and young people. 
He answers such questions as “Where 
did ‘rock ’n roll’ come from?”; “Is it 
doing any harm?”; and “Is it a con- 
tributing factor to juvenile delin- 
quency?” 


LETTING THE LION LOOSE 


Teachers in Czechoslovakia, “over- 
anxious” to prove the validity of Com- 
munist scientific theories, “attained the 
opposite result,” the Bratislava Com- 
munist Party newspaper Prawda dis- 
closed. 

The teachers compared materialistic 
principles with stories of the Bible, the 
news account said. They referred to cer- 
tain biblical events to prove that science 
prevails over religion. But, complained 
Prawda, the students—especially those 
who had never seen a Bible at home— 
“began to take a lively interest in the 
sometimes romantic biblical tales.” 

Teachers have been asked to refrain 
from further references to the Bible, the 
Communist paper explained. 


ADVENTISTS ON DRUGS 


A warning against indiscriminate use 
of drugs — especially sedatives — was 
sounded in Washington by the General 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists. 

An adopted statement of principles 
regarding the use of drugs in medical 
practice lauded the development of 
modern medicines but cautioned 
“against indiscriminate use of drugs as 
a short cut for busy doctors.” 

“It is a matter of concern that many 
physicians, to satisfy more troublesome 
patients, are leaning too heavily on sed- 
ation,” the statement said. 

The General Conference also warned 
against self-medication and the taking 
of sleeping pills by individuals who pre- 
scribe them for themselves. “This prac- 
tice cannot be too severely condemned,” 
it said. 

“Many work beyond their strength,” 
the statement said, “and then attempt 
to compensate for such abuse by this un- 
natural technique for acquiring an un- 
natural rest.” 

The statement was drafted by a com- 
mittee of the denomination’s leading 
physicians, medical directors, and clergy. 

“The emphasis in good medicine,” it 
said, “is on more accurate early diagno- 
sis; on a more careful search for under- 
lying causes of disease; on a more in- 
telligent appraisal of the needs of the 
whole man; on a more sympathetic un- 

(Continued on page 38) 
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Christians take turns going to church 


so more may attend standing-room-only services 


Christian Witness 


in Russia 


by Jordan C. Churchill 


Head of the History Department at Lawrenceville School, Lawrenceville, N. J. 


generation ago a book was written about Russia en- 

titled Russia—the Enigma. That could well be the title 
for this article. My wife and I were fortunate to have been 
able to travel to the Soviet Union last summer, the first 
time since World War II that tourist facilities were made 
available through the Soviet Government's travel agency, 
Intourist. 

Twice in the 1930's I had visited the U.S.S.R., and I was 
anxious to compare the people, conditions, and scenes now 
with my memories of them before the last war. What fol- 
lows can only be considered the impressions of one foreign 
visitor who spent less than three weeks, visiting mainly in 
Leningrad, Moscow and Kiev. ; 

There has been much material progress made since the 
‘30's. The people are better clothed and shod and seem 
better nourished. The shops are stocked with more food 
and goods. The main thoroughfares in the big cities are 
clean, well paved and lighted. Transport is better organized 
and equipped. I saw only one beggar in the whole country 
this time, and strangely enough he happened to be in a 
Russian Orthodox Church. There has been considerable 
apartment building, and when one drives along the chief 
avenues a very favorable impression is gained. Numerous 
modern-styled “flats” seem to prove that the country is 
prospering. 

But when one looks behind the facade or inquires more 
deeply, he finds startling paradoxes. The average Russian 
worker earns a fairly respectable $41.00 per week at the 
official rate of exchange, four rubles to a dollar. But the 
real value ranges between twelve to twenty rubles for our 
dollar. Thus the ruble, instead of being worth 25¢, is really 
worth somewhere between five and ten cents. 

Clothing is prohibitively expensive. At the official rate a 
woman's dress corresponding to our “bargain basement” 
quality costs 600 rubles or $150. An ordinary pair of men’s 
shoes was priced at 610 rubles or $152.50; and a typical 
$2.98 woman’s hat costs $22.95, or more than half a week’s 


wages. 


18 God’s Word cannot get into you until you get into it 


Food is priced high too. The official price for a pound 
of pork chops was $2.50; a pound of coffee $4.50; and a loaf 
of white bread 37¢. These are pegged government prices, 
and there is seldom a large enough quantity of staple 
foods in government shops to meet consumer demands. 
Thus, most Russians have to visit the “free markets,” in 
theniselves a contradiction of the Communist philosophy. 
Here one finds prices of everything much higher. And they 
are always crowded with shoppers. 

When not accompanied on conducted tours with Intour- 
ist guides, I took every available opportunity to look be- 
hind the facade. In back of all the elaborate apartment 
houses flanking the important avenues are shabby, desolate 
and sordid hovels where a large majority of people—even 
in the capital city itself{—have to live. I was told that barely 
one hundred thousand of the eight million people in Mos- 
cow have as yet been housed in their modern apartments. 
Families dwell huddled together in damp rooms with no 
modern facilities. They share communal kitchens, baths 
and washrooms. Before any one can get married, the im- 
portant question is, “What living arrangements can be 
worked out either with the bride or bridegroom’s rela- 
tions?” One’s living quarters are allocated by the State and 
in many instances consist of but one room where you live 
in overcrowded conditions with no privacy. It is rarely pos- 
sible to obtain any other accommodation. 

The subways—Metros—in Leningrad and Moscow are a 
revelation to any American visitor. There is no comparison 
with the dirty, ill-equipped lines in either New York City 
or Philadelphia. But why so much money squandered on 
marble, mosaics, bronze and gilt trappings in their stations 
and equipment when so many people have to live in such 
miserable slums? 

The main streets are very impressive, especially in Mos- 
cow. At least twenty cars could move along side by side 
without touching the curbs. It is really hazardous for 
pedestrians to cross them. But behind these avenues are 
dank alleys and passageways which cannot have been touch- 
ed since the 1917 revolution. 
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Men seem to have a preferred position in the Soviet 
Union. Women do most of the heavy work—carrying loads 
of bricks, lay railroad tracks, sweep streets, plant and har- 
vest crops, tend cattle, or dig ditches. Men supervise or 
work in factories, or join the military. 

The government prides itself in being a godless State. 
It has done its best to wean the people away from “re- 
ligion.” Culture, education, and especially the “cult of 
Lenin,” have been accented to fill the vacuum made by 
discrediting Christianity. Daily, long lines of Russians wait 
patiently from five to eight hours to get into the Red 
Square mausoleum to get a momentary glimpse of the 
bodies of Lenin and Stalin, their heroes. 

Christmas has been sidetracked, and New Year’s Day is 
the official moment for gift-giving. Of course, Santa Claus, 
which the children have not been able to part with, is al- 
ways dressed in blue—not red because that is the national 
color. It was a real revelation to visit an antireligious 
museum such as the beautiful former Kazan Cathedral in 
Leningrad. This imposing structure, reminiscent of St. 
Peter’s in Rome with its semicircular colonnade and beau- 
tiful dome, has been desecrated by housing the most ob- 
scene and vile misrepresentations of Christ and Christian- 
ity. 

We noticed that our guides tried to hurry us through 
it and steer us away from the most lurid of the exhibits. 
For example, one large canvas pictured Christ as the 
friend of bloated capitalists. Labor, pictured as a horse, 
was being ridden by a bleary-eyed, overstuffed, monkish 
figure labeled Christianity. A cartoon representing a Chi- 
nese in overalls showed how Communist China was sweep- 
ing out Christian clergymen, and by his side were army 
officers with whips clearing out Uncle Sam, the Japs, spies, 
and Chiang-Kai-Shek. 

It was in Moscow that I learned the greatest amount of 
information concerning the state of Christianity in Russia 
today. I sought and obtained permission to visit the Za- 
gorsk Monastery, some fifty miles outside of the capital. 
This is the great seminary and shrine—a pilgrimage center 
for Russian Orthodox Christians. Two hundred students 
are permitted to study here each year to become either 
priests or monks in their church. 

We visited the cathedral, chapels, and living quarters of 
the students and listened to the thrilling choral singing 
during one of the services in the cathedral. I felt the power 
of God touching the hearts of many here, old and young. 
It was a very inspiring sight. 

Moscow, with a population of eight million, permits 
only fourteen Russian Orthodox churches, one Roman 
Catholic and one Baptist church to remain open. Thus 
there is one Christian Church for each 500,000 of the city’s 
population. Religious freedom was granted in 1943, but 
since the government controls all buildings and permits 
no more to be used or built for Christian services, the pub- 
lic worship of God has been hampered and restricted. 

I decided that'I must visit the Baptist Church in Mos- 
cow, and so I asked the Intourist agency to get me in touch 
with its officials. Fortunately, a young American graduate 
of Harvard who had majored in the Russian language was 
at our Hotel National during my stay, and he consented 
to act as interpreter for myself and a Christian friend 
when we visited the Baptist minister and his staff in his 
study. 

We were warmly welcomed and they answered our many 
questions, some rather guardedly. We learned that there 
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are 40,000 members in this particular congregation. Five’ 
services are held each week, and, although there are seats 
for only 800, the church is always filled to standing room 
capacity with 1,200 present. It is an unwritten rule that 
no one comes to more than one of these weekly services 
so that others can have the opportunity to worship. Eighty 
per cent of the’ worshippers are women; and 80 per cent 
are middle-aged or old folks. But there are young people 
who do attend, and they seem especially dedicated and de- 
voted members of Christ’s Body. 

I had the good fortune to attend one of these two-hour 
services one Sunday morning last July. I could never have 
gotten past the street entrance, so crowded was the build- 
ing. But I was spotted by one of the ushers, and escorted 
through the vestry to a chair behind the pulpit. Here I 
was able to observe the people. It was the most moving ex- 
perience of my European visit. Young and old, men and 
women stood with rapt attention during the lengthy ser- 
vice, and I saw the light of the Holy Spirit on many a 
scarred and weather-beaten face. I tingled all over with 
great joy as I heard them sing in Russian “Blessed be the 
tie that binds.” The presence of God was very real to me 
in that gathering. It takes courage and strength for these 
people to come out and be counted for Christ among the 
godless millions of the Soviet Union. 

All signs seem to confirm the impression I had that God 
is moving to gather unto himself a remnant of believers in 
Russia. Ten to twelve thousand people are being baptized 
each year into the Baptist Church, the Moscow clergyman 
informed me. In his church alone 150 people were received 
into fellowship as members last June. My Christian friend 
who went with me to interview this clergyman kept a little 
cross pinned to the lapel of his coat. Constantly, people in 
every area he visited would rush up to him, kiss his hand, 
and tell him that they, too, were believers. Pray that God 
will raise up a group dear unto Himself in the U.S.S.R. 
who will leaven this godless nation. 
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The Harvard Club of New Jersey da in these terms: 
“Seymour E. Harris, Professor of Economics, Harvard College, author 
of twenty-six well known volumes . . . is qualified to tell you: 1. 
Why there will be no depression; 2. What to do when it comes.” 
We have heard sermons that sound like this. The minister cries out 
that there is no Hell, no judgment, and then tries to tell you how 
to face the day of judgment. The Word of God does not blow an 
uncertain trumpet. True men of God must speak the truth even though 


it can’t be a message that goes in two directions. Truth is a one-way 
street. 
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An Untouchable 
Touched by Jesus 


NO ONE LIKES TO ADMIT THAT HE IS A LOWLY UNTOUCHABLE, 


BUT THAT IS MY ORIGIN. BUT THE LORD JESUS LOVES ME 


By C. EDWIN HOUK 


Executive Pastor, Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 


igmani Jesumanni, who is better known to his American 

friends as, “Jesu,” was an “untouchable” in India. He 
came to know the Lord Jesus as his Savior when he was a 
teen-aged student in a mission school in South India. The 
verse that spoke to his heart and made him turn his life 
over to the Lord was, “This is my body which was broken 
for you.” 

Since then the Lord has opened doors for him that he 
had never imagined possible. He is now doing graduate 
nursing study at the Wills Eye Hospital in Philadelphia in 
order to go back to his people in India with healing for 
their bodies and their souls. 

Only One 

It was as a student that he attended an International 
Students Inc. fellowship dinner at Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia. He was only one of eleven Indian 
students and of the twenty-one different nationalities rep- 
resented. Sitting near him at the table was a high caste 
Hindu girl of beauty and culture. At the next table was a 
Sikh, wearing his native turban. 

After the meal, one after another of the international 
students spoke, telling of his homeland, his people, and 
his religion—Hinduism, Mohammedanism, Sikhism, and 
many others. The lovely Hindu girl spoke of her faith. She 
held the group enthralled by her charm, personality, and 
fluency of speech. 

Then “Jesu,” the “untouchable” stood to speak—this one 
who, in India, would not have been permitted to be eating 
in the same room, much less sitting at the same table with 
high caste Indians. As he stood, the glow in his eyes and 
the radiance of his smile were silent witnesses to the in- 
dwelling presence of the Lord Jesus. Then as he began to 
speak, many were made even more conscious of the pres- 
ence of Jesus Christ. Listen, as he speaks and witnesses for 
his Lord: 


20 Ask God to show you opportunities for witness 


“Well, friends, I am happy and privileged to be in your 
midst to share this joyful fellowship tonight. I am going 
to tell you a new thing which is a personal and real ex- 
perience in Christian faith. I am a Hindu by origin and 
a Christian by religion and an untouchable by caste. But 
I am glad to tell you tonight that ever since Jesus Christ 
touched me, my “caste” is being changed; everyone is 
touching me, and I am happy that Jesus Christ is still 
touching me. You may wonder to hear this tonight. But, 
my friends, it is God’s love and mercy that made me like 
this and used me to tell you this tonight in this new land. 

“I never dreamed that I would be speaking to you like 
this, but God the Almighty made everything possible for 
me to be here in this new land. Though I am a poor man 
without parents, I am not ashamed of my Christian faith 
and witness. I praise God and am glad that I am a Chris- 
tian. No one likes to admit that he is a lowly untouchable, 
but that is my origin. But the Lord Jesus, who died for my 
sins, loves me and is touching me every moment. That's all 
I can tell you tonight.” 


Twenty-one Nations Hear 

After “Jesu” finished speaking, there was a hallowed 
hush over the whole group. Twenty-one nations had heard 
the message of an untouchable who had been touched by 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“Jesu” later quoted the Bible verse that he said he was 
“in full consciousness of” while he spoke that night—I 
Corinthians 1:27-29: 

“But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things 
of the world to confound the things which are mighty; and 
base things of the world, and things which are despised, 
hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring 
to nought things that are: that no flesh should glory in 
his presence.” 
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CRY OUT FOR INSIGHT © 


By Donald Grey Barnhouse 


It will be evident that this editorial 
was written in February and was in- 
tended for a much earlier issue of the 
magazine. Unavoidably there was a de- 
lay in publication. In spite of the fact 
that there are references to news events 
that took place several weeks ago, the 
Editors believe that principles of great 
importance are involved. 

One of the great needs of the believer 
is insight—that ability of mind and 
heart to comprehend, to develop convic- 
tions, and to act upon them. The Chris- 
tian is ordered to make such choices. 
Paul prayed for the young Philippian 
church, that their love might “abound 
more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment, so that you may approve 
what is excellent” (Phil. 1:9, 10). In the 
Old Testament God sets forth His de- 
sire for insight in the believer in these 
strong terms: “My son, if you receive 
my words and treasure up my command- 
ments with you, making your ear atten- 
tive to wisdom and inclining your heart 
to understanding, yes, if you CRY OUT 
FOR INSIGHT and raise your voice for un- 
derstanding, if you seek it like silver 
and search for it as for hidden treasures; 
then you will understand the fear of the 
Lord and find the knowledge of God” 
(Prov. 2:1-5). 

I gladly obey the Lord’s command to 
“cry out for insight,” as I have con- 
sidered the need of discernment or in- 
sight in the light of reactions to com- 
ments that I have made in these pages 
in recent months. An editor who does 
not displease anyone is certainly not 
going to keep subscribers, because his 
writing will be so insipid that it will 
not be worth reading. Sometimes we get 
letters commending us for something we 
have written, and in the same mail ar- 
rives another sheaf condemning us for 
it. Our position must be to apologize if 
we have hurt anyone, correct erroneous 
statements, and persevere in teaching 
the Word of God and speaking out on 
the moral issues of our day. 

Many people did not like my bracket- 
ing Eden with the Russian leaders. I 
have just received a letter from a friend 
halfway round the world, a world citi- 
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zen with a grasp of world conditions. 
He writes: “I am quite prepared to 
stand by my own opinion—that Eden was 
right, only too late and too slow,—and 
that time will prove that the U. S. A. 
took the wrong turning and that as a 
result the Middle East (and Egypt in 
particular, with Syria) will fall to the 
Communists unless the oil interests are 
strong enough to force the U. S. A. to 
fight for it. Let’s leave it at that. If I 
am wrong, no one will be happier than 
I; and if I am right, God help us. China 
went just like that. My reason for writ- 
ing you is that, for what it is worth, I 
want to give you my opinion on this 
question of ‘International Morality.’ I 
have always maintained that there are 
no ‘Christian nations,’ and that until 
there is such a nation in the real sense, 
no nation can expect divine interposi- 
tion in its affairs. Individual Christians 
can pray for it, as did Abraham. for 
Sodom, but that is about the best you 
can expect. At this moment the Admin- 
istration of the U. S. A, and foreign 
policy in particular, are under the con- 
trol of two men (Eisenhower and 
Dulles) who are professing, and probably 
real, Christians. At any rate they are 
guided by Christian principles. But if 
you follow Christian principles to the 
finish, my friend, you are going to have 
to disarm, turn the other cheek, and 
suffer yourself to be wronged, robbed, 
beaten and killed for Christ’s sake and 
the gospel’s—or what does New Testa- 
ment teaching say? There is no such 
thing as a ‘just war’ in my view under 
the teaching of the New Testament, any 
more than a ‘dashing of little ones 
against the stones.’ It either 1s or it 1s 
not. So which is it going to be? My 
view is, then, that the governments of 
the world are ‘ordained by God’ but not 
controlled by Christian principles, and 
the most dangerous thing of all is for 
a nation to try to live in a world where 
there is No Law but that of ABSOLUTE 
POWER, and be guided in its decisions 
by Christian principles of morality, hon- 
esty, etc., in regard to all situations 
which arise in its relations with other 
nations who regard no law but that of 
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their own interest and opportunity, and 
who seem to be directed by sinister in- 
fluences that give every evidence of pro- 
ceeding directly from Satan. My theory 
is, therefore, that you must fight fire 
with fire, which is getting back to the 
Old Testament viewpoint—an eye for 
an eye, a tooth for a tooth. But this is 
not the New Testament teaching, as 
plainly stated therein—‘but I say unto 
you, Love your enemies, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them 
that despitefully use you and persecute 
you—that you may be the children of 
your Father which is in heaven.’ There 
seems to be no compromise in this mat- 
ter.” 

I deeply sympathize with my friend 
in this statement of his opinion, but I 
think he has missed my point. I will let 
Sir Winston Churchill answer him on 
the international scene. In his Memoirs 
Sir Winston wrote that Britain signed 
a treaty with Hitler, knowing that he 
would try to break the treaty although 
Britain would endeavor to keep it. Brit- 
ain knew that Hitler expected her to 
keep it, while he meant to break it. 
But, concluded Churchill, that is the 
penalty which we pay in international 
affairs for trying to live by Christian 
principles. 

I do not want to oversimplify by say- 
ing that these problems will not be 
settled till Christ comes, although that 
is true. In the meantime we are expect- 
ed to exercise moral judgment. Against 
this background, Eden’s immoral use of 
force stood out the more clearly. Eisen- 
hower and Dulles would not be justified 
in sending planes to drop hydrogen 
bombs on Russia, simply to serve our 
national interest. But should Russia 
drop even one such bomb, or rape a 
country that we have pledged our honor 
to defend, we must retaliate immediate- 
ly with force. I condemned Eden be- 
cause he initiated the use of force. 

I have been traveling and have not 
seen a newspaper for two weeks. I have 
bought copies of several news magazines 
and have read through them in one sit- 
ting, to catch up on the news of the 
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Here are some reasons why Southerners fear integration 


A SOUTHERNER 


looks at the 


RACE QUESTION 


By GUY T. GILLESPIE 


President Emeritus of Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss. 


Last October Eternity carried an article by Joseph T. 
Bayly entitled, “A Northern Christian Looks at the Race 
Question.” 

Now, several months later, we present “A Southerner 
Looks at the Race Question,” by Dr. Guy T. Gillespie, a 
distinguished Southern Presbyterian educator and President 
Emeritus of Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss. 

Erernity is not trying to ride the fence in publishing 
Dr. Gillespie’s viewpoint. All of the members of our editor- 
ial staff have pronounced views on various aspects of the 
issue. Yet it is extremely complex, and thus far strong- 
minded proponents of the divergent views have not found 
a solid meeting-ground. 

Conservative Christian opinion seemingly is not divided 
by the Mason-Dixon line. Increasingly it is evident that 
many theologically conservative Christians living in the 
North hold to the “Southern” viewpoint while some of the 
strongest denunciations of segregation have come from 
Southern Presbyterians and Southern Baptists. 

Some feel that the racial problem can be solved by saying 
as little as possible about it. The proponents of this posi- 
tion believe that time is all that is needed to work things 
out, but while it may once have been possible to sit back 
and deplore “agitators,” today in the midst of a tense con- 
temporary situation Christians must face the issue in the 
light of the Word of God. 

In this same issue we include another expression on this 
issue by Dr. Martin H. Scharlemann, an able Lutheran 
scholar associated with the Missouri Synod. 

It is our earnest hope that through the presentation of 
opposing views on this and other controversial subjects be- 
levers will be helped in reaching a truly Christian solution. 


he charge has been frequently and loudly made that 

white people of the South are so blinded with prejudice 
and so filled with enmity against the Negro that they can- 
not see the race problem in its true perspective. Personally 
and on behalf of some thirty million or more other South- 
ern Christians I wish to challenge the fairness and truth of 
that charge. 
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Prejudice is properly defined as “a judgment or opinion 
formed without knowledge or due examination of the 
facts.” If any people on the face of the earth have had 
ample opportunity to learn at first hand the facts about 
the race problem, unquestionably the Southern people 
must be accorded the pre-eminence in that respect. For 
more than two hundred years the two races have lived 
here side by side in relatively large numbers, in close and 
intimate contact, and on terms of mutual understanding 
and good will, so that out of this experience there has come, 
not only to the white people but to the Negro as well, a 
vast accumulation of knowledge and practical wisdom in 
meeting the day-to-day problems of personal and race rela- 
tionships. Moreover, let it be said with all emphasis, in 
spite of all the hue and cry that has been raised in recent 
years, we Southern people, as a rule, do not have any en- 
mity or ill-will in our hearts against Negroes, but only feel- 
ings of kindliness and genuine sympathy. As friends and 
neighbors we wish to see them have better homes, higher 
standards of living, better schools for their children, and 
the fullest opportunity for development as. law-abiding, 
liberty-loving, self-respecting citizens. 

If there is any room, therefore, for a general charge of 
race prejudice, it would seem to lie not against Southern 
Christians, but against that very considerable group of 
sentimental enthusiasts whose knowledge of this problem is 
limited to what they read in the newspapers and sensational 
magazines, and to the grossly exaggerated and distorted in- 
formation furnished to them by self-serving propaganda 
agencies, yet who assume that they have all the answers to 
this difficult and complex problem and a divine warrant 
to solve it by remote control. 


The Supreme Court Decision 
Southern Christians, generally, feel that the Supreme 
Court decision outlawing the principle of segregation and 
(Continued on page 41) 
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The Church Must Be Color-Bln 


By MARTIN H. SCHARLEMANN 


The last word about man is not that he is 
different in race, but that he belongs to 
that one human race that God loves and 


desires to save 


Dr. Scharlemann is Director of the Department of New Testament Inter- 
pretation at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 
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John Marshall Harlan is known as one of America’s 
greatest Supreme Court justices. He was a man of vigorous 
convictions and so got to be known as a dissenter. One of 
his most incisive remarks relates to the problem of justice 
for racial minorities. On this point he insisted, “The State 
must be color-blind.” 

He was prompted to include this observation in a minor- 
ity opinion of the court from his experience that members 
of minority groups, particularly Negroes, in all too many 
instances did not receive full justice despite the fact that 
they were called citizens of the United States. Much has 
happened since the days of Justice Harlan to eliminate or 
alleviate some of the evils of discrimination and integration. 

(Turn page) 
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Yet there are huge pockets of resistance to the principles of 
full equality. The time has not yet come, therefore, when 
the church may remain silent on this subject. In fact, the 
church must itself learn what it means to be color-blind. 

Actually the church must never cease to denounce and 
attack prejudice and discrimination. For these evils are part 
of man’s disfigurement of that divine image in which he 
was created. Hatred comes naturally to him. He must be 
redeemed from sin to overcome also this particular evil; 
and it is the church’s job to proclaim the message of full 
redemption. Included in her gospel is the proclamation of 
the church as God’s new creation, His new Israel. 


As the church goes about her task of proclamation she _ 


must be color-blind. She must keep emphasizing the fact 
that from all eternity God wanted all men to be saved, that 
He is no respecter of persons at any time or in any place. 
No member of any race is excluded from God’s grace. That 
is why the final orders of our Lord insist that His gospel 
be brought to all nations. The last word, then, about man 
is not that he is different in race from others but that he 
belongs to that one human race which God desires to save. 
Christ died for all men. No racial group is either superior 
or inferior to any other before God in His redemptive 
activity. 

God's will in this matter of race relations comes out most 


clearly in the work assigned by Him to His church. The ° 


church is God's activity of gathering from all races of men 
those who accept Him in faith. There is here no distinction 
of race, color, background, or culture. 

The early church wove this thought into her worship. 
Each time the Lord’s Supper was observed, the pastor 
would say, “For as this bread was scattered over the hills 
and has now been gathered together to become one, so may 
the church be gathered together from the ends of the earth 
into Thy Kingdom.” We must stress the fact that God’s will 
is behind this task of gathering men from all nations into 
one flock. This is not an undertaking dreamed up by men 
inspired with noble ideals. It is our Lord’s purpose that His 
redeemed community be one. 

All this is brought out very clearly in the tenth chapter 
of the Gospel of St. John, where Jesus describes Himself as 
the Good Shepherd. There He speaks of His sheep and of 
His fold and specificially states that “There shall be one 
fold, and one shepherd.” Furthermore, in His great high- 
priestly prayer, spoken just before His final suffering, Jesus 
pleads for the unity of His disciples throughout the centuries 
of the church’s history. He asks His father “that they all 
may be one; as thou, Father, art in me and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us.” 

No book in the Bible is more eloquent on this particular 
point than the epistle to the Ephesians. This letter from 
the hand of the Apostle Paul describes the basic structure 
which humanity needs for the expression of any kind of truly 
communal life acceptable to God. Its theme is our oneness 
in Christ. 

The whole argument of the book centers around a phrase 
found in Ephesians 2:14. There Paul speaks of a “middle 
wall of partition.” This phrase owes its origin to the presence 
of the wall which divided the inner court of the temple 
at Jerusalem from the outer enclosure. The sanctuary itself 
was open only to the Jews; Gentiles dared to go no farther 
than the wall that enclosed it. In fact, all kinds of warning 
signs in Aramaic and Greek were put on the outside of the 
wall warning Gentiles to stay out of the sanctuary itself. 
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You will recall that as the result of an alleged breach of 
this regulation a tumult had once arisen in Jerusalem over 
St. Paul himself, who was accused of taking Trophimus into 
the inner precinct. (Acts 21:28f.) Partly as an echo, perhaps, 
of this personal experience the apostle used this expression 
about the “middle wall of partition” to point up a problem 
in segregation that had developed very early in the experi- 
ence of the Christian church. It was a difficulty, a source of 
irritation and enmity, so serious that it at times threatened 
to tear Christian congregations completely apart. It in- 
volved nothing less than the question of the relationship 
of Jew to Gentile, and of Gentile to Jew. 

There were those among the Jews who insisted that an 
approved relationship could be created and developed only 
on the plane of total conformity to the precepts of Judaism. 
The consequent disturbance shook Christian congregations 
to their very foundations; and Paul himself had to exert 
the full weight of his apostolic authority on a number of 
occasions to prevent total disaster to the cause of the 
Christian church. 

In a sense, God Himself had given occasion for that dis- 
tinction between Jew and Gentile, a difference which Dr. 
Mackay in his treatment of Ephesians calls “the sacred 
rift,” God had long ago reached into history to make one 
people His very own, in order to deal specificially and 
redemptively with it for .the benefit of all mankind. At 
Mount Sinai, shortly after the Exodus, the Lord had said to 
this race, “Ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all 
people” (Exod. 19:5). In this way He had separated Israel 
from the nations of the world. However, He had done so 
only for the purpose of making this one people his vehicle 
for healing the greater breach that still runs through the 
supernatural and natural worlds, separating Satan and man 
from God, and man from his fellow man. 

In time Israel had forgotten the motivation behind God’s 
choice of the seed of Abraham. The Hebrew race developed 
what the apostle called a carnal pride, an attitude of heart 
and mind which looked with disdain upon “lesser breeds 
without the law.” Frequently this very air of superiority and 
exclusiveness, by way of reaction, aroused intense feelings 
of anti-Semitism on the part of the Gentiles. 

Jewish disdain and Gentile animosity constituted a major 
threat to the apostolic church. There was a tendency on both 
sides to construct a “middle wall of partition” in the as- 
sembly of believers. In his letter to the Ephesians the apostle 
emphasized the fact that this wall, although still a built-in 
architectural feature of the temple, had been broken down 
in its spiritual and social sense by none other than Jesus 
Himself. This meant that the distinction between Jew and 
Gentile had been removed as a barrier to mutual fellow- 
ship. Both were now one in Christ. 

This stirring truth St. Paul describes as “the mystery” of 
God’s will, which had been hidden from previous genera- 
tions, but was now revealed to him and through him to the 
members of Christ’s church (3:3). Jew and Gentile were 
both to form part of the new commonwealth of heaven and 
earth. God’s grace was working itself out in history in such 
a way as to gather in of every kind. Since the resurrection 
of Christ the church has become the embodiment of God’s 
unifying purpose for mankind. 

The letter to the Ephesians examines the problem of 
group segregation and individual isolation in the light of 
this revealed mystery. It does not overlook the enmities 
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The 
Little 
Lame 


Prince 


By THOMAS J. BELL 


Aree hearts were warmed recently by the kindness 
of President Eisenhower to Prince Mashhur ibn Saud, 
the lame, three-and-one-half-year-old son of Arabia’s King 
Saud, during the recent, official visit of King Saud to the 
United States. 


The prince was given the presidential suite in Walter 
Reed Army Hospital in Washington. The heads of half a 
dozen of the hospital’s departments took part in helping 
the prince, who is partially paralyzed on his right side and 
lame on his right foot. 


Four pairs of special shoes were made, with four addi- 
tional pairs ordered for the growing boy. A special brace 
was fashioned. They prescribed physical therapy and taught 
the prince’s attending staff—all to show kindness to the son 
of a king. 

King David, the Psalmist of old, sought one of the house- 
hold of King Saul to whom he might “show a kindness.” 
He found Mephibosheth, the grandson of Saul and the son 
of Jonathan, David’s dearest friend. This prince was “lame 
on both his feet,” having been injured as an infant. 
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We can deceive people, but we cannot deceive God 





David said, “I will surely show thee a kindness for Jon- 
athan thy father’s sake,” and “thou shalt eat bread at my 
table continually” (II Sam. 9:7). This was done even though 
King Saul had tried to kill David. The kindness was un- 
deserved. 

Undeserved kindness is shown to us again and again by 
the King of Kings and the Lord of heaven. The Bible says 
we are lame and have lost our way (Isa. 53:6; Matt. 18:12), 
are blind and stumbling about (I John 2:11,. II Cor. 4:4), 
and are dead in our trespasses and sins (Eph. 2:1-2). But 
the Scripture also tells us of heavenly kindness. “But God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 

Have you accepted the kindnesses of God? Have you ac- 
cepted His gift? It is eternal life through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, His Son. He can restore your 
sin-sick soul to spiritual health if you will take Him as your 
personal Savior. Confess that you need His forgiveness. Put 
your faith in Jesus Christ who, upon the cross, paid the price 
of sin for you. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). 
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CALEB: DAUNTLESS FAITH 


Here is a man with the courage and faith to act 
upon a minority report backed by God's promises 


JULY 21, 1957 
Background Scripture: Numbers 13; 14:1- 
10, 24, 30, 38; Joshua 14:6-15; Joshua 15:13- 
19; J 1:14-15 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 40:27-31 
Memory Selection: Isaiah 40:30-31 


“A man’s gift maketh 
room for him, and bring- 
eth him before great men” (Prov. 18:16). 
This proverb is certainly amply demon- 
strated in the life of Caleb who, although 
not revealing any great gifts of spirituality 
or leadership in the political sense, comes 
upon the scene like a breath of fresh air 
with his dauntless courage and aboundin 
faith. Dr. Blaike writes, “Caleb is one 0 
those men whom we meet seldom in Bible 
history, but whenever we do meet them we 
are the better for the meeting. Bright and 
brave, strong, modest and cheerful, there 
is honesty in his face, courage and decision. 

. and the calm confidence of faith in 
his very . . . attitude.” The church is al- 
ways in need of such men and women to 
inspire us to continuous attack and ad- 
vance; for too easily do we — the im- 
pregnability of the enemy and the poverty 
of our own resources and therefore fall in- 
to a habit of thought wherein it is con- 
sidered enough if we “hold our own.” Let 
Caleb’s ringing cry stir us to action until 
we too say, “We are well able to over- 
come!” (Num. 13:30). 


INTRODUCTION 


EXPOSITION 
Minority Report 


Years ago we heard Dr. G. Campbell 
Morgan preach on this passage and say, 
“The majority are not always or even us- 
ually right, and here we have a man with 
the faith and courage to present and act 
upon a minority report.” The majority in 
any democracy are followers and require 
inspired leaders, and particularly when the 
spirit of defeatism is abroad it is essential 
for the voice of leadership to be raised. It 
would appear from his description as the 
son of Jephunneh the Kenezite (Josh. 14:6) 
and the stress placed on the fact that he 
wholly followed “the Lord God of Israel” 
(Josh. 14:14) that Caleb was not a _ 
Israelite. A virile faith is found in those 
whose personal convictions have joined 
them to the people of God, and who have 
identified themselves with them in their 
pilgrimage at great personal cost. Caleb's 
courage was born of the deep conviction 
that they could go uP and possess the land 
because God was with them (Num. 14:8-9), 
but his radiant taith and ringing challenge 
only evoked hostility. In spiritual leader- 
ship the truths proclaimed must be tested 
Ps proved in life, and Caleb facing im- 
minent death by stoning (Num. 14:10), was 
delivered by the intervention of God. A 
leader must not only be prepared to be in 
a minority but also be ready to evidence 
in personal experience the power to which 
he testifies; for all truly spiritual leader- 
ship is an overflow of one’s own personal 
experience of God (John 7:37-38). 
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Modest Requirements 


It is evident that Caleb was the leading 
spirit and occupied the more prominent 

lace in this story of heroism and faith, 
but never do we read of him as being other 
than a loyal supporter of Moses and Josh- 
ua, even when Joshua was appointed lead- 
er in succession to Moses. In his life he 
exemplified that fineness of character that 
fills full whatever position is entrusted to 
it without coveting the office of another, 
and therefore renders beautifully loyal and 
fruitful service. It is the paradox of spirit- 
ual leadership that it guides from a posi- 
tion of personal subservience; for “whoso- 
ever will be great among you, shall be your 
servant: and whosoever of you will be 
chiefest, shall be servant of all” (Mark 10: 
43, 44). Seeking great — for God and 
His people yet not looking for personal ad- 
vancement or aggrandizement, it is as will- 
ing to fill a small as a great place so long 
as God is glorified thereby. Far too often 
has the pattern of worldly leadership been 
im on the church of Christ—and not 
only in papal circles either! No one is 
ready for spiritual leadership who is un- 
willing to subject himself to the leadership 
of others. , 

Maturing Faith 

The passing years brought many victories 
to Israel and deepening experiences to the 
leaders and ple. Understandably the 
people _— tired of warfare and pilgrim- 
age and were more than ready to settle 
down without completing their conquest. 
The spirit was probably kin to that per- 
taining in many of our prosperous churches 
and assemblies with a large number of re- 
tired people who, if they haven’t possessed 
all the promised land, are at least prepared 
to lean back and enjoy the portion granted 
to them! It was one of them that again 
stirred the nest—none other than Caleb. By 
now he was a veteran of 85, but he brooded 
over the forbidding and unpossessed por- 
tion of the inheritance. Hadn't it been 
promised to them (Josh. 14:9)? Hadn’t they 
proved God through the years (vss. 7-11)? 
Then give him the mountain, Anakims and 
great fenced cities as well, and, God help- 
ing him, he'll lead his people to another 
victory and peace (vss. 12, 15). 

It is a stirring thing when the mature 
faith of our older friends, drawing strength 
from the promises of God and past experi- 
ences of His mercies and eschewing comfort 
and complacency, is used to inspire His 
people to new efforts and victories. Are 
there no unpossessed mountains of sin and 
need in our communities that challenge us? 
Do we not hear the cry of the unreached 
masses in South America, Asia, India, and 
Africa? Christ must be preached through- 
out the world, and the time is running out. 
Is there no man like Caleb in his younger 
days to challenge our fear and defeatism 
with the cry, “Let us go up at once, and 

it: for we are well able to overcome 
it”? And is there no mature saint like the 
older Caleb that will stir us from com- 


placency and love of comfort and say, “Give 
us this mountain”? It is not the presump- 
tion of self-effort that is required, but the 
taught faith of those resting on the prom- 
ises of God. It should be noticed that five 
times in the course of this brief passage 
(Josh. 14:6-12) Caleb uses the words, “the 
Lord spake”—the only safe basis for leader- 
ship. 


SUMMARY “I see here,” writes Dr. 

Maclaren, ‘a life which 
has discovered the secret of perpetual 
youth, . . . and the secret lies here in 


giving our hearts to God and in living for 
Him. . . . Christianity, by the inspiration 
it imparts, the stimulus it gives, and the 
hopes that it permits us to cherish .. . 
keeps alive in old age all the best charac- 
teristics of youth.” There are young people 
in our churches who are old in outlook 
because they have lost, or never had, a 
sense of the adventure of real faith in 
Christ—called to be leaders they have ac- 
cepted the majority report that the land 
flowing with milk and honey has insuper- 
able obstacles. There are older friends who 
have let the passing years blunt the fine 
edge of adventurous leadership for God. 
To both Caleb speaks: “Let us go up at 
once . . . for we are well able to over- 
come. . . . Now therefore, give me this 
mountain.” When that happens leadership 
is born and the work of God surges for- 
ward. 


JULY 28, 1957 
Gideon: Combatting Paganism 


Background Scripture: Judges 6:1—8:28 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 96:1-9 
Memory Selection: Exodus 20:3 


INTRODUCTION As a light is seen to best 
advantage in the dark- 
ness, so a resolute character is best revealed 
in times of adversity. Life was grim for 
Israel in Gideon’s day, for, as always, in 
the train of spiritual decline had come a 
moral rot, and the Israelites had become 
easy prey for the marauding Midianites. 
Defeatism made them hide in dens and 
caves (6:2) where they were chagrined to 
see their fields harvested by the enemy (vs. 
3) and a scorched-earth policy pursued (vss. 
4, 5) that left them completely helpless and 
impoverished (vs. 6a). 

The people of God, whether Israel under 
the old covenant or the church under the 
new, must walk in God’s way to enjoy His 
blessings. Sin (6:1) and disobedience (6:10) 
will work disaster; for we live in a hostile 
world and are only delivered and sustained 
by the grace of God (vss. 8, 9). If we are 
missing that, we are indeed helpless. 

At this time of extreme pressure some 
latent faith in Israel caused them to cry 
unto the Lord (vss. 6, 7), and God in His 
mercy sent them first a prophet to apply 
the spiritual principle (vss. 8-10), and then 
a leader to bring them to victory. So Gid- 
eon is introduced to us (vs. 11) and we 
glean much about him from the narrative. 

Gideon was a fine man of kingly appear- 
ance (8:18). He had had several brothers 
who had been slain by maurauders (8:19), 
had a young son (8:20) and several servants 
(6:27), and had distinguished himself in 
battle (6:12). As he pondered the sad affairs 
of his nation, trying to reconcile them with 
what he had been taught of the God of his 
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fathers (6:13), the poignancy of it is pressed 
‘home by the fact that he could no longer 
thresh his wheat in the open field but had 
to do his best in the confined space of the 
sunken winepress (6:11). He was not hid- 
den from God, however, and to such a man 
of courage with at least the elements of a 
living faith, God sends His messenger (6: 
12, 14), advising that through him God will 
answer the prayers of His people. 
In silent and hidden places character is 
formed, leadership is born, and God’s pur- 
poses revealed. 


EXPOSITION 
Leadership Begins with God 


Gideon’s humility, evident despite his 
reputation for bravery, is one of the true 
marks of a leader; for it is on the soft wax 
of humility before God that He imprints 
His will upon us. Gideon waits to be sure 
of God’s call and asks for a miraculous 
sign of God’s favor, which is granted to 
him in the consuming of the prepared meal 
by fire (6:21). We should not expect such 
a sign today after centuries of teaching but 
shall do well to tarry before God before 
launching into service (as did the disciples 
before Pentecost) and be sure that the meal 
of our lives is truly upon God’s altar and 
is possessed by the Holy Spirit. 

Unconsecrated service is useless to God 
and man, for it breaks the spiritual prin- 
ciple of God’s work being His operation 
through human instrumentality, and not 
man’s futile, unaided efforts to please Him 
by service. “The Lord is with thee thou 
mighty man of valour” is the salutation of 
the angel (vs. 12); but Gideon cannot go 
forward until he knows in his heart the 
peace of God and can raise his altar, named 
Jehovah-shalom (The Lord is peace) (vss. 
23 & 24). Leadership begins with God. 
When we are clothed in the righteousness 
of Christ, “and the work of righteousness 
is peace, and the effect of righteousness 
quietness and assurance for ever” (Isa. 32: 
17), our poised lives will be ready for His 
use. 

Nervous tension is no substitute for 
spiritual power though it is often mistaken 
for it. The servant of the Lord quietly 
convinced of His call and knowing His 
heart peace is ready for leadership. God 
has no need for our nervous tension. 


Leadership Is Evidenced at Home 


Hudson Taylor used to say that a mis- 
sionary is not made by crossing the sea and 
if a man isn’t a soulwinner at home it is 
unlikely that going to China will make him 
one. The early church had to begin to wit- 
ness at Jerusalem before it could spread in 
ever-widening circles to the uttermost part 
of the earth (Acts 1:8). Gideon, too, found 
his first challenge on his doorstep; for his 
father Joash, head of the family descended 
from Manasseh, had built an altar and 
planted a grove to Baal. Witnessing to our 
own folk can be the hardest of tests, as 
Gideon found, and he cut down the grove, 
demolished the altar of Baal and offered 
his sacrifice to the Lord by night (6:27). 

However feeble our first testimony may 
seem to be, it is the first step in service 
and God owns it. With Gideon it rallied his 
father to his support and quickened his 
sense of the futility of idol worship (6:31) 
so that he gave Gideon a nickname ag 
baal that could be translated “Baal’s an- 
tagonist.” It also served to prepare and 
challenge Gideon to further service (vs. 34). 
So it is that our first halting testimony or 
piece of service can be the beginning of 
great things. 

Gideon’s first success quickened his spirit 
with the mighty Spirit of the Lord (vs. 34) 
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and rallied his compatriots, but before go- 
ing on to further exploits he requires a 
quaint sign from the Lord which is granted 
him (vss. 36-40)—a reminder that a fresh 
enduement of conviction and power is re- 
quired for each new opportunity that opens 
to us. Any man’s appeal (whether in evan- 
gelism or secular affairs) is bound to bring 
a great deal of rubbish along with the pure 
gold of true and sincere devotion, and Gid- 
eon is instructed to weed out his rows of 
warriors—a step that might be taken to 
great advantage in many a church through 
more discipline! 

The majority were only too happy to re- 
tire from the conflict (7:3). Their motto 
might well have been “Salvation without 
Sacrifice” or “Victory without Conflict”—a 
not unknown attitude today! Still there 
were the unwary and undisciplined ones 
who were willing to fight but more in- 
clined to take their leisure in drinking (vss. 
5, 6). Eventually the number of true war- 
riors is reduced to 300 out of a total of 
32,000. What is the ratio of spiritually dis- 
ciplined and self-sacrificing Christians in 
your fellowship as compared with adher- 
ents? Three hundred were ample when God 
was with them, and victory is complete (7: 
16-23) despite the surliness of those who 
— have been expected to help (7:24— 
8:17) 


Leadership Without Spirituality Fails 


Gideon proved himself a great man of 
action but eventually left his people very 
little better off for their exploits. For in 
the moment of secular victory he suffered 
spiritual defeat. It seems that never had 
the wonderful provisions of the Law and its 
sacrifices dawned upon him, and action in 
good causes had taken the place of devotion 
to God. So he who began by destroying the 
altar and grove of Baal ended by introduc- 
ing idol worship (8:22-27). Social crusades 
which leave out Calvary, Christ and His 
precious blood, the risen Lord and His 
glorious salvation may skim some scum off 
the surface of life and effect a momentary 
improvement, but nothing is truly endur- 
ingly effectual that is not deeply spiritual. 


Gideon is a courageous 
and inspiring leader miss- 
ing real greatness because lacking true 
spiritual power. 

Compare him with Peter before and 
after Calvary and Pentecost! 


SUMMARY 


AUGUST 4, 1957 
Ruth: The Foreigner in the Midst 


Background Scripture: Ruth 
Devotional Reading: Deuteronomy 10:17-21 
Memory Selection: Leviticus 19:34 


INTRODUCTION Ruth hadn’t much start 
in the race of life. In- 
deed, when first she comes to our attention 
she seems to have every conceivable handi- 
cap. She lived during the chaotic time 
when the Judges ruled in Israel; she was 
a Moabitess and therefore cradled in a land 
where polygamy, adultery, and child-sacri- 
fice were part of religion. She, with her 
sister-in-law and mother-in-law were wid- 
ows and unprovided for, and, clinging to 
her mother-in-law, she became a foreigner 
in Israel. 

Of all the relationships that have been 
the butt of humorists and cynics, that of 
daughter and mother-in-law has been by 
far the principal target. It is surely signifi- 
cant that this lovely Bible story shows that 
God can sanctify such a relationship and 
make it shine with true beauty. Not even 
the attraction of her own people and cus- 
toms (1:8, 15) could dissuade Ruth from 
her avowed intention of cleaving to Naomi 











AN ATHEIST’S HEART BREAKS 


“While I was away on a mis- 
sionary tour,” writes a Gospel 
worker of the American Mission 
to Greeks, ‘“‘my wife told me she 
had gone to call on the president 
of our village who was seriously 
ill. Although we all knew that 
he was an atheist, my wife dared 
to talk to him about his soul. He 
listened to her and seemed to 
drink in her words. Suddenly my 
wife burst into tears. His heart 
of stone broke. The strange words 
he had heard touched his soul. 
He immediately asked his wife to 
help him get on his knees and 
pray—for the first time in his life! 
When my wife was ready to leave, 
he warmly pressed her hand and 
assured her they would meet in 
heaven. A few days afterward he 
passed away.” 


Our missionaries endure priva- 
tions, persecution and long hours 
of labor, but it all seems worth- 
while when it results in souls be- 
ing won to Christ. What really 
hurts is not to be able to travel 
as extensively as possible to tell 
the Good News, or not to have 
enough New Testaments to place 
in the hand of every spiritually 
thirsting soul who asks for one. 
As one old lady who came to 
Christ recently said, “I might 
have died without hearing of 
Him.” Your gifts for missionary 
work and Scripture distribution 
help to supply this lack, and re- 
sult in many souls coming to 
know Christ who might have 
died without this knowledge. For 
only $1.00 you can provide a 
Greek Bible or 4 New Testa- 
ments, or with any amount up to 
$50 a month you can si to 
support a native worker regularly 
The results will count for eter- 
nity. You may have your own 
missionary assigned to you to pray 
and give for, and from whom to 
receive reports. Just write to the 
American Mission to Greeks, Inc., 
Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General 
Secretary, Dept. E., P. O. Box 
423, New York 36, N. Y. (In 
Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., Tor- 
onto 7, Ont.) 
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in her need, and the loving words with 
which she expresses her devotion is “the 
most beautiful confession of love in all the 
world.” 

Ruth, then, from a ba und of spirit- 
ual darkness and a grief-stricken experience 
of life, moving into God's plan and the 
direct lineage of King David and our Lord 
Jesus Christ, is an eloquent picture of the 
grace of God and the limitless opportuni- 
ties o to those who receive it. “Her 
story,” says Dr. Maclaren, “comes in amon 
all these [i.e. Judges} records of bloodsh 
and hate like a bit of calm blue sky among 
piles of ragged thunder clouds, or a breath 
of fresh air in the oppresive atmosphere of 
a slaughter-house. 

“Even in these wild times there was still 
a quiet corner where love could spread his 
wings. Ruth's passionate burst of tender- 
ness is immortal. It has put into fitting 
words for all generations the deepest 
thoughts of loving hearts, and comes to us 
over all the centuries between as warm 
and loving as when it welled up from that 
gentle, heroic soul. The two strongest emo- 
tions of our nature are blended in it, and 
each gives a portion of its fervour—love and 
religion.” Ruth learnt much in Israel, but 
she taught much, too! 


EXPOSITION 
Sad Journey 


The journey on foot from Moab to Beth- 
lehem was long and toilsome, involving a 
distance of about fifty miles across rough 
country, with the crossing of the two rivers 
Arnon and Jordan and the inevitable haz- 
ards of travel in those parts. The deep at- 
tachment of both Cengitinste-ton to 
Naomi (1:7-10, 14) is a great tribute to 
her. With Orpah the dan of the jour- 
ney and the attractions of home overcame 
her love (1:15), so Ruth and Naomi came 
to Bethlehem together, travel-stained, 
weary, and, in Naomi’s case, almost un- 
recognizable (1:19b). 

Vicissitudes and grief had made their 
mark upon her, and she felt keenly (what 
woman wouldn't?) the obvious astonish- 
ment of her old friends. “Call me not 
Pleasant” (Naomi) she said, but “Bitter” 
(Mara—see Exod. 15:23); “for the Almighty 
hath dealt very bitterly with me” (1:20). 
Significantly enough, the only plaint we 
hear from the lips of this fine woman came 
when her friends were aghast at the change 
in her—sure evidence of the unchangeable- 
ness of human nature. (Was one of them 
so tactless as to suggest she had greatly 
aged, we wonder?) 

So in most unpropitious circumstances 
Ruth enters the country of her dead hus- 
band at the end of April when the barley 
was ripe for harvesting and there was 
abundance for all: had provided a 
richer harvest for Ruth than she yet 
dreamed, but all that was hidden from her 
as she went to glean in the fields of Boaz. 


A Godly Employer 

Boaz comes on the scene as a splendid 
character and as of labor. “Boaz,” 
writes Dr. Alexander Whyte of Edinburgh, 
“is a splendid pattern to be set before all 
landowners, and farmers, and masters, and 
employers of labour. Courteous, affection- 
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ate, devoted, bountiful, Boaz greets his ‘reap- 
ers . . . as if they had been his sons and 
daughters. . . . He meets them in the 
morning with a benediction. . . . We hear 
him .. . in his jealousy for the reapers and 
the gleaners, issuing the strictest orders 
(2:8, 9), but Boaz’s own character and ex- 
ample are his . . . best law. Just, honour- 
able, and upright in the market and in the 
gate, he is kind, generous, and hospitable 
at home . . . a master to make his serv- 
ants worship him!” God’s way for Ruth 
may not have been an easy one, but it was 
certainly a blessed one, clearly shown in 
her introduction to the people of God. 

In the first place, she knew, admired, and 
loved her mother-in-law and, truly tracin 
Naomi’s virtues back to her faith, was gla 
to say “thy God shall be my God” (1:16b). 
Now, a strange and attractive woman in a 
foreign country, glad to glean in the fields, 
she meets a man of God who uses his power 
and authority only for kindness and gener- 
osity—who welcomes her with t and 
appreciation. Verses 11-23 of apter 2 
give us a beautiful picture of godly courtesy 
and consideration which every Christian 
might well emulate—and especially toward 
needy folk of other lands. Small wonder 
that Ruth embraced the faith of Israel and 
became, as said Origen, the engrafted wild 
olive tree of the Old Testament (i.e. the 
Gentile engrafted into the vine of God's 
covenant ple. cf. Romans 10). If we had 
more godly men and women like Boaz and 
Naomi, we should make more impact on 
immigrants like Ruth! 


A Blessed Marriage 


Naomi had been compelled to sell part 
of her inheritance and being without hus- 
band or sons, was without heir (4:3-5)—a 
serious situation under the circumstances of 
the day, for the old law required that no 
Hebrew family should lapse (Deut. 25:5- 
10). Taught the law by Naomi (who, we 
may feel assured, ormed this duty very 
happily) Ruth claims her right and, in ac- 
cordance with the law and custom, is mar- 
ried to Boaz and bears a son who is the 
ancestor of King David and the line of the 
promised Messiah. 

The simple and beautiful narrative con- 
tained in Chapters 3 and 4 is very instruc- 
tive as to marriage customs, etc., in the 
Middle East, many of which survive to this 
day, but in its tender account of a delicate 
matter, it reveals to our young folk the 
sort of conduct that leads to a happy mar- 
riage: Boaz acted in a manner that en- 
hanced Ruth’s respect for him (and with- 
out that there cannot be true love); Ruth’s 
conduct was such as to deserve the love and 

t of Boaz. So they made a happy pair 
with a romantic past with no regrets, and 
a wonderful future far surpassing their 
sweetest dreams. Happy indeed are those 
with a like experience. 


SUMMARY We can do no better than 

quote Dr. Alexander 
Whyte in for our summary. “The 
Church of Christ . . . has seen in Ruth’s 


husband, Boaz, a far off figure of her own 
Husband, Jesus Christ. For she, like Naomi 
and Ruth, was disinherited, disconsolate, 
despised, forgotten, and without kinsman - 
redeemer in her famine and deep distress, 
when His eye and His heart fell on her in 
the field. And how well He has performed 
a kinsman part, all the world has read in 
a Book that for truth and beauty far out- 
strips the Book of Ruth. How He has not 
only redeemed her, but has given her rest 
in His own house, in His Father’s house, 
and in His own heart—what written book 
can ever fully tell?” Indeed, what book can 
fully tell the glories of Jesus Christ our 
Lord, our Kinsman - Redeemer? 


AUGUST 11, 1957 
Hannah: Keeping Faith With God 


Background Scripture: I Samuel 1; 2:1-11, 
18-21 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 66: 1-2, 16-20 
Memory Selection: Psalm 66:13-14 


Professor Blaikie writes, 
“The prophet Samuel, 
like the book that bears his name, comes 
in as a connection link between the Judges 
and the Kings of Israel. . . . Samuel was 
the last of the judges, and in a sense the 
first of the prophets. The last of the judges, 
but not a military judge; not ruling like 
Samson by physical strength, but by high 
spiritual qualities and prayer. . . . He was 

e first placed by God side by side with 
kings and priests to supply that fresh 
moral and spiritual force which the prevail- 
ing worldliness of the one and formalism 
of the other rendered so necessary for the 
great ends for which Israel was chosen. . . . 
And called as Samuel was to this office at 
a transition period, the importance of it 
was all the greater. It was a work for which 
no ordinary man was called, and for which 
no ordinary man was found. Very often the 
finger of God is seen very clearly in connec- 
tion with the birth and early training of 
those who are to become His greatest 
agents.” So the work of God through Sam- 
uel begins with His work in Hannah. Our 
search for the spiritual secrets that made 
Samuel so great an influence for God and 
good takes us back to the little, insignifi- 
cant, divided, unhappy home of Elkanah at 
Ramathaim-Zophim and to sad, yet devoted 
Hannah. 


INTRODUCTION 


EXPOSITION 
Hannah’s Training 


Would Hannah have developed into so 
ly and devoted a woman and so fine a 
mother had her life been easier? Would 
she have vowed her vow and kept it had 
the birth of Samuel been more usual? The 
story plainly sugests it was the very long- 
drawn-out discipline to which she was sub- 
jected that was used to fashion her spiritual 
life, and what is true of Hannah is cer- 
tainly so of us. “Before I was afflicted I 
went astray: but now have I kept thy 
word,” said the Psalmist (119:67), and see- 
ing that the same discipline is upon our 
lives we have here the answer to much of 
the testing of the saints. The unhappiness 
that inevitably accompanies polygamy is 
deftly sketched for us in the opening chap- 
ter of I Samuel, and an incidental revela- 
tion is given of the spiritual state of Israel in 
that Elkanah the Levite had two wives. Han- 
nah was subjected day after day and hour 
by hour to the deliberate, taunting, fretting 
provocation of Peninnah (1:6,7), which was 
in no way eased by the lack of under- 
standing of her husband, who thought his 
gifts and love should make up for her 
childlessness (vs. 8) and the ache of her 
own heart. The time came when, with all 
appetite gone, she could stand the strain 
no longer, and she went to pray in Shiloh 
—the religious center for Israel. So distress- 
ed was she (vs. 10) that Eli the priest mis- 
took her agony of soul for drunkenness 
(vss. 12-16)—a warning on our too-hasty 
judgments upon the spiritual struggles of 
others! But the prayer had been made, the 
solemn vow taken (vs. 11), the erroneous 
rebuke suffered in humility and with i 
(a mark surely of true godliness!), and the 
blessing granted (vs. 17), so Hannah goes 
on her way with the burden lifted, her ap- 
petite restored (homely touch that!), and 
a radiant countenance (vs. 18). The very 
things that seemed most against her, her 
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childlessness and her bitter adversary, were 
used to drive her to God in prayer and de- 
votion. Many a Christian, whether or not 
having been to Bible college or seminary, 
could —7 to having been carefully train- 
ed by in the school of denial and 
affliction greatly aided by someone’s bitter 
tongue and brought to the place of great- 
est usefulness! That is no excuse for our 
Peninnahs, but it is a great comfort to 
those who have to live or work alongside 
them! 


Hannah’s Consistency 


Hannah vowed a vow and, unlike many 
of us, did not deviate from it by as much 
as a hairsbreadth. Happy indeed are those 
who have likewise kept inviolate the vows 
so solemnly given. It is a good thing to 
check our solemn moments, to read and re- 
peat again the earnest vows so sincerely 
taken, and upon our knees in the secret 
place, have them renewed. The daily fret 
and care of home, the irksomeness of some 
Christian duties, the unresponsiveness of 
those we are called to serve, the increasing 
materialism around us continually seeping 
through our defenses—these and a host of 
other adverse influences can take the bloom 
from our devotion and the joy from our 
lives. Not so Hannah. When the boy was 
born her radiant joy was not selfish, for 
she called his name Samuel, “Heard of 
God”; subsequently, though nothing could 
dissuade her from giving adequate care to 
Samuel (vss. 21-23), she persisted in her 
offering of her son to the service of God 
and did not permit his — fingers to 
supplant God’s place (vss. 24-28). 

As every parent knows, it is one thing 
to dedicate a child to God before and after 
it is born, and quite a different thing years 
later gladly to accept the fulfillment of the 
vow and send the loved one to the mission 
field or elsewhere in the service of God. It 
is harder still quietly and with radiant 
faith to accept the taking of the loved one 
by God to Himself as being His sovereign 
right and the privilege of perfect love. The 
quiet, steady testing of the years is not 
wasted if it produces a character and qual- 
ity of faith that neither falters nor breaks 
under pressure. Hannah was such a char- 
acter, and we cannot have too many women 
like her. 


Hannah’s Persistence 


A ship is not tested when it is on the 
stocks but after it is launched and sub- 
jected to the stresses and storms of a voyage. 
Likewise the value of our training and the 
character of our children is not proved in 
the shelter of our homes but in the storms 
outside. The conditions at Shiloh were any- 
thing but helpful to young Samuel with 
the godlessness, greed, sin, yee | and 
impurity of Eli’s sons bringing the offerings 
to the Lord into disrepute (2:12-17), but 
Hannah followed her son there by prayer 
(2:9) and rested assured on the sovereignty 
of Almighty God (2:8). Among the iniquit- 
ous surroundings of the worship at Shiloh, 
Samuel ministered, dressed in a linen ephod 
—a priestly dress consisting of two pieces 
which rested on the shoulders in front and 
behind, were joined at the top, and fastened 
about the body with a girdle—a delightful 
presentation of purity amid much that was 
sordid. 

Each year, as Hannah paid her regular 
visits for worship at Shiloh, she brought 
him a little coat, carefully and lovingly 
fashioned during the year and symbol of her 
love and her thoughts centering upon the 
altar. Many mothers since, toiling at home 
with their thoughts and prayers in some 
far-off land where their children are living 
and preaching Christ have found a like joy 
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in fashioning some similar love gift, and 
picturing it being worn in the service of 
God. 


SUMMARY To a Hebrew woman the 

ing of a male child 
was all important and accounts for the foc- 
using of so many of these Old Testament 
stories on that fact. God’s bringing to pass 


His purposes through His people today is 


through spiritual seed, and those not gifted 
with natural children may yet have spirit- 
ual fruit. The outstanding lesson from 
Hannah is her fidelity to her vow and 
sacred responsibilities. If we are as faithful 
in our God-given ministries, and as con- 
sistent in keeping our vows, we shall cer- 
tainly have our song of rejoicing in an- ~ 
swered prayer for those who have faid their 

all on the altar. 
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THE FAITH AND A WAY OF 
THOUGHT 


EXISTENTIALISM AND RELIGIOUS BELIEF, by 


David Roberts, 


edited by 


Roger 


Hazelton. Oxford. 344 pp. $5.00. 


Reviewed by Culbert G. Rutenber 


“Existentialism” is a perfectly bar- 
barous name for an old way of thinking 
made sophisticated. It is rather hard to 
nail down an exact definition because 
its various devotees often hold contra- 
dictory views. At one end of the scale 
is a devout Christian like Kierkegaard, 
holding to the virgin birth, deity, aton- 
ing death, resurrection and second com- 
ing of Christ; at the other is the nihil- 
ist Jean-Paul Sartre, who believes that 
life is and remains an absurdity, with 
each man creating his own values. The 
fact that both Christians and atheists 
are included in the broad spectrum of 
existentialism suggests that it is an ap- 
proach to life and its problems rather 
than a finished and rounded world 
view. It stresses action and living exper- 
ience as over against intellect and ra- 
tional thought, the concrete and par- 
ticular as opposed to the abstract and 
universal; it emphasizes man as against 
everything that dehumanizes him, wheth- 
er the impersonality of the scientific 
method or the suffocating conformism 
of modern culture; it points up the an- 
guish, anxiety, guilt and despair of 
modern man as opposed to all opti- 
mistic analyses of the human situation; 
it glories in man’s freedom as over 
against all forms of determinism; and it 
insists that genuine selfhood can emerge 
only in a serious and risky pledging of 
the self in engagement with the deepest 
issues of life. 

This book is a first-rate effort to come 
to grips with the implications of the ex- 
istentialist way of thinking for religious 
and Christian faith. Written by a well- 
known scholar who met an early and 
untimely death, the finishing touches 
were added by an equally competent 
scholar, Roger Hazelton. The result is 
a splendid volume for the library of the 
serious student of theology or philos- 
ophy; it is hardly recommended for the 
amateur in these fields. 

The meat of the book is an exegesis 
of the thinking of six representative ex- 
istentialists. Three of them are Chris- 
tians (Kierkegaard, the Protestant, and 
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Pascal and Gabriel Marcel, Roman 
Catholics), one is a theist (Karl Jas- 
pers), and two atheists (Martin Heideg- 
ger and Jean-Paul Sartre). While there 
are frequent references to theological 
thought in Roberts’ exposition, the real 
value of the book is its careful, faithful 
analysis of the thought of these famous 
men. The author’s own theological po- 
sition seems in debt, primarily, to Til- 
lich—which is not surprising in view of 
the fact that both men taught at Union 
Seminary. 

The final chapter makes some brief 
points about the significance of the ex- 
istentialist mode of thinking to reli- 
gious and, particularly; Christian 
thought. The general conclusion is that, 
while Christians can find helpful and 
suggestive insights in existentialism, ex- 
istentialism in turn has much to learn 
from Christianity. The appeal is not 
for an existentialist Christianity but for 
a Christianity which “transcend [s] ex- 
istentialism precisely by including it.” 

An excellent introduction to a very 
live modern movement, both in its re- 
ligious and its atheistic forms. 


Dr. Rutenber is Professor of Philosophy of 
Religion at Eastern Baptist . Theological 
Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE PATTERN OF AUTHORITY, by Bernard 
Ramm. Eerdmans. 111 pp. $1.50. 


Reviewed by Cornelius Van Til 


A truly Protestant pattern of author- 
ity, says Dr. Ramm, seeks “to steer a 
wise course between subjectivism and 
authoritarianism (p. 18). It holds that 
there is “an external principle [the in- 
spired Scripture] and an internal prin- 
ciple [the witness of the Holy Spirit (p. 
29)] Ramm adds that “authority and 
the personal or subjective reception of 
it must not be confused, as they are in 
much of the literature of religious au- 
thority” (p. 40). 

Ramm seeks to distinguish the his- 
toric Protestant view from that of Rom- 


anism, religious modernism, and mys- 
ticism. He also criticizes “the keryg- 
matic school,” and as for neo-orthodoxy, 
its view of divine authority “is associat- 
ed with a human, fallible, errant, and 
‘spiritless’ Bible” (p. 95). This, says 
Ramm, is unsatisfactory. That “which 
cannot be significantly called true can- 
not properly express the authority of 
God” (p. 96). 

We deeply appreciate the fact that 
Ramm thus seeks to distinguish be- 
tween the historic Protestant and the 
modern view of authority. The more do 
we deplore the fact that he appeals to 
such modern religious liberals as Her- 
bert H. Farmer (p. 46) and others in 
support of his own views. This leads to 
confusion. 

Look for a moment at Farmer’s arti- 
cle from which Ramm seeks support. 
Farmer has no room in his thought for 
a distinct operation of the Holy Spirit 
upon apostles and prophets resulting 
in an infallible book. The idea of an 
inerrant Bible, argues Farmer, really 
constitutes an attack upon the “full 
historic humanity of the Savior him- 
self: it is to deny the ‘in and through’ 
aspect of God’s action, and so is a par- 
tial denial of the Incarnation,” The 
Interpreter’s Bible I. p. 16. 

Having no room in his thought for a 
Bible infallibly inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, Farmer naturally has no room for 
the testimony of the Holy Spirit by 
which men are enabled to accept such 
a Bible for what it is. 

Ramm also appeals for support to 
John Newton Thomas. Says Thomas: 
“Thus the ‘formal principle’ of the 
Reformation fixes the seat of authority 
neither in the Scripture alone nor in 
the Spirit alone, but in the Scripture 
accredited by the Spirit. In this recipro- 
cal relationship the Spirit does not con- 
stitute the authority, but rather testi- 
fies to its authority” (p. 32). 

But for Thomas this “reciprocal rela- 
tionship” requires the rejection of an 
infallible Bible. He specifically asserts 
this in opposition to the “fundamental- 
ist” views of Professor John Murray, 
(Theology Today, vol. 3: pp. 1706). 
How, then, can Ramm appeal to both 
Murray and Thomas as though there 
were basic agreement between them? 

It would have helped matters greatly 
if Ramm had more clearly and more 
consistently distinguished between the 
work of the Holy Spirit terminating 
upon the consciousness of men chosen 
to be prophets and apostles, resulting 
in the Bible as the infallible revelation 
of God to mankind, and the work of 
the Holy Spirit terminating upon the 
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. consciousness of other men enabling 
them to appropriate to themselves, for 
their salvation, this infallible Bible and 
the Christ whom it presents. The mod- 
ern view of authority, which reduces 
the twofold work of the Spirit to one 
and then envelops the Spirit of God in 
a process philosophy, is opposed to 
rather than consonant with the approach 
of the Reformers. 

Dr. Van Til is Professor of Apologetics at 
Westminster Theological Seminary, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


CRISIS IN COMMUNICATION, A Christian 
Examination of the Mass Media: Mal- 
colm Boyd. Doubleday. 128 pp. $2.95. 


Reviewed by Paul A. Hopkins 


An educated Indian once summed up 
the non-Christian world’s greatest con- 
demnation of Christianity: ‘““The worst 
of it is that you Christians are nothing 
like your Christ.” We can argue the 
point of difference between Christen- 
dom and true Christianity, but the sim- 
ple fact is that the non-Christian world 
judges Christian missionaries by the 
action of so-called Christian nations. 
We can’t change that fact by arguing. 

This pioneering book comes to the 
heart of the problem. Its author, now 
an Episcopal clergyman, started life in 
an advertising agency and worked up 
through the film industry to become 
president of the Television Producers 
Association of Hollywood. He knows 
what he is talking about, therefore, 
when he argues that “we are being 
evangelized by our secular technical so- 
ciety far more than we are in the proc- 
ess of evangelizing it for Jesus Christ.” 

Boyd lays the blame for the church’s 
failure to communicate squarely on the 
“Christian withdrawal”—monasticism or 
separatism, depending on one’s point of 
view—into “Christian” activities. “It is 
not... the ‘religious’ sections of news 
magazines that have segregated ‘relig- 
ion’ from the whole of life; . .. the 
Churches have . . . achieved this by 
not seeing clearly and proclaiming ser- 
iously God’s involvement in, and sov- 
ereignty over, every area of life.” 

The author argues that despite our 
ostrich attitudes, today we have no 
choice about using or not using mass 
communications. The only choice left 
us is use or misuse. Further, he makes 
the point that second-rate (or worse) 
use of communications is a reflection on 
the truth which is in Christ. He makes 
bold to say that many people find that 
“reality seems to have been sucked out 
of the church situation, leaving only a 
dry shell.” 

Probably the most important criticism 
made of the Christian witness today is 
its tendency to exploit. He asks the 
question, “Are we relying on emotional 
pressure, appeals to eroticism or fear of 
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insecurity; . . . are we sufficiently re- 
garding ‘the audience” as comprised of 
persons to be valued rather than of ob- 
jects to be manipulated?” And again, 
speaking of pen and film in the same 
sentence with sword and gun, and with 
reference also to mass evangelism, he 
asks, “When is a technique . . . really 
. . . Christian and when is it not?” 

He makes a strong plea for integrity 
in our witness. To quote the author 
again: “Christian expression in any 
medium of communication is that which 
is essentially honest and, because its 
portrayal of character and event is true, 
enables us to perceive the Person of 
Jesus Christ and His work and signifi- 
cance for us and for our everyday lives.” 

Some may feel that the author is bet- 
ter at criticizing than at solving the 
problem. If this is true he is surely to 
be forgiven. For too long the church of 
Jesus Christ has mumbled pious jargon 
instead of communicating to a_ lost 
world the vital truth and life which is 
Jesus Christ. Boyd is a pioneer in ex- 
posing our failures; the answers to all 
the questions he asks may not be found 
in his book; they will come only as the 
whole church humbly recognizes its 
failure and together seeks to follow her 
Lord in sincerity and integrity. 


WHEN LIGHTS ARE LOW, by Henry Rische. 
Concordia. 238 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by Richard Allen Bodey 


Some years ago Henry Rische was the 
minister of a Missouri Synod Lutheran 
parish in a Western railroad town. 
After three months his Sunday congre- 
gation numbered only five. Instead of 
shaking his head in dejection and call- 
ing it quits, he instituted a weekly Sun- 
day afternoon “Twilight Hour,” a pro- 
gram of “lecture, poetry, and song.” 
Within six years the audience had 
grown to eight hundred. 

Here are fifteen superb messages. 
Rische does not traffic in trifles but 
comes to grips with the loftiest themes 
that challenge the prophet of God: Life, 
Love, Eternity, Home, Prayer, the Cross, 
language that bears witness to long 
hours of research and study in many 
areas, but especially in the Word. 

Here is a book that will comfort the 
sorrowful, strengthen the faint-hearted, 
cheer the discouraged, challenge the 
defeated, prime the preacher’s pump, 
and inspire all. 


The reviewer is pastor of the Third Pres- 
byterian Church, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


NEW TESTAMENT INTRODUCTION, by George 
A. Hadjiantoniou. Moody. 352 pp. 
$4.50. 


Reviewed by R. Laird Harris 


It is a pleasure to be able to com- 


mend this: book by Dr. Hadjiantoniou, 
pastor of the Second Greek Evangelical 
Church of Athens. Of special interest is 
the fact that he himself is Greek, edu- 
cated in Greece, England, and Scotland. ' 


The book is a good, orthodox, popu- 
lar work, covering first, general ques- 
tions of background, canon, text, and 
language and then giving specific ma- 
terial for each book of the New Testa- 
ment, discussing authorship, dates, con- 
tents, etc. A chapter on the “World of 
the New Testament” gives a survey of 
the history of the immediate pre-Chris- 
tian centuries, the political situation, 
the coinage of the day, and the religious 
sects of Jewry. Especially useful is the 
chronological table on page 169 giving 
a conspectus of Roman, Jewish, and 
Christian events from 14 to 99 a.p. 


The author makes good use of in- 
formation in the Jewish Talmud bear- 
ing on events in the early Christian 
Church. His references to the style of 
the Greek come reinforced with his 
knowledge of modern Greek. His treat- 
ment of Latinisms in the Gospel of 
Mark is very illuminating. Although the 
author is in touch with scholarly study, 
he does not burden his text with details 
of erudition which would hinder its use 
by the ordinary serious Christian. There 
are no footnotes. 

However, the reviewer feels there is 
some inexactitude which should be over- 
come in a future edition. For instance, 
he says on pages 132 and 165 that 
Irenaeus pictures Luke as writing the 
third Gospel after Paul died. The refer- 
ence given in Irenaeus does not say this, 
and Irenaeus does not say so elsewhere. 
Again, on page 295 he argues against 
the Pauline authorship of Hebrews be- 
cause it quotes from the Septuagint 
translation of the Old Testament 
whereas, he says, Paul was in the habit 
of “devising his own translation.” Few 
will follow him in the latter remark. In 
quotation after quotation Paul follows 
the Septuagint word for word. 

These inaccuracies and others allow 
him to deal a bit loosely with the evi- 
dence on the principle of canonicity. 
The reviewer does not believe that the 
earliest church was engaged in weeding 
out numerous writings of the apostles 
and others in order to arrive at our 
twenty-seven. No early Church father 
gives the slightest hint that any writings 
of the apostles were discarded. Quite 
the opposite, they say they treasured 
every word of these men. 

There are also some unfortunate 
omissions. The Dead Sea Scrolls should 
have been noticed in the survey of 
Christian backgrounds. The Essenes are 
mentioned only once although the 
Scrolls now give us much information 
on them. In the discussion of the Synop- 
tic problem on page 94, it seems that 
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the two outstanding orthodox scholars, 
Zahn and Graham Scroggie, should 
have been mentioned. 


The reviewer would question the ref- 
erence to II Corinthians 6:11—7:1 as an 
appeal to separate from the world (p. 
208) when separation from unbelievers 
is specifically given in the text. How- 
ever, on page 179 he shows interestingly 
that Paul was more exercised over the 
doctrinal error at Galatia than over the 
moral errors at Corinth. For, the doc- 
trinal error of “another gospel” cuts off 
the source of help. There are also sev- 
eral misprints—Codex B is a fourth-cen- 
tury manuscript not fourteenth (p. 63). 
Matthew 16:16 is meant on page 110 
not 6:16. The whole period of parch- 
ment manuscripts is omitted on page 60 
apparently by inadvertence. 


These blemishes, however, do not ser- 
iously detract from the value of the 
book to the general reader. An ad- 
vanced student, of course, will still wish 
to compare the older, more technical 
and annotated books on the subject. 
Dr. Harris is Professor of New Testament 
at Covenant College and Theological Semi- 
nary, St. Louis, Mo. 


LITTLE VISITS WITH GOD, by Allan Jahsmann 
and Martin Simon, Concordia, 287 


pp- $3.00. 
Reviewed by Julia Turner 


Unique devotionals highly recom- 
mended for families with young chil- 
dren. Prepared by experts, they teach 
Bible truths by means of experiences and 
questions common to all children. 


THE GENERAL EPISTLE TO JAMES, by R. V. 
G. Tasker. Eerdmans. 144 pp., $2.00 


THE EPISTLES OF PAUL TO THE THESSALON- 
IANS, by Leon Morris. Eerdmans. 152 
Pp.» $2.00 


Reviewed by George Eldon Ladd 


These two little volumes introduce a 
projected series of commentaries on the 
entire Bible called Tyndale Bible Com- 
mentaries, and edited by Edward J. 
Young of Westminster Theological Sem- 
inary in Philadelphia, and R. V. G. 
Tasker of the University of London. 
The aim of the new series is to place 
in the hands of laymen and pastors 
commentaries which are grounded in 
up-to-date scholarly exegesis without be- 
ing overly technical, which are evangel- 
ical without an undue apologetic con- 
cern, and which are devout without 
neglecting the historical meaning. They 
will therefore make an important con- 
tribution toward filling the need for 
conservative, scholarly aids for study 
and interpretation of the Word of God. 

Each volume contains some twenty or 
more pages of introduction which deal 
with historical and critical questions of 
authorship, date, purpose and authen- 
ticity, thereby introducing the general 
reader to problems of technical scholar- 
ship without deeply involving him in 
these issues. The commentary is based 
upon the text of the Authorized Ver- 
sion, but constant reference is made to 
the meaning of the Greek text. 

The basic view-point of the commen- 
taries is that of classic reformed Protest- 
antism. This means that in the interpre- 
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tation of eschatological passages, prob- 
lems that loom large in the thinking of 
many American Bible students, are not 
discussed. The reader of these commen- 
taries will, however, find his mind 
stimulated, his faith strengthened, and 
his heart warmed; and this certainly 
should be the objective of any good 
commentary. 


PRAYER AND LIFE’S HIGHEST, Paul S. Rees. 
Eerdmans. 128 pp. $2.00. 


Reviewed by V. Raymond Edman 


Seldom in brief compass do we find 
such thorough and thought-provoking 
study on prayer. There is explanation 
and exhortation on the prayers of the 
apostle Paul. The entire volume is a 
succinct and wholly satisfying study of 
these prayers; such as the request in 
Ephesians | for the spirit of wisdom and 
knowledge, and that of the third chapter 
to know the love of Christ. Philippians 
1 presents the petition that believers 
abound in love; and Colossians 1 calls 
for consistency between practice and 
precept. We are to pray with the under- 
standing as well as with the aid of the 
Holy Spirit; and this generation has pro- 
duced no finer understanding of true 
prayer and the urgency to pray than 
this choice volume. 


Dr. Edman is President of Wheaton Col- 
lege, Wheaton, Til. 


CHRISTIAN, COMMIT YOURSELF! Paul S. Rees. 
Revell. 158 pp. $2.00. 


Reviewed by V. Raymond Edman 


These difficult days of tensions, na- 
tional and international, demand a clar- 
ion call to the basic virtues and re- 
sources of the Christian life. Clearly and 
convincingly, Paul Rees has issued that 
call. This is the day for committal, when 
Christians should be willing and eager 
to stand up and be counted as belong- 
ing wholly to the Lord. The spiritual 
flabbiness of the age requires strength, 
which comes only through discipline. 
The needy world around us requires 
workers, every committed Christian, laity 
and clergy, to be witnesses for the 
Savior. The inner resources of the Chris- 
tian life are the Word of the Living 
God, the family altar of prayer, and 
devotion to the Savior. The call to com- 
mittal is clear and cogent, exacting and 
exciting. 

PAUL BEFORE THE AREOPAGUS AND OTHER 

NEW TESTAMENT STUDIES, N. B. Stone- 

house. Eerdmans. 197 pp. $3.50. 


Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 


This book is composed of seven differ- 
ent articles by Dr. Stonehouse, who holds 
the chair of New Testament at West- 
minster Theological Seminary that was 
made famous by Dr. Machen. Dr. Stone- 
house moves in the circle of advanced 
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New Testament studies with ability. 
There is always a clear grasp of the 
materials treated and a defense of the 
orthodox position which does not re- 
sort to question-begging, or pious cant 
or retreat to some obscurantist redoubt. 
It is gratifying to observe how conver- 
sant Dr. Stonehouse is with German 
and Dutch literature, especially when in 
some quarters of our American ortho- 
doxy academic competence is listed as 
the eighth sin. 

The articles are not directed toward 
laymen but toward students and scholars. 
The first essay treats the important 
theological and critical problems asso- 
ciated with Paul’s famous Mars Hill 
speech; the second rebuts Zeitlin’s theory 
of two sanhedrins as a device to excul- 
pate the Jewish people as such from the 
crime of the crucifixion; the third is a 
discussion of the Holy Spirit in the Acts; 
the fourth defends the thesis that the 
elders and living beasts of Revelation 
are angelic creatures and not the re- 
deemed; the fifth and sixth are exposi- 
tions and refutations of the views of 
Bultmann and Dibelius, leaders in con- 
temporary radical New Testament criti- 
cism; and the last is a short but im- 
portant discussion of Luther’s view of 
the canon of the New Testament. 


THE USE OF MUSIC IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, 
Vivian Sharp Morsch. Westminster. 
171 pp. $3.00. 


Reviewed by Adrian Heaton 


This volume meets a long felt need. 
Ministers and Christian teachers have 
become increasingly aware of the crude, 
thoughtless, and unworthy use of music 
in many of our churches and church 
schools. Vivian Morsch has come forth 
with 171 pages packed full of positive, 
constructive suggestions. It is evident 
that she well knows the theory of Chris- 
tian education, has a high view of church 
worship and a full understanding of 
music. 

It is the author’s view that music is 
not an appendix to our programs of 
worship and Christian education, but an 
integral part of the service of God. The 
reader will be deepened in his apprecia- 
tion of the hymnody of the church, will 
be stimulated to attempt creative and 
unusual music activities with children 
and will find an ample resource for the 
use of music literature and recordings 
for both worship and education. This 
book should be read by all teachers and 
leaders of worship as well as by those 
specificially responsible for children’s 
choirs and _ congregational singing. 
Morsch discusses experiences with in- 
struments, rhythm experiences for chil- 
dren, the grading of music materials, the 
setting of objectives and standards for 
good church music, the relationship of 
Christian discipline to choir disciplines 
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and the use of. choral speech in the 
church. The reviewer hopes the book 
will have wide circulation and reading. 


MACCABEES, ZEALOTS, AND JOSEPHUS: AN 
INQUIRY INTO JEWISH NATIONALISM IN 
THE GRECO-ROMAN PERIOD, by William 
Farmer. Columbia. 239 pp. $4.50. 


Reviewed by Edward J. Young 


The thesis presented and defended in 
this fascinating work is that there was 
a positive connection between the Jew- 
ish nationalism of the first century A.D. 
and that of the second century B.c. The 


Zealots of the Roman period were the 
spiritual descendants of their proto- 
types, the Maccabees. The celebration 
of the Hanukkah festival, the remem- 
brance of Nicanor’s day, and the witness , 
of the document Megillath Taanit, all 
go to show that the Maccabees were- 
definitely remembered by the Palestin- 
ian Jews of the first century a.p. Even 
the newly discovered scroll from Qum- 
ran, popularly known as “The War of 
the Sons of Light against the Sons of 
Darkness” is appealed to—successfully, 
we think—in support of the author's 
thesis. 
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But what of Josephus who would 
have us to understand that the revolt 
of the Jews in Roman times broke out 
de novo? Is Josephus correct, or is Dr. 
Farmer? In the light of the evidence ad- 
duced, one can only conclude that the 
thesis of Dr. Farmer is correct. There 
were reasons political, apologetic, and 
theological why Josephus gave the im- 
pression that the revolutionists were not 
at one with the great majority of Greek- 
speaking Jews. We believe that the au- 
thor has made his point convincingly 
and has produced a work of genuine 
value for all students of New Testament 
times. 

Only at one major point are we con- 
strained to differ with the author. In his 
evaluation of Jesus Christ we think that 
much is-left to be desired. Dr. Farmer 
lays stress upon the importance of a 
knowledge of the historical background 
of our Lord’s life, “Not until we are. in 
a position to know what it meant to 
those who first heard his teaching are 
we in a position to translate its mean- 
ing intq terms which penetrate and il- 
lumine our own situations” (p. 202). 
We cannot agree. What we need to 
know and believe in order to under- 
stand Christ is all that the Scripture 
states about Him. Then shall we know, 
and then only, that the strange Figure 
who lived in Palestine during the first 
century of our era was one stupendous 
Divine Person, with a divine and a hu- 
man nature, the only Redeemer: of 
God's elect. 


Dr. Young is Professor of Old Testament 


at Westminster Theological Seminary, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 


NEW CONCEPTS OF HEALING, by A. Graham 
Tkin. Associated Press. 262 pages. $3.50. 


Reviewed by David W. Baker 


Like many books of British authorship 
this study of the medical, psychological, 
and religious aspects of spiritual healing 
is outstanding for its coverage of the 
subject matter and for its readability. It 


is no ordinary treatment of the subject 
of healing, but one that is as daring as 
it is exhaustive. 

Miss Ikin believes that recent knowl- 
edge acquired by psychologists and re- 
ligious workers if properly related to the 
medical profession will be of inestimable 
value in promoting the healing of the 
whole man. She says: “Our prides and 
prejudices, our fears and our resent- 
ments, our hates and our touchiness, 
are as potent a cause of disease as any 
microbe.” She believes there is a real 
place for the resources of faith and the 
insights of psychologists in the healing 
of the sick, and she hopes for better co- 
operation between medical, psychologi- 
cal,-and religious workers. She feels that 
the kind of team work which has been 
responsible for so many of the recent 
advances in medicine will also bring un- 
imagined results in the study and cure 
of the psychosomatic diseases. The scope 
of the book-may be gauged from the fact 
that one of the first chapters is on “The 
New Testament and Healing,” and-one 
of the last—and one of the best—is on 
“Spiritual Healing and the New Phys- 
ics.” 

It should be pointed out that Miss 
Ikin shares the viewpoint of so many of 
the modern spiritual and psychic healers, 
and most of the healing cults, in deny- 
ing the uniqueness of Jesus’ miracles. 
This view leayes.much to be desired. 


VICTORIOUS PRAYING, by Alan Redpath. 
Revell. 151 pp. $2.00. 


Reviewed by Armin R. Gesswein 


These messages offer a new approach 
both for prayer, and for “The Lord’s 
Prayer.” In it the author finds a pattern 
for victorious Christian praying, a pray- 
er not for the unconverted, but wholly 
a “family prayer,” of the Spirit-filled 
Christian. It is on that. level that this 
great prayer which our Lord taught 
comes into its own, as does the victor- 
ious Christian through it. 

Our Lord’s entire prayer thus is un- 








folded from the insight that Christ's 
Life is the Life of the Christian, and 
that, therefore, our prayer-life proceeds 
from the pattern of His own. All the 
meaning of the Lord’s Prayer derives 
from our union with Christ, or, the in- 
dwelling Christ. 

Beginning at the Father’s throne in 
heaven, then descending to the depths 
of human suffering, need, and sin, and 
rising again to that throne-life with 
Him, the prayer never loses the royal 
Spirit of victory, whether in the heights 
with Christ, or in the depths with man. 
Prayer is for the Christian not a mere 
act, but his very life. 

One is struck by the author’s single- 
ness and simplicity, but at the deepest 
depths. He is never shallow or stale. He 
weaves closely and intimately the writ- 
ing of Scripture, on the one hand, with 
the believer's life in the Spirit, on the 
other. In that way many questions aris- 
ing from this great prayer of Christ—if 
considered on a less select level—are an- 
swered. This is another way of saying 
the Spirit-filled life is the key to the 
Lord’s Prayer. 

There is great strength of presenta- 
tion, as each petition is pressed with 
urgency and immediacy, avoiding argu- 
ment and entanglement. The most diffi- 
cult petition—“lead us not into tempta- 
tion”—is not examined too closely. 
Here we could have more help. 

The entire book concentrates on one 
dimension of the Christian life—that of 
sanctification. This is both its strength 
and its limitation. By moving into the 
area of service, more help would be 
given to the victorious Christian par- 
ticularly in the petitions, “Thy will be 
done” . “Thy kingdom come”. . 
“Deliver us from evil” and its varied 
battlegrounds. In short, the author’s 
view of victory is always that of personal 
victory: the victory of sanctification, and 
not so much the related victory of sanc- 
tification and service. 

Here is a contribution both telling 
and timely, searching and satisfying, re- 
vealing and rewarding in the most 
needy area of the Christian’s personal 
piety, purity, and power in prayer. The 







author has, once again revived the 
Lord’s. Prayer to a grand place of use- 
fulness for every Christian. 

The reviewer is Chairman of the Commis- 


sion on the Spiritual Life of the National 
Association of Evangelicals. 
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THE VOICE OF CONSCIENCE. Alfred M. Reh- 
winkel. Concordia. 189 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by Herbert H. Ehrenstein 


What is conscience? Is it merely a neg- 
ative voice that forbids its possessor to 
do wrong? Is it a reticence to depart 
from cultural traditions? What is its 
function? How does conscience manifest 
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itself? Is the conscience free, or does it 
bow to the mind of man? 

The problem of conscience has always 
been a thought-provoking one. Many 
scholars have offered theories and ideas 
concerning man’s conscience in an at- 
tempt to analyze what it is that keeps 
him from serious wrong. It has always 
been perplexing to see how, seemingly, 
one person can feel perfectly free to do 
some wrong, and another will hesitate 
before considering evil. Is this consci- 
ence? Does the conscience decide what 
is wrong and what is not for the individ- 
ual? Or is this all the result of upbring- 
ing? 

Beginning with the definition and his- 
tory of the conscience-concept, Dr. 
Rehwinkel, author of the well-known 
volume on the flood, and Professor of 
Ethics at Concordia Theological Semi- 
nary (Missouri Synod) in St. Louis, dis- 
cusses the Bible picture of conscience, its 
function, peculiar manifestations and 
significance. Chapter eight on the con- 
science and the confessional is most in- 
teresting and suggestive. A splendid 
bibliography and index make the work 
invaluable as a reference volume. A 
most challenging as well as refreshing in- 
vestigation of an important and difficult 
theme. 


NEARER TO THEE, Harriet Ann Daffron & 
Betty Jean Clark. Nelson. 160 pp. 
$3.00. 


Reviewed by Pearl Moy 


Here are some familiar Scripture 
passages from the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible. The selections of 
poetry and prose are grouped under 
headings such as “God,” “Jesus Christ,” 
“The Way of the Lord,” etc., for easy 
reference. In addition to a subject and 
alphabetical index, there is a Scripture 
index in biblical order that is helpful 
in locating a particular verse. 


FAMOUS STORIES OF INSPIRING HYMNS, Ern- 
est K. Emurian. Wilde. 185 pp. $2.50. 


Fifty stories of the backgrounds of 
well known hymns and gospel songs. In- 
terestingly written and adaptable for 
youth programs, sermons, etc. 


THIRTY YEARS A WATCH TOWER SLAVE, by 
William J. Schnell. Baker. 207 pp. 
$2.95. 


Reviewed by David W. Baker 


Here are the confessions of a convert- 
ed Jehovah’s Witness, laying bare, “for 
the first time in history,” the inner 
workings of the organization. It is the 
author’s life story as a Jehovah’s Wit- 
ness. 

Schnell was born in New Jersey in 
1905 of German parentage, taken to the 
homeland for a visit and stranded by 
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World War I. He fell under the sway 
of the Watch Tower Society, and became 
very active in its work in Central Eur- 
ope. Emigrating to the United States, 
he rejoined the Society and labored in 
New York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, 
fomenting riots, and fighting over 500 
court battles, some even to the U. S. 
Supreme Court. 

While working for the Society in 
America, Schnell watched the organiza- 
tion’s power increase, its methods hard- 
en, and the bestial nature of its char- 
acter become more and more evident. “I 
had the mark of the organization on 
my hands (working for them), and the 
mark on my forehead (indulging in 


their kind of thinking), but I continued 
to carry with me a hard core of individ- 
uality which refused to yield, and would 
assert itself in qualms of conscience. ... 
Gradually I began to regain my spiritual | 
balance as I read God's Word without 
the heady Watch Tower wine.” But.. 
“alas, I was a coward. ... Again and 
again as waves of fear broke over me 
I would resort to strong drink. It re- 
quired but one innuendo or one threat 
from the Witnesses and I was off again. 
God alone could deliver me!” 
Deliverance came in April 1952, after 
a night of agonizing prayer and con- 
fession before God. The book concludes 
with a warning respecting the theocracy 
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which has “brain-washed the religion of 
Jesus from all those who become its 
slaves, . . . establishes a pattern of 
works to supplant salvation in Christ 
Jesus . . . in place of grace freely given 
those having faith in the blood of Christ 
Jesus,” and which does “not study the 
Word of truth . .. but . . . solely 
books, booklets, and magazines contain- 
ing approximately 614% of misapplied 
Scripture, edited and published by the 
Watch Tower Society.” 


SCRIPTURE AND MYTH: AN EXAMINATION OF 
RUDOLPH BULTMANN’S PLEA FOR DEMYTH- 
OLOGIZING, by Philip Edgcumbe 
Hughes. Tyndale Press. 30 pp. 


Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 


In this brief work Dr. Hughes gives 
us a presentation of Bultmann’s views, 
takes some expert sniper-like shots at 
Bultmann’s vulnerable assertions, and 
then launches a full attack on Bult- 
mann’s theology attempting to com- 
pletely turn his flank. In the short com- 
pass of a review we do not have the 
luxury of space to explain Bultmann’s 
position. Some of the highpoints of Dr. 
Hughes’ criticism of Bultmann are: 

(1) Bultmann does not reject merely 
the myths of the New Testament; he 
rejects the very apostolic interpretation 
of Christianity. (2) Bultmann’s theology 
does not reflect the theology of the New 
Testament but is one too richly colored 
by mysticism, psychologism, extreme 
subjectivism, and existentialism. (3) 
Bultmann’s existentialism demands that 
he concentrate on the Now and flee the 
future. On the contrary the New Testa- 
ment presents a hope to the Christian 
for the future, and the very eschatology 
of the New Testament which Bultmann 
flees is an integral and blessed part of 
its message. (4) The Christ of Bultmann 
is a completely human one with not one 
supernatural trace left of the thean- 
thropic Redeemer of the New Testa- 
ment. (5) Whereas the Scriptures pre- 
sent a divine history of a sovereign God 
and encompass the sweep of the ages, 
Bultmann reduces significant history 
down to each man’s history. (6) In 
order to make the existential decision 
tensional, Bultmann must describe a 
universe of chance and preach a gospel 
of uncertainty. But this is in direct con- 
trast to the biblical teaching of God 
governing His universe by law and order 
and knowing the beginning from the 
end. (7) Bultmann makes a great ap- 
peal to modern science. Dr. Hughes 
shows how precarious this is, making 
the point that Bultmann’s science is 
now more than fifty years out of date. 
That the universe is rational and may 
be known, and that the scientist is ra- 
tional and may know, are biblical teach- 
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ings. In other words, Dr. Hughes shows 
that the very biblical faith Bultmann 
rejects in order to take his cues from 
science, is the very faith science needs 
to assume (covertly to be sure) for sci- 
ence even to exist. (8) Finally, Dr. 
Hughes asserts that Bultmann has rais- 
ed the problem of religious authority 
and has defended the authority of hu- 
man, sinful man over the sovereign 
God. At this point Dr. Hughes mag- 
nificently defends the Reformed doc- 
trine of authority: that God is the final 
authority in religion; that He expresses 
His authority in revelation; that the 
Scriptures are that revelation; that the 
revelation is sealed to the heart by the 
inner witness of the Holy Spirit; and 
that the authority is dynamic, for it 
speaks the divine word of our redemp- 
tion in Jesus Christ. 





CRY OUT FOR INSIGHT 


(Continued from page 21) 


world during the first half of February. 
To illustrate attitudes and insights, here 
are some news items, with my comments 
at time of reading. 

1. The life story of King Ibn Saud of 
Saudi Arabia fills me with repugnance at 
his gross animality. “Neither training nor 
heritage has equipped King Saud for 
the test history has set him.” His father 
was a fanatic disciple of Mohammed 
Wahab, “A zealot whose savagery in the 
name of Allah struck terror throughout 
the length and breadth of Arabia’s des- 
ert.” Eighty or ninety wives and con- 
cubines. Prayer five times a day toward 
Mecca. Three hundred million dollars a 
year income. Reaction: Here is the nat- 
ural man, untouched by the Spirit of 
God, knowing nothing of the truth of 
God, and very probably destined to be 
among those described in Isaiah 14:9 
who, in Hell, will greet Satan derisively 
as he passes them on the way to his own 
judgment. 

2. Robert Wagner, Mayor of New 
York, “trying to look good before his 
constituency, refused to welcome visit- 
ing King Saud.” Reaction: This is the 
attitude of a cheap politician. If Wag- 
ner as a private citizen should meet 
Saud unofficially in the lobby of the 
Waldorf-Astoria, Wagner would have 
the right to turn his back and refuse to 
shake hands with Saud. But the Mayor 
of New York may not refuse to greet 
the head of a nation with which we 
maintain diplomatic relations. A man 
in an official capacity must perform the 
functions of his office. Eisenhower un- 
derstood this and properly rebuked 
Wagner: “You don’t promote the cause 
of peace by talking only to people with 


whom you agree,” he said in his press 
conference. “That is merely a yes-man 
performance. You have got to meet face 
to face the people with whom you dis- 
agree at times, to determine whether or 
not there is a way of working out differ- 
ences and reaching a better understand- 
ing. In this light I am always obliged 
to meet any man, any head of state, who 
will come and talk when we think we 
have problems that might be solved, 
solutions that might be advanced by 
this kind of meeting. I therefore deplore 
any discourtesy shown to a visitor who 
comes to us, representative of a govern- 
ment or of a people, whose purpose is 
to see whether he can assist in amelior- 
ating any of these difficulties.” This 
common-sense view put Wagner in his 
proper place. 

3. As I read of Saud’s hatred of the 
Jews, I know that he will be judged by 
God for his attitude. 

4. Here is Eisenhower's defense of 
Dulles when the latter was under at- 
tack. In effect the President said, “I am 
the boss, and I take the criticism. I 
stand back of everything that my ap- 
pointee has done. When he acts, I am 
acting.” This principle is the basis of 
true leadership. A strong man never 
takes responsibility without authority, 
and a good chief backs up his assist- 
ant’s decisions. 

5. Negro civic leaders in Kansas City 
approve a strong effort by the police to 
curtail crime by members of their race. 
One Negro expressed “a feeling that is 
more relief than criticism.” I rejoice 
that the matter is being treated on the 
basis of right and wrong rather than 
race. A thief is a thief, whatever his 
color, and good men must put down 
crime, whoever commits it. 

6. I read of internal warfare in labor 
unions and rejoice that some leaders 
are taking a strong stand against those 
who would hide behind the Fifth 
Amendment. A man who holds a place 
of leadership in any political or other 
organization that involves the public 
welfare must show himself fit to lead. 

7. I read of Ingrid Bergman coming 
to the United States to receive a movie 
award and being received with cheers. 
If a woman from a back alley abandons 
her children and husband to have a 
child by another man there would be 
those who sneeringly say that such ac- 
tion is not astonishing since these peo- 
ple are “amoral.” But when Ingrid 
Bergman does it, the columnists and 
commentators speak of “romance.” In 
either case it is harlotry and must be 
judged in the same light. There is no 
excuse. In fact the actress is more to be 
condemned than the other woman be- 
cause her advantages have been so much 
greater. 

8. Time reports conditions in Po- 
land: Roman Catholics used to com- 
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plain of persecution by the Communists. 
Now the latter are complaining of per- 
secution by the Romanists. Caption for 
the story: “Same Shoe, Other Foot.” 
Reaction: Dictatorship of the extreme 
right is as Satanic as dictatorship of the 
extreme left. Won’t Americans ever un- 
derstand that our lot will be the same 
if Rome gets control of the United 
States? Or will they learn too late? 


9. Time writes up Billy Graham’s an- 
nouncement of the forthcoming crusade 
in Madison Square Garden, New York. 
Am hurt by the cynical tone of the arti- 
cle. I pray that the man who wrote it 
will be brought to know the reality of 
the life.that is in Christ, and which is 
so much needed in Manhattan. Above 
all, I pray for Billy. 

10. Here is the story of an attempt to 


repeal a Massachusetts law which re- 
quires that stray animals be gassed, and 
that none may be used in medical re- 
search. How could anyone fail to see 
that the life of one child is worth more , 
than the lives of 100,000 dogs? — 

11. Here is a review of a movie about 
the life of Albert Schweitzer. Am glad 
that the secular magazine calls him a 
“humanitarian” and not a Christian 
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Israel while Russia disregards UN reso- 
lutions on Hungary” is ridiculous. You 
might as well say that a murderer in 
California must not be punished be- 
cause another murderer has just killed 
two people in Florida and has not been 
punished. 

13. Reading the life story of Martin 
Luther King, I note his Christian man- 
ner of leading Negroes in their struggle 
for ordinary human rights. Rejoice that 
a secular magazine reports that he has 
behaved in such a Christian fashion 
that he has hit his opponents in their 
most vulnerable spot—their consciences. 

14. Here is an article on France’s po- 
sition in Algeria. Morally there is no 
justification for the French position. 
The situation of the Algerians is moral- 
ly the same as that of the Indians in In- 
dia, the Moroccans in Morocco or any 
other people long dominated by a col- 
onial power. France’s declaration that 
leader. It is the consensus of neighbor- 
ing missionaries that Schweitzer is writ- 
ing on the sand; when he dies, his work 
will revert to the jungle and paganism, 
unless large sums of American money 
are poured into it. Conclude that his 
statement that “he did not go to Africa 
to civilize but to atone,” reveals a guilt 
complex. Am sad that Schweitzer’s 
“atonement” can do nothing for Africa; 
am even more sad that he has not em- 
phasized the atonement of Christ. 

12. Israel refuses to leave the Gaza 
strip unless the UN takes over in order 
to safeguard her interests. So many 
moral issues are involved that it is diff- 
cult to reach a conclusion. Israel cannot 
be condoned for taking arms against 
Egypt. Egypt was not justified in using 
the Gaza strip as.a point of attack 
against Israel. Senator William Knowl- 
and’s statement that it would be “im- 
moral” and “insupportable” “to punish 
Algeria is an integral part of France is 
only a pleasant fiction. The United 
States has backed France against Algeria 
as a political expediency, perhaps, but 
the action is morally indefensible. 

Suspending these illustrations, let us 
draw certain conclusions. First, we live 
in a real world and must act realistical- 
ly. Therefore a nation cannot treat an- 
other nation exactly as an individual 
treats another individual. If a Christian 
has an enemy who threatens to burn 
down his barn, the Christian can call 
upon the police to protect his property 
and may collect insurance if the barn 
does go up in flames. If a nation (the 
United States) is faced with an enemy 
(Russia) which has destructive inten- 
tions, there is no police force to inter- 
vene, no insurance compensation. High 
taxes and a great military budget con- 
stitute our insurance premium and pro- 
tective force. A government which 
would take any other view would be 
thrown out of office. 


Some readers will disagree with me on 
points in this outline. How shall we re- 
solve our differences? God replies, “Cry 
out for insight!” The gift of discern- 
ment is probably the rarest of all spirit- 
ual gifts, and so we must “cry out for 
insight.” If two believers disagree on 
any question, even a biblical one, they 
must bear in mind that all believers are 
the servants of God and are answerable 
only to Him. “Who are you to pass 
judgment on the servant of another? It 
is before his own master that he stands 
or falls. And he will be upheld, for the 
Master is able to make him stand” 
(Rom. 14:4). 

We must have convictions. We cannot 
be neutral. In any moral issue we must 
take a stand. We are answerable only 
to God. We must “cry out for insight.” 

Returning to the thought in my first 
paragraph, I conclude: The Philippian 
church was called upon to approve 
things that were excellent. How were 
they to do this? Read it carefully, for 
it is the key to the formation of all cor- 
rect attitudes and to the development 
of true insight. Paul prayed THAT THEIR 
LOVE MIGHT ABOUND MORE AND MORE. 
Abounding, expanding love—the solu- 
tion of the problem lies there. 





WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 17) 
derstanding of the patient’s emotional 
problems, his stresses, worries and 
strains; and on the paramount need for 

adequate and balanced nutrition.” 


GHANA OPEN FOR MISSIONS 


At a recent press conference, Prime 
Minister Nkrumah, leader and cham- 
pion of the newly independent African 
State of Ghana, declared without hesita- 
tion that missions were welcome in the 
new country. 

Asked if missionaries would remain in 
the country now that Ghana was free, 
and if missions would be invited in, 
Nkrumah said: 

“Absolutely. We are what we are to- 
day because of them. Why should we 
want them to go away now?” 

“What do you think of Apartheid in 
South Africa?” one reporter asked. 

“It is against all Christian ethics,” 
the Prime Minister said abruptly. “If I 
had my way, I'd smash it.” 


TO DISCONTINUE FOREIGN BOARD 


The 169th General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. at 
Omaha approved a proposal to dis- 
continue the denomination’s Board of 
Foreign Missions. In its place there will 
be set up a Commission on Ecumenical 
Mission and Relations. 

The new group will replace both the 
board and the Permanent Commission 


on Interchurch Relations. 

This is believed the first such action 
taken by a major Protestant denomina- 
tion. 

Dr. John A. Mackay, president of 
Princeton Theological Seminary and a 
board member, explained the proposal. 
He said a “crucial moment” had been 
brought about in the missionary move- 
ment “not by its failure but by its suc- 
cess.” This posed the problem whether 
the missionary movement should be in- 
tegrated into the ecclesiastical move- 
ment, he said. 

Creation of the new commission was 
recommended in a report of the Stand- 
ing Committee on Foreign Missions. 


SEEKS COLOMBIAN ASSURANCES 


The National Association of Evan- 
gelicals asked in Washington that as- 
surances of religious liberty be given by 
the new government of Colombia be- 
fore the United States extends official 
diplomatic recognition to the military 
junta which overthrew President Gus- 
tave Rojas Pinella. 

In a letter to Secretary of State John 
Foster Dulles, the NAE’s secretary of 
public affairs, Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, de- 
clared that “in company with freedom- 
loving Americans all over North and 
South America we are in hopes that the 
recent steps taken in Colombia may in- 
dicate the termination of many of the 
restrictions on basic freedom in that 
country.” 

Dr. Taylor said the NAE “strongly 
urges” the State Department to impose 
five conditions before extending recog- 
nition to the new regime: 

1—That so-called “mission territories” 

be reopened to Protestant missions 
which have been evicted from 
these regions. 
2—That non-Roman Catholic relig- 
ions be guaranteed freedom of the 
press and radio in Colombia. 

$—That all religious groups be as- 
sured of the right to import books. 

4—That the Colombian government 
grant freedom to construct Protest- 
ant churches “without hindrance 
or delays after plans are approved 
by local municipal authorities.” 

5—That the Colombian government 
restore residence privileges to 
Americans who wish to enter Col- 
ombia for “religious and educa- 
tional purposes.” 


PEOPLE IN THE NEWS 


Franklin F. Ellis, international direc- 
tor of Child Evangelism Fellowship, 
Inc., hopes to double his organization’s 
personnel in the coming year. . . . Dr. 
John Northcote Deck, of the South Sea 
Evangelical Mission, died May 10 in 
Toronto at the age of 82. Dr. Deck, a 
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pioneer medical missionary, went to the 
Solomon Islands in 1908, serving there 
for 19 years. He was the first white man 
to cross Guadalcanal and Malaita Is- 
land, then inhabited largely by can- 
nibals. He was a frequent contributor 
to Erernity. . . . Richard W. Wester- 
velt head of the advertising agency 
bearing his name, has moved the oper- 
ation from Trenton to Princeton, N. J. 
... Dr. Akbar Haqq, Indian evangelist, 
conducted an evangelistic campaign in 
Kanpur, India, recently in which there 
were more than 900 decisions for Christ. 
The meetings were conducted under the 
sponsorship of the Evangelical Fellow- 
ship of India. . . . Rev. Jose M. Marti- 
nez was named president of the newly 
organized Federation of Independent 
Evangelical Churches in Spain. . . . Dr. 
Eric M. North has retired as senior gen- 
eral secretary of the American Bible So- 
ciety after serving for thirty years... . 
Dr. William M. McCreery, president of 
Sterling College, United Presbyterian 
school located in Sterling, Kan., recent- 
ly announced that Sterling has received 
full regional accreditation. 


YW SEEKS MORTGAGE CUT 


An effort to cut the mortgage on the 
Atlantic City YWCA has been launched 
by officials of that widely publicized or- 
ganization. 

The organization has no connections 
with the national organization, severing 
that connection with the parent group 
several years ago as a result of the desire 
of the Atlantic City work to stress an 
evangelical program. 

The mortgage on the property at 
North Carolina and Pacific Avenue has 
a mortgage totalling $244,000. 

Mrs. Mildred G. Brand was elected 
president of the Atlantic City associa- 
tion recently, succeeding Mrs. Charles 
H. Harrison, who headed the organiza- 
tion for 36 years. 


PERILS OF ECUMENICITY 


A top Congregational executive warn- 
ed in Elmhurst, Ill., that the church un- 
ity movement has become so popular it 
is in danger of turning into a fad. 

“There is a danger that some will ap- 
plaud anything which goes under the 
name of church unity,” said Dr. Fred 
Hoskins of New York, Minister (execu- 
tive secretary) of the denomination’s 
General Council. 

He said he was convinced, however, 
that the impending merger of the Con- 
gregational Christian Churches and the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church “is 
the right next step for us in our day, 
in our world.” 

The two denominations were sched- 
uled to unite in June to form the 
United Church of Christ. 
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VACATIONING WITH CHRIST 
(Continued from page 15) 
mandments as an agent of God; and to 
achieve recognition in secular and sac- 
red history as one of the great creative 
leaders of all time. Even so, Paul, after 
his dramatic conversion on the Damas- 
cus Road, retreated to Arabia. Here, off 
the beaten path of history, he built an 
enduring foundation in his soul of the 
Christ and His truth. Then God called 
him back to action and his great mis- 
sionary task. Today we call this man 
“the greatest Christian who ever lived.” 

The opportunities of “coming apart” 
are tremendous: we can cleanse our 
hearts of sin and selfishness; we can ex- 
amine in the compelling clarity of God’s 
truth the misuse of our lives; we can 
refill our lives with the power, the vis- 
ion, truth, and love of Christ and become 
His dedicated, creative followers. 

“Come ye apart,” says the loving 
voice of the Master. In response to that 
gracious invitation shall we..not say, 
“Even so, Lord Jesus, I come.” 


FREE MEN 
(Continued from page 7) 

what is to follow. I do not say this to 
frighten you. I put before you the sim- 
ple facts, for if in summer a-man does: 
not face the fact that winter is coming 
he will make no provision for it. So I 
Say to everyone who is without Christ, 
you must decide now to accept the Lord 
Jesus Christ as your Savior. 

Nothing can stop the flow of progress. 
No one can stop the march of Christian- 
ity. In every place God is taking out a 
people for His name. He is seeing to it 
that men and women are regenerated 
through faith in the blood of Jesus 
Christ; around them are those who seek 
the fruit without the root. And out of 
that combination of unbelief with in- 
satiable desire comes the ferment of 
revolution which is upon the world. It 
is the hour of travail. 

Search your own heart! If you are still 
a slave to sin, accept the independence 
which Christ declared for you on Cal- 
vary. Heed His Word and trust in Him. 
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EDITORIALS 
(Continued from page 9) 


state of sin what he has been schooled to 
analyze as an environmentally deter- 
mined prejudice or as mere lack of in- 
formation or as the error in judgment 
of men who are essentially good and in 
need of neither reproof, repentance nor 
rebirth. 

“Third, this theology failed in its un- 
derstanding of divine motivation. . . 
Fourth, liberalism misconceives the goal 
of prophecy. . . . The goal of the 
prophet is the release of the oppressor 
from spiritual bondage through obed- 
ience to God’s command that he show 
justice and mercy to his fellow men. . . . 
Fifth, liberalism shuns the idea of the 
divine wrath and judgment. It produces 
little prophecy because its priests adore 
a half-god who wears a perpetual smile, 
not the whole God of the Bible who 
shows mercy unto them that love Him 
but visits the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children, even unto the third and 
fourth generations. The present agony 
of the South, says the liberal, cannot be 
the wrath of God, for God is the friend- 
ly psychoanalyst who never judges any- 
body. The God who used Babylon to 
pillage and slaughter His chosen is, in 
liberal opinion, simply an Old Testa- 
ment misconseption, and Jesus’ allusions 
to this side of deity are tactfully omitted 
from the liberal’s Word made flesh. . . .” 

There is much more in the article, and 
just as good. Now let us turn to the 
journal that published it. The Christian 
Century is the most successful liberal 
theological journal in our country. It 
shows great editorial courage in publish- 
ing this article. For after all, the Century 
over the years has been the exponent of 
what is called “the high view of man.” 
It is this concept which Dr. DeLamotte 
so prophetically smites. 
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As evangelicals we have leaned. over 
backward to counterbalance this false 
view; in so doing many evangelicals 
have failed in social obligations to their 
fellow men. Too frequently, in our orth- 
odox righteousness, we stand idly by, 
saying, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

It is a wholesome sign when the 
Christian Century publishes an admis- 
sion of the bankruptcy of its philosophy 
of man’s nature. Such integrity will draw 
true members of the one body in Christ 
a little closer to each other in their 
common desire to please the Lord. We 
pass by some of the Century’s other 
positions with which we sharply disagree. 
Above all, we who have battled through 
the years against the philosophy which 
the Century now repudiates must not 
stand afar off, our skirts wrapped tight- 
ly about us, exulting, “I told you so.” 
We ourselves have been too often in the 
wrong. 


GIVERS OR RECEIVERS 


Too many Christians take the atti- 
tude that they are recipients instead of 
givers. They think that they are to go 
to church, sit in the pews and receive 
teaching. Then by paying the salary of 
some “full-time” Christians they can 
hire the visiting of the sick, hire the 
work of missions and hire the spreading 
of the faith round about them. 

This idea is alien to true Christianity. 
The Christian must get up and move 
out into the world. I recently talked 
with members of a certain church which 
had planned a special “revival” to reach 
the unsaved. Dates were set, special 
music was prepared, a preacher was se- 
cured, advertising was written, and 
then, suddenly, a terrible light shone 
upon them. The Christian said to me, 
“We realized, all at once, that none of 
us had any unsaved friends. We had 
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lived to ourselves. We had drifted into 
“Christian fellowship” which alienated 
us from the world. We had become in- 
bred to the point where we were ab- 
solutely sterile.” 

A false idea of separation is behind 
this situation. Some have taught sepa- 
ration from the world to such an extent 
that they have tried to take believers to 
Heaven before God is ready for them. 
He left us here to be witnesses. The 
early church thrived in the prison, the 
army, the slave-market, yes, even in the 
halls of the courtesan. Thais was a slave 
who had no ownership of herself. Her 
beauty brought great wealth to her mas- 
ter. But her witness for Christ was so 
great to the high Roman officers to 
whom she was rented by the month, 
that one of them, at least, was saved. 
The matter became known when he re- 
fused to throw incense on the altar of 
the gods and he, together with Thais, 
was martyred in the Forum. 

Paul told the Corinthians that they 
could accept invitations to dinner in 
the homes of unbelievers. There was no 
stricture on the matter other than their 
personal desire for the contact. They 
were to eat what was set before them 
and were to ask no questions for con- 
science’ sake (I Cor. 10:25). That is, if 
they suspected that their host had been 
to the butcher shop in the temple of 
Venus and had procured meat which 
had been offered in sacrifice to the 
demons, they were to eat it and say 
nothing. Only if the host boasted about 
it were they to abstain; otherwise, they 
were to fit into the social life of.the un- 
believing household. 

The pertinent question that you 
must ask yourself is this: Do you KNow 
ANY UNBELIEVERS WELL ENOUGH TO HAVE 
THEM INVITE YOU TO DINNER? If you 
don’t you are a poor witness. 


ANTICHRIST 


A religious writer has said that the 
Antichrist will combine Hitler’s hatred 
for the Jews, the atheism of Stalin, the 
vileness of Nero, the ambition of Napo- 
leon and the evil of a dozen other fam- 
ous monsters of history. He has failed 
to see that the Antichrist will be a 
counterfeit Christ, and will come as a 
man of peace. He will combine the 
suavity of a nuncio, the piety of a Uni- 
tarian moralist, the flamboyance of a 
de Mille, the brains of an Einstein. He 
will talk peace like a Russian delegate 
to the United Nations, with the piety 
of a Gandhi and the personality of a 
Hollywood glamor man. “Satan dis- 
guises himself as an angel of light. So 
it is not strange if his servants also dis- 
guise themselves as servants of right- 
eousness” (II Cor. 11:14, 15). If this be 
true of Satan’s servants, how much more 
true will it be of Satan’s incarnation! 
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(Continued from page 22) 
ordering integration of the races in the 
public schools of the nation was a tragic 
mistake. This decree reversed previous 
decisions of the Supreme Court, which 
had served as precedents for all Federal 
and State courts for more than a half 
century, nullified the constitutional and 
statutory provisions of seventeen sover- 
eign states, and prescribed radical and 
revolutionary changes in the long-estab- 
lished customs and social traditions of 
a large proportion of the people of the 
United States. 

Southern Christians cherish a deep 
reverence for the Federal Constitution, 
and they wish to respect the dignity and 
integrity of our courts, yet to many of 
us this sweeping decision of the highest 
court in virtually taking over the con- 
trol and regulation of the schools of the 
nation seems to be a clear violation of 
the Constitution itself and an unwar- 
ranted usurpation of powers distinctly 
reserved to the several states and to the 
people of local communities. 

The reasons assigned by the Supreme 
Court for its revolutionary decision are 
not based on legal or moral principles, 
but on the ex parte opinions of psy- 
chologists and sociologists, whose knowl- 
edge of this particular problem has 
been clearly shown to be superficial, 
and whose close affiliation with socialist 
and Communist organizations scarcely 
qualifies them as safe counselors in for- 
mulating the policies which are to shape 
the education of the children of this 
great democracy for generations to come. 

Believing as we do that this decision 
was based upon false premises, that it is 
unsound in principle, unrealistic and 
impracticable, and that its consequences, 
if generally adopted, would prove dis- 
astrous and irreparable, we do not re- 
gard it as a proper or final adjudication 
of the issues involved. We believe that 
it should be reversed, and we appeal 
to the sober second judgment of the 
Court itself, to recognize and correct 
its error; failing that, we shall continue 
to appeal to the enlightened judgment 
and the unfailing common sense of 
the fair-minded people of the nation 
to join us in mobilizing public senti- 
ment in support of some wiser and bet- 
ter solution of the problem. For this at- 
titude we have ample encouragement 
and high precedent. The Supreme Court 
has often reversed its own decisions, fol- 
lowing changes in the personnel of the 
Court or in the political climate. Abra- 
ham Lincoln, in similar opposition to 
the pronouncement of a Supreme Court 
of his time, declared: “That burlesque 
of a judicial decision must be expunged 
from the books of authority. . . . We 
mean to reverse it; and we mean to re- 
verse it peaceably” (See Lincoln En- 
cyclopedia, Macmillan 1950, pp. 88 f£.). 
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The events proved that Lincoln was no 
false prophet. Men of like vision and 
courage, who do not give up because the 
odds are against them, may live to see 
history repeat itself in our generation. 


The Crux of the Probiem 


In the South and in urban centers in 
the North where the Negro population 
approximates or exceeds that of the 
white, enforced integration of the 
schools, just in proportion as the ex- 
periment succeeded, would inevitably 
lead to the cultivation of such attitudes 
and social intimacies as would result 
in intermarriage between the two 
groups, and eventually to the blurring 
of all racial distinctions and the amal- 
gamation of the Negro and white races. 

Here, therefore, is the crux of the 
whole racial problem: Is it desirable 
that social relations leading normally to 
intermarriage and ultimate racial amal- 
gamation should be encouraged and ap- 
proved; or, is it more desirable, in the 
interests of all parties and society as a 
whole, that racial intermarriage should 
be discouraged or prohibited, and that 
each race should be enabled to pre- 
serve its own racial integrity? 

This is the issue which overshadows 
all other consideration in the minds of 
parents in typical Southern communi- 
ties, which explains their uncomprom- 
ising opposition to the integrated school, 
and which also explains the traditional 
Southern attitude with respect to social 
intermingling of the races in homes, 
churches, hotels, public assemblies, re- 
creation, transportation, and other pub- 
lic facilities. 

Many well-meaning civil and religious 
leaders who now endorse the policy of 
integration in schools, churches, and 
other areas of life seem to ignore, or 
deliberately refuse to recognize, that the 
question of intermarriage and complete 
racial integration is necessarily involved 
and is bound to overshadow all other 
issues in the minds of people whose 
children will be forced to serve as 
guinea pigs in this iniquitous experi- 
ment in race relations. 

To his credit, be it said that the aver- 
age Southern Negro attaches little im- 
portance to the possibility of intermar- 
riage with the white race and if left to 
himself would naturally prefer marriage 
within his own race. For this reason the 
professional agitators and Negro lead- 
ers have had comparatively little to say 
concerning intermarriage and have based 
their appeal on the very natural desire 
of Negro parents to secure equal edu- 
cational opportunities for their children 
and on the exploitation of some of the 
petty grievances which the Negro feels, 
by insisting that he is being discrimin- 
ated against as “a second-class citizen.” 

However, many of the self-appointed 
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promoters of the integration movement 
are fully aware of the inherent and logi- 
cal implications of the race-mixing pro- 
gram with respect to intermarriage, and, 
as one of them has frankly stated, the 
goal which they seek in America is, “A 
social democracy which either begins 
with marriage, or necessarily includes 
marriage in its ideals and principles.” 


The Principle of Segregation 
From the Southern Viewpoint 


After long and painful experience, 
Southern people are firmly convinced 
that where two widely different races 
live together in the same area in ap- 
proximately equal numbers the only 
alternative to racial amalgamation is 
some reasonable and equitable form of 
segregation. 

The pattern of segregation that has 
been in operation in the South and 
throughout the nation generally is the 
result of a gradual process of evolution 
for many generations. It must be admit- 
ted that it has not always been consis- 
tent or equitable, and some of its fea- 
tures cannot be defended on rational 
or ethical grounds. Like all human in- 
stitutions, it is still far from perfect. 
On the whole, however, it has provided 
a working basis for mutual understand- 
ing and effective cooperation between 
the two races. With occasional excep- 
tions, peace and order have been pre- 
served, mutual confidence and good will 
have been fostered, and each race has 
been able in the main to preserve its 
racial integrity and to develop cultural 
and social patterns suited to its own 
capacities and needs. 

The evils and injustices which have 
arisen under the system of segregation 
have been purely incidental and have 
not been due to any fallacy in the prin- 
ciple of segregation but to the weakness- 
es and perversities of individual mem- 
bers of both races. Southern Christians 
do not condone these wrongs but every- 
where condemn them and are anxious 
to see them corrected. Until the recent 
violent agitation precipitated by the 
Supreme Court decisions, steady prog- 
ress was being made in the correction 
of such abuses and unfair practices and 
in the improvement of race relations. 
Even yet, except in a few localities, 
there is no indication of any serious 
disturbance of the friendly relations ex- 
isting between the rank and file of 
Negroes and whites throughout the 
South, which is a tribute not only to the 
good sense and self-restraint of both 
groups, but also to the basic soundness 
and practicality of the system of segre- 
gation under which they have lived and 
worked. 

Recognizing, therefore, that the sys- 
tem of segregation as heretofore main- 
tained has certain obvious defects, but 


believing that in the course of time 
these objectionable features may be 
eliminated without sacrificing the major 
objective, we Southern Christians, with 
some exceptions chiefly in the border 
states, approve the determination of 
our civil leaders to employ every legal 
expedient to prevent the integration of 
our schools, and to preserve the prin- 
ciple of segregation as a permanent fea- 
ture of our public policy, with the con- 
fident assurance that in the long run it 
will prove best for the present and the 
future welfare of both races. 


The Moral and Ethical Basis 
for Segregation 

Aside from all questions of expedi- 
ency, of constitutional technicalities, or 
of local interests, there is a firm convic- 
tion in the minds of Southern people 
that the principle of segregation is am- 
ply supported by scientific, historical, 
and biblical data and that it may be de- 
fended on moral and ethical grounds 
and as consistent with the principles of 
Christianity and the great traditions of 
American democracy. The limits of this 
discussion will permit only a brief sum- 
mary of several of these reasons, which 
are believed to be factual and logical. 

The widely different characteris- 
tics of the white and Negro races 
would render complete integration 
illogical and impracticable. 

Modern anthropologists have discard- 
ed the term race as applicable to sep- 
arate groups of people. They contend 
the differences shade off so gradually 
within each group that no valid distinc- 
tion can be made between the groups. 
Their contention, however, appears to 
be largely a war about words or defin- 
itions. Actually, as a matter of common 
observation, we know that there are 
broad lines of difference between the 
several major branches of the human 
family, and whether they are properly 
called races or by some other designa- 
tion, the white, the yellow, the brown, 
and the black groups each have their 
own distinctive physical and cultural 
characteristics. For all practical purposes, 
therefore, we may just as well follow 
common usage, and refer to them as 
separate races. 

Between the white and Negro races, 
with which we are directly concerned, 
these differences are quite obvious not 
only as to the pigment of the skin, but 
in many other physical features. Even 
greater and more important than these 
physical differences are those which re- 
late to mental, emotional, and moral 
development, esthetic appreciation, so- 
cial and religious impulses and exper- 
iences. It is not necessary to ask or de- 
termine whether one of these races is 
superior to the other; for, after all, that 
is only an academic question, and the 
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decision would depend upon the stan- 
dard of measurement and the qualities 
which were measured. One race is likely 
to rate high on one point and low on 
others, and vice versa. Of one thing, 
however, there is abundant and indis- 
putable evidence, these two races differ 
in a great many respects. These differ- 
ences are not incidental or superficial; 
they are fundamental, and any failure 
to recognize this fact is bound to gen- 
erate irritations and tensions resulting 
in individual and social disorders and 
the ultimate impairment or destruction 
of moral and cultural values. That such 
racial differences have a decisive bear- 
ing on the problem of race relations and 
that they constitute a valid reason for 
the separation of the white and Negro 
races is corroborated by no less an 
authority on race problems than Presi- 
dent Lincoln, who, in a speech to a 
group of free Negroes at the White 
House in 1862, said: “You and we are 
different races. Whether it is right or 
wrong, I need not discuss, but this phy- 
sical difference is a great disadvantage 
to us both, as I think . . . it affords a 
reason at least why we should be sep- 
arated.” 

Intermarriage between widely dif- 
ferent racial groups is unnatural, 
unfair to offspring, and prejudicial 
to human progress. 

In all nature God has endowed his 
living creatures with an instinct to mate 
only with their own kind. The old adage, 
“Birds of a feather flock together,” only 
expresses a universal law of nature. 
Bluebirds never mate with redbirds, 
doves with blackbirds, or mockingbirds 
with jays. The intelligent farmer does 


not allow his dairy and beef breeding. 


stock to run in the same pasture; other- 
wise he would downgrade his herds and 
have only a herd of scrubs or mongrels. 
The same principle applies with even 
greater force to the mating of human 
beings of widely different types and cul- 
tural backgrounds. 


The offspring are 


generally unstable, eccentric, ill-adjust- | 


ed, unpredictable, and unhappy. Expand 
the experiment to a large scale and over 
successive generations, and the result is 
a retarded or decadent civilization. Both 
science and history confirm the truth 
that progress for the human species as 
well as for the lower orders of nature 
comes through selective breeding rather 
than through mongrelization. 

Lebon, the noted French psychologist 
and sociologist of the past century, testi- 
fies as follows: “It is an historical fact 
that human stocks that have produced 
the highest civilizations have been strains 
of stock without mixture for many gen- 
erations. Every race of fixed type that 
has attained the highest civilization has 
quickly lost its power and standing after 
mixing with another race radically differ- 
ent.” 
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In confirmation of the truth of this 
observation we have but to cite the re- 
markable virility of the cultures of the 
Hebrews, the Greeks, and the English- 
speaking peoples, all of whom kept their 
racial stocks pure, as contrasted with the 
retarded or decadent civilizations of 
India, Egypt, Spain, and Portugal, who 
allowed their racial stocks to become 
mixed with the diverse peoples with 
whom they came in contact. Or, to take 
an illustration closer home, compare the 
achievements and progress of the people 
of North America—including Negroes— 
where the principle of racial segregation 
has been generally maintained, with the 
status of the peoples of Central and 
South America, where there is no color 
line, since settlers from the Latin na- 
tions of Europe freely intermarried with 
the native Indians and imported Negro 
slaves. Let those who now so strongly 
urge the integration of white and colored 
races in this country cross the Rio 
Grande, travel all the way to the south- 
ern tip of South America, and see the 
ignorance, poverty, squalor, superstition, 
undeveloped resources, inefficient and 
unstable governments, frequent revolu- 
tions, ruthless dictatorships, and the 
many other evidences of the blight that 
results from the mixing of dissimilar 
races. 

To the same effect is the testimony 
of the late Dr. Charles W. Eliot, Presi- 
dent of Harvard University, who, with 
a staff of experts, was sent by the Car- 
negie Foundation for Peace to study 
the effect of race mixtures in the Orient. 
After spending many months in China, 
India, Japan, and the islands of the 


gist of which is as follows: “First: The 
experience of the East teaches that the 
intermarriage of races which are dis- 
tinctly unlike is undesirable because the 
progency of such mixtures are as a rule 
inferior to each of the parent stocks, ' 
both physically and morally; a fact which 
has been demonstrated in large scale. 

Second: The Orient teaches the world 
that the pure race is best and the crosses 
between unlike races seldom turn out 
well.” 

In the light of these indisputable facts, 
how can we consider any proposal or 
policy that involves the gradual inte- 
gration and ultimate amalgamation of 
the white and colored races in the 
United States except as a colossal blun- 
der, a betrayal of unborn generations, 
and a monstrous crime against civiliza- 
tion. 

The principle of segregation is in 
harmony with the purpose and will 
of God as revealed in His Word and 
is consistent with the teachings and 
spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

God Himself thwarted the first man- 
made plan of integration by the con- 
fusion of tongues at the Tower of Babel 
and scattered the peoples abroad upon 
the face of the whole earth. Whether 
one accepts that as a true story, as do 
most Southern Christians, or whether 
the allegorical interpretation of modern 
liberal scholarship is preferred, the fact 
remains that divine Providence is di- 
rectly responsible for the liguistic dif- 
ferences and other factors that have 
served to keep the peoples of the earth 
segregated into tribal, national, or racial 
groups from prehistoric times down to 
our day. By special divine decree Abra- 
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ham and his descendants were separated 
from all the other peoples of the earth, 
and for fifteen hundred years Israel: ex- 
isted as a strictly segregated nation. 
They were forbidden by God to mingle 
socially, to intermarry, or to amalgamate 
with the nations around them. Viola- 
tions of this command were considered 
a capital offense and punished with 
great severity by Moses and later by Ezra. 

Jesus used the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan to rebuke the smug compla- 
cency and narrow-minded intolerance 
of the Jews and to show that the duty 
to love our néighbors is a practical prin- 
ciple of sympathy and helpfulness which 
knows no limitation of nationality or 
race. At the same time he did not ignore 
or denounce racial distinctions, nor did 
he set plans on foot to abolish them or 
to bring about amalgamation of the 
Jews with the Samaritans or other races. 
Insofar as we have any record there is 
no indication that Jesus or the apostles 
were ever called upon to pass judgment 
upon the question of the rightness or 
wrongness of racial segregation or racial 
integration; certainly no question was 
raised concerning the mixing of races 
as dissimilar as the white and Negro 
races. Since this is primarily and essen- 
tially a social or political question, and 
since our Lord on several occasions re- 
fused to decide controversial issues of a 
social or political nature but left these 
matters to the reason and conscience of 
the individual, we are justified in con- 
cluding that he has given us no mandate 
on this matter but has left us free to 
decide the question in the light of rea- 
son and experience and the broad prin- 
ciples set forth in the Old as well as in 
the New Testament. 

In this connection, therefore, and by 
way of reply to the statements made re- 
cently by numerous church leaders and 
various ecclesiastical bodies denouncing 
segregation as “unjust,” “sinful,” “wick- 
ed,” “displeasing to God” and “essen- 
tially unchristian,” from our point of 
view we confidently affirm: Since the 
practice of segregation was instituted 
among the Hebrew people by divine 
authority and enforced by ‘stern theo- 
cratic sanctions for many centuries, and 
since Christ and the apostles demon- 
strated that the principles of charity and 
Christian brotherhood could be made 
operative in all the relations of life 
without involving revolutionary changes 
in the social, economic, or political or- 
der, there is certainly no valid ground 
for the charge that segregation is in- 
herently wrong, contrary to the will of 
God, and essentially unchristian. 

Segregation is a well-considered 
and time-tested American policy and 
is consistent with the principles of 
true Americanism. 

Ample evidence is available to show 
that segregation is in accord with the 


best thinking of representative American 
leadership and as a time-tested Amer- 
ican policy rests upon moral and ethical 
principles and not upon blind and un- 
reasoning prejudice, as has been loudly 
charged by some of its latter-day critics. 

Seventeen of the states of the Union 
have incorporated the principle of seg- 
regation into their constitutions. Most 
of the other states have approved it by 
statutory provisions, and all of the states 
with one or two exceptions, at one time 
or another, have adopted laws prohibit- 
ing inter-racial marriages. State and 
Federal courts have uniformly approved 
these constitutional and statutory pro- 
visions, and, until the violent political 
agitation was started some years ago, 
segregation was generally accepted as a 
firmly established principle of American 
public policy. 

Thomas Jefferson, author of the De- 
claration of Independence, and Abraham 
Lincoln, author of the Emancipation 
Proclamation, both strongly opposed to 
the institution of slavery, were so com- 
pletely convinced of the necessity of the 
segregation of the races that they earn- 
estly advocated the repatriation of the 
Negroes to Africa or the West Indies. 
Since the abolition of slavery many 
representative leaders in church and 
state, both in the North and in the 
South, who felt a keen sympathy for the 
Negro and wished to help him improve 
his lot, never questioned or proposed 
but that this should be done and could 
be done within the framework of a 
segregated society. 

It was the recognition of this truth as 
an essential feature of the American way 
of life, which made Booker T. Washing- 
ton an influential national leader and 
the greatest benefactor of the Negro race 
in the past generation. All would-be 
leaders and promoters of better race re- 
lations in America today would do well 
to study his realistic approach to the 
problem and follow his able and far-see- 
ing Christian leadership. In a notable 
and epoch-making address delivered at 
the Atlanta Exposition in 1895 plead- 
ing for understanding and co-operation 
between the races, he held aloft the 
torch. which must guide us to the ulti- 
mate solution of this great and pressing 
problem. It is eminently fitting, there- 
fore, that this discussion should be con- 
cluded with a quotation of his wise 
words: “The wisest among my race un- 
derstand that agitation of questions of 
social equality is the extremest folly and 
that progress in the enjoyment of all 
the privileges that will come to us must 
be the result of severe and constant 
struggle rather than of artificial forcing. 
. . - In all things that are purely social 
we can be separate as the fingers, yet 
one as the hand in all things essential 
to mutual progress.” 
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existing among men. It reckons with 
them realistically but points to a power 
that transcends and reconciles them. 

Man’s hatred of man, practiced in 
many ways is nothing superficial. It is a 
part of that cosmic rift which runs right 
through the universe. At the source of 
human enmity, prejudice, and segrega- 
tion are the great powers of darkness, 
the “spiritual hosts of wickedness in 
the heavenly places.” 

These hosts, led by one who is called 
“the prince of the power of the air,” 
produce on earth a fierce enmity, sepa- 
rating men both from God and their 
fellows. Man’s embittered social rela- 
tionships are interpreted by the apostle 
as being part of a great rebellion against 
God, instigated by Satan and joined by 
man. In short, the apostle traces the vices 
of hatred, animosity, and prejudice to 
their source—through man’s evil heart 
back to the principalities and powers 
that still rule in the sons of disobedience. 
He does not stop there, however. He says 
that this rift, cleaving heaven and earth 
and man from man, has been done 
away with by the cross, which is now to 
serve as the new unifying principle 
among men. 

Christ was crucified by human hatred, 
to be sure; but in His dying, hatred it- 
self was slain. Christ’s work of redemp- 
tion created a new community, embrac- 
ing the two apparently irreconcilable 
segments of humanity, Jew and Gentile. 
God Himself provided a rallying-center 
for men of all races and nations and 
tongues. And so Paul could write of 
Jesus as being “himself our peace.” 

This unity to which we have been 
called by the cross of Christ is not just 
an inward unity, content to remain aloof 
from life’s problems. God’s mercy toward 
us cannot be relegated to the world of 
ideas and ideals alone. He acted in his- 
tory and expects us to do the same. 
There is no room in His kingdom for 
mere spectators. There are no bleachers 
from which to observe the battle of race. 
Our place is in the middle of events. 
“Only when the spectator becomes a 
wayfarer on the highway of God’s pur- 
poses, only when he is willing to identi- 
fy himself with God’s great scheme of 
things as it is revealed in the Bible, is 
he capacitated to understand the Bible 
way of looking at things.” (Dr. Mackay) 

In the past the reputation of the 
church for carrying out this part of her 
task has not always been high and noble. 
As a matter of fact, it has not been many 
years since it was said, “The most 
segregated hour is eleven o'clock on 
Sunday morning in a Protestant church.” 
Fortunately, this is changing. And yet 
the full significance of the responsibility 
we have for integration and unity is at 
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times blurred by making a distinction 
between the visible and. the invisible 
church. In point of fact, our Scriptures 
have very little to say about the church 
as invisible. It almost always speaks of 
the church in terms of people in a cer- 
tain locale. When St. Paul wrote to the 
Ephesians he was not writing to an in- 
visible group. His readers were very 
visible people indeed. Paul knew some 
of them very well. These people of the 
church had a momentous task before 
them; namely, to recreate that commun- 
ity of mankind which God had originally 
intended for His creation. This is still 
the one job assigned to the church. This 
task it carries on in the teaching of the 


gospel. 


Sometimes it is said that the task. of 
the church consists only of transforming 
the person-to-person relationships exist- 
ing between men. Now, of course, the 
Christian religion has a way of sanctify- 
ing these associations of the personal 
kind. When St. Paul sent the slave 
Onesimus back to his master, he instruct- 
ed Philemon the master to look upon 
Onesimus as his brother “both in the 
flesh and in the Lord.” Philemon was 
to think of the slave as a brother not 
only in the church service itself, not 
only in terms of religion and theology, 
but also in his social relationships with 
a former runaway slave. 

This sanctifying power has been a 
major contribution of the Christian re- 
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ligion to the history of mankind. Our 
whole Western civilization is an eloquent 
commentary on its transforming power. 
However, the transformation of personal 
relationships is not enough. For the 
church always faces the problem of the 
social order. To be sure, Christians are 
not of this world; and yet they are in it. 
Wherever church members live and con- 
gregations exist, they face the respon- 
sibilities created by a society of sinful 
men. To evade its obligations in this 
area is to belittle the church’s task. In 
the interval between the first and second 
advents of our Lord, she must be con- 
cerned with such items as justice. 

The local congregation is the church 
in its particular community. Such social 
action as the church is to perform is to 
be done by the local congregation. The 
united community of mankind which 
God intended for His creation, and the 
making of which He has given us as our 
assigned task, must take place in the 
local congregation or it will not take 
place at all. No one but the local church 
can make the church a united commun- 
ity. And at that point the church must 
become color-blind. 

Behind all this is that great love 
which our Lord demonstrated to us. He 
gave us a new commandment that we 
should love others as He loved us. He 
loved Himself not at all and us com- 
pletely. That is our standard. 

The apostle Paul makes the applica- 
tion of this principle in his letter to the 
Philippians. There, in chapter two, he 
reminds us that we are to show the same 
attitude as that demonstrated by our 
Lord. In lowliness of mind each of us is - 
to esteem the other better than himself. 
Where this principle is practiced all so- 
cial problems, no mater how complex, 
will cease to exist except in the form of 
the question, “To whom am I neigh- 
bor?” For then we shall all be mindful 
of the fact that we are one in the church 
with Christ. Where this unity prevails 
there can be no “separate but equal 
facilities.” We are one in our sinfulness, 
sharing equally the grace that our hea- 
venly Father has bestowed upon all men. 

If we follow in this direction we shall 
soon discover the truth uttered by 
George Bernard Shaw; namely, that the 
Bible is more up-to-date than the morn- 
ing newspaper, more recent, in fact, 
than the Supreme Court decision of a 
few years ago. If, however, through lack 
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of courage or for some other reason, we 
should fail to implement the truths of 
Scripture at this point, history may well 
write for us as an epitaph the words 
used by Francis Hackett to describe 
Catherine of Aragon: “Catherine was 
immured in her own squat righteousness. 
She wanted the environment to adapt 
itself to her, and, if it refused, she stood 
the siege until her walls became her 
tombstone.” 
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tween the two peoples was intense, as 
the Gospels affirm and illustrate. The 
Jews, despising all Gentiles, had an es- 
pecial scorn for Samaritans, whom they 
regarded as “half-breeds”—and in every 
age that has been a term of peculiar 
ignominy. So extreme was this loathing 
that the Jews denied the Samaritans the 
right, which they grudgingly permitted 
to Gentiles, of becoming proselytes to 
the Jewish faith. In going to the Samar- 
itans and preaching Christ, therefore, 
Philip was showing forth the spirit of 
his Lord and following in His steps. 

Philip found Samaria in the thrall of 
a sorcerer named Simon; but the mir- 
acles which attended the preaching of 
the evangelist convinced not only the 
people but even Simon himself of the 
truth of the gospel, so that many were 
baptized. This is not the occasion to dis- 
cuss the illuminating story of Simon and 
his desire to obtain the power of the 
Holy Ghost for his own advantage: but 
his recognition of true spiritual power 
manifest in the words and deeds of 
Philip, in contrast to his own spurious 
arts, is itself a most convincing testi- 
mony to Philip’s ministry. However, 
pioneer as he was in gaining the first 
non-Jewish converts to the Christian 
faith, it was reserved to Peter to initiate 
them into membership in the church, 
in fulfilment of the Lord’s explicit com- 
mission (Matt. 16:19). 

Hearing of the events in Samaria, the 
apostles in Jerusalem sent Peter and 
John, who “laid their hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Ghost” 
(Acts 8:17). Again, any other than a 
Spirit-filled man might well have felt a 
tinge of jealousy that others should 
come and consummate his work; but 
there is no hint of it in the record on 
the part of Philip. He rejoiced to be 
used of God, however He might appoint 
and in fellowship with whomsoever He 
might choose. This is demonstrated by 
his accompanying the apostles on their 
return to Jerusalem and sharing with 
them the joyous task of preaching in 
many villages of the Samaritans as they 
went—for that is the implication of 
verse 24, according to Professor F. F. 
Bruce, in his scholarly commentary on 
the Acts. However that may be, the fact 
that Philip was forthwith used by God 
to the conversion of the Ethiopian 
eunuch is sufficient to prove that he had 
not grieved the Holy Spirit by any un- 
worthy attitude of mind or heart, as in 
that case he would have become unfitted 
for such a task. Indeed, the very sug- 
gestion that he might have felt some re- 
sentment is completely foreign to the 
tenor of the narrative; the entire “at- 
mosphere” of the story is that of men 
of God rejoicing together in the work 
of God. Their attitude exemplifies the 
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principle enunciated later by Paul, that 
one might sow and another water, but 
it is God who gives the increase. It was 
their privilege to be laborers together 
with God. Oh that this spirit might 
animate all Christian work and workers! 

From a “mass movement” in Samaria, 
Philip was summoned by God Himself, 
through an angel, to a specific task of 
personal evangelism; and in the sight 
of God the winning of one traveler in 
the desert was manifestly as important 
as preaching to the many in the city. 
And here again the magnanimous spirit 
of Philip shines forth. The qualities 
which had fitted him so remarkably for 
the work in Samaria led to his selection 
by God for this momentous meeting 
with the Ethiopian eunuch. This Gen- 
tile was a proselyte to the Jewish faith, 
and had been up to Jerusalem to wor- 
ship; so he was in a rather different 
category from “Gentiles” as such. Yet he 
would be treated with reserve and dis- 
dain by the Jewish authorities, despite 
the fact that he held an important office 
at the court of Queen Candace; for he 
was a descendant of Ham, a despised 
race (Num. 12:1); and as a eunuch he 
was disbarred from the full status even 
of a proselyte (Deut. 23:1); he would be 
a “proselyte of the gate” with very limit- 
ed privileges. Such was his hunger for 
God, however, that this influential man 
was ready to submit to snubs and hu- 
miliation at the hands of the Jews, 
since he was persuaded that Jehovah 
their God was the one true and living 
God, and that in their Scriptures He 
had given them His word. 

Not one of the apostles, we may in- 
fer, was as yet sufficiently free from the 
prejudices of their race to be able to 
lead this wistful, questing soul into the 
knowledge of Christ not only as the 
Messiah of the Jews but the Savior of 
the world. Some time afterward, it took 
the vision of the sheet let down from 
heaven to prepare Peter for his visit to 
Cornelius, and all Peter’s eloquence to 
convince his fellow-disciples that he had 
acted rightly in going! What a tribute 
it is to the character of Philip, then, 
that he was chosen for this crucial en- 
counter with a Gentile. And how admir- 
ably he fulfilled his task! Within a short 
chariot drive in the desert, the man was 
led to faith in Christ, was baptized, and 
proceeded on his way rejoicing. 

Philip did not return to Samaria—we 
do not know why—but went to Caesarea, 
preaching in all the cities through which 
he passed (vs. 40). Then, after these two 
stirring episodes, we read nothing more 
of him for twenty years. He did not, 
however, lose his early “glow,” as, alas! 
do so many; for when Paul and his com- 
panions came to Caesarea during the 
apostle’s journey to Jerusalem preceding 
his arrest, they “entered into the house 
of Philip . . . and abode there” (Acts 





21:8). The significant fact is that Philip 
was there known as “the evangelist”— 
still the devoted, zealous, self-effacing 
servant of God and winner of souls, as 
in his youth. And he who had witnessed’ 
abroad, far and wide, for his Lord had 
commended Him also in his own home, — 
to such effort that his four daughters 
were all engaged in the Master’s service 
(vs. 9). Happy is the preacher who sees 
his children not only growing up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
but becoming in their turn Spirit-filled 
witnesses unto Him. That is the truest 
seal of any man’s ministry—and its su- 
preme joy. 

So Philip continued unto the end. 
Legend gives differing accounts of his 
subsequent sphere of service, when per- 
secution drove the Christians from 
Caesarea as it had driven them from 
Jerusalem long before: but we are not 
concerned with legend and are content 
to close with the final glimpse we have 
of him in the Scripture—acting as host 
to the one whom he had preceded as 
forerunner, the great apostle of the Gen- 
tiles, whose spirit and service must have 
been so akin to his own. If only we had 
a record of their talk together! They 
served God in their day and generation 
and appointed spheres. We are called to 
follow in their train, in our day and 
generation and appointed spheres. May 
we do it as worthily as they did. 
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By insisting that criticism and theo- 
logical validity are not exclusive con- 
cepts, by stating that the Bible is the 
witness and promise of revelation with 
all its fallibilities, and by insisting that 
God has given the Bible to the Church 
by a fiat act, Barth has attempted to re- 
instate the Bible as a book of theology. 
The result has been a new birth of bibli- 
cal theology. 

(6) Another reason for attributing to 
Barth such a place in theology is that he 
has almost single-handed restored the- 
ology to its proper place of dignity in 
the church. Although liberals wrote the- 
ologies, nonetheless they had a low esti- 
mate of the dignity and worth of theol- 
ogy. To religious liberals, religious ex- 
perience and social ethics were para- 
mount. Its very low view of dogma and 
theology was revealed in the manner in 
which it destroyed the notion of special 
revelation, diluted or denied the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, altered the person 
of Christ from the God-man and Savior, 
to the God-filled man and Way-shower, 
and emphasized out of proportion for 
Christian faith the history of religion, 
the psychology of religion, and the phil- 
osophy of religion. 

Barth did three things to restore the- 
ology to its rightful place in the Church: 
(i) he mercilessly pounded to pieces the 
normative approach to religion in psy- 
chology or history of religion, and so de- 
stroyed the very roots of the liberal de- 
preciation of theology; (ii) he gave a 
careful, scientific accounting for the dig- 
nity and worthiness of the theological 
task—one of the world’s leading physicists 
is reported to have said that Barth's the- 
ology is the only truly scientific theology 
he has read; (iii) Barth has given the 
liberals a demonstration of true theo- 
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logical craftsmanship of a genius order. 

Barth said he did not intentionally at- 
tempt to bring such a revolution in the- 
ology. He said he was like a man in the 
church belfry and groping for the ban- 
nister he grabbed the bell rope and 
gave it a mighty pull. He unwittingly 
brought the entire dormant theological 
world to its feet and peering out its win- 
dow to see what the tremendous peals 
of the bell were all about. 


The Reaction To Barth 

While most theologians will grant the 
immense theological stature of Barth, 
not all by any means agree with his sys- 
tem. The typical reactions to Barth are 
as follows: 

First, we find the admirers and imita- 
tors of Barth. Many theologians, while 
not simply aping Barth or sacrificing 
their own individuality in appreciation 
of Barth, nevertheless admit that Barth 
has given them the main orientation for 
their theology. (a) One such group of 
admirers are those who felt restive and 
uncertain with their orthodox heritage, 
and yet had no interest in religious lib- 
eralism. To them Barth was a godsend 
for a way out of a very difficult personal 
and intellectual dilemma. Barth gave 
them a theology which would enable 
them to retain the valid insights of their 
orthodox heritage and yet get the cat off 
their back, so to speak, with reference to 
the difficulties and problems of ortho- 
doxy. (b) Another group have come to 
Barthianism from the liberal camp. The 
combined influences of modern times 
which have discredited the liberal the- 
ology destroyed their original faith, and 
in Barth they have found a version of 
orthodoxy which would not compel 
them to accept the tenets of traditional 
orthodoxy. (c) In the middle are men 
who may or may not be called Barth- 
ians, but who admit that in some man- 
ner or mode Barth has deeply influenced 
them (e.g., Mackay, Ferre, Torrance, 
Hendry, etc.). 

A second group are very critical of 
Barth and do not accept his major 
theses, but find some good, some worthy 
contribution to their own theology in 
Barth. (a) We have the “chastened lib- 
erals” who, while yet retaining their 
liberalism, have attempted to recon- 
struct it in the light of Barthian the- 
ology. For example, Walter Marshal 
Horton wrote: “Let me admit that the 
‘neo-liberalism’ I now champion differs 
from the old liberalism I repudiated 
precisely because it has passed through 
Barth’s thunder and lightning.” (b) The 
number of conservatives who have ad- 
mitted an indebtedness to Barth or have 
recognized some of his profound contri- 
butions is difficult to ascertain. A repre- 
sentative of them is the outstanding 
Dutch theologian, Berkouwer, who ad- 
mits that for all Barth’s errors, Barth is 


sufficiently a student of Sacred Scripture, 
and studies its contents with such theo- 
logical seriousness, that some of the 
truth of the word of God gets into his 
dogmatics. A total rejection of Barth, 
argues Berkouwer, reflects an inability 
to interpret and evaluate him properly. 

Barth hits hard and clean. A third 
group, the recipients of his pile-driving 
blows, may be expected to voice strong 
objections, and we are not disappointed! 
(a) Not all liberals are chastened liber- 
als, and these have utterly repudiated 
the Barthian theology as a wallowing in 
irrationalism or as a return to funda- 
mentalism. One liberal described the 
neo-orthodox as fundamentalists in 
starched shirts and swallowtails. (b) 
Barth strongly scouts philosophy, and 
many of the professional philosophers 
have in turn dubbed Barth an irra- 
tionalist or a subjectivist or a mystic. 
One philosopher suggests that Barth’s 
irrationalism makes him a fit candidate 
for an asylum. (c) The Roman Catholics 
consider Barth’s theology the greatest 
threat to them since .he Reformation. 
They consider it the final development 
of Protestantism and are accordingly agi- 
tated over it. In fact, it is a Catholic 
theologian, von Balthasar, who is re. 
puted to have written the fairest and 
most accurate summary of Barth’s the- 
ology there is. (d) Most of the orthodox 
and fundamentalist writers consider neo- 
orthodoxy either as the old modernism 
with a new frosting or else as another 
one of the many heretical theologies 
which have their day in the history of 
the church and pass away giving place 
to another. 

Dr. Van Til’s work, The New Modern- 
ism, is accepted by many of the ortho- 
dox and fundamentalists to be a con- 
vincing demonstration of the unortho- 
doxy of Barth along with Van Til’s 
booklet, Is Karl Barth Orthodox? We 
have even read an essay in which a lib- 
eral uses Van Til’s The New Modernism 
to club the neo-orthodox! Dr. Carl F. H. 
Henry’s criticisms of Barth and neo- 
orthodoxy will be found in his work 
The Protestant Dilemma. We have ex- 
pressed our disquietudes with the neo- 
orthodox theology in our work called 
The Pattern of Authority. 

Matador Van Til drives the rapier in 
as deeply as he can when he writes, “No 
heresy that appeared at any of [the great 
councils as Nicea, Chalcedon, Dort, and 
the Westminster Assembly] was so deep- 
ly and ultimately destructive of the 
gospel as is the theology of Barth. Never 
in the history of the church has the tri- 
une God been so completely and inex- 
tricably intertwined with his own crea- 
ture as he has been in the modern dia- 
lectical thought.” 

Dr. Ramm will continue these discussions 
of Theology in the next issue with an ex- 
planation of Bultmann’s “Demythologizing.” 
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